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Now T beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which cue | 
Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the -Docirine | 
which ye have learned, and avoid them : | 

| For they that are ſuch, ſerve not.our Lord Jeſus Chrillt, 

but their own Belly ,, and by god Words, and fair 
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Chriſtian Reader, | 

—RWHE fad DiſtraFtons, 

] ſtrange Variety of Opi- 


nions, and bitter Ani- 
moſeties amongit ms , 
with ather ill EffeFs thence ari- 


ſmg, as every Man muit be ſen- 
feble of, ſo doubtleſs every good 
Man doth bewail. - But if any 
Man, out of his Exceſs of Cha- 
rity and Compaiſion, ſhall endea- 
vour to heal theſe Breaches, if 
bz do not uſe extraordinary Can- 
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tion, he fhall rather pour on Oil 
than Vater and inſtead of 
quenching the Fire, blow all into n 
tHames For no fooner ſhall you 
touch the Sore, thongh with a De- 
fren to dreſs it, but they preſently 
. fall a kicking: and it js well if 
zoit do not make the Matter worſe, 
7irſtead of mending it. Jo en- 
quire into the manifold Canſes of 
this, would be too tedioms:;, but I 
think this 3s apparently ow, 1 hat 
Men are not content to differ in | 
their Opinions as becomes Chri- 
{tans, (which m many Thines 
they night do, without either Pre- 
juaice to Salvation, or dividing 
Communion, or Breach of Chari- 
ty,_) but for the moit part they 
are apt to lay too great Streſs and 
Weight upon their © own private 
Opinions and Fancies. They 
will ſingle ont ſore particular Te- 
net, and thai conmnonty * an Er- 
. four; and" with this they" gather 
Partios; and 4 iftingniſh them If: elves 


from 
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to the Reader. 


from all others; by this they are 
known, it wal be the Mark or 
Name zz the Forehead ; they 
who have it, are God's People, 
yt Saints ; thoſe who oppoſe it, 
re in the ready Road to Ruin x 
ph if they will not come 11 'o 
then, ſhall be damn d to all In- 
tents and Purpoſes. And if the 
Opinion be not in it ſelf fitted for 
this purpoſe, they will, contrary to 
its Nature, force it to be fo : For, 
as to the Millenary Ovinion, how 
harmleſs zr7ght it be, if Men on- 
ly made this, which one would 
think to be the natural Oe of it, 
to watch over our\ Lives and Voie 
verſations, and prepare for Chriſt's 
Coming ; to trim our Lamps, have 
or Oil in thent, and "be always 
ready for the Bridezraods - "Det 
when” Men will unAert. the to make 
re:Ay bis Kinedom for" him, be 
his Doytiies till he come, and: 
think nothing bad enongh* can'be 
done to thoſe who will not comply 
A-3 with 


The Epilſtle 
with their pretended Power ' and 
Deſrens, they become one of the 
 moif peſtilent and dangerous 
Sedts i: the World. 
There is no doubt but that there 
are ſome Things which will juſt 
fie a Diviſron 5, otherwiſe, - there 
could be no colourable Pretence 
for-any Diviſton at all : But that 
mot of our SeFs are founded up- 
on unneceſſary and unjuſtifrable 
Cauſes, I ſuppoſe mot Men will 
acknowledge as to others, how te- 
#acious ſocver they may be of 
their own particular Opinions ; 
and perhaps ſome of them are bet- 
ter flighted than taken notice of, 
as being in their Nature not long- . 
liv'd, but apt to die of them- 
ſelves, if not revived by Oppoſe- 
tron: And ſuch, for ſome time, 
did 1 take to be the, Errour of 
thoſe called the Saturday-Sab- 
bath-Men, #/ by Experience I 
found them greatly increaſe, and 


many ſober, well-minded Perſons 
led 
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to the Reader: 
led away, or infefed therewith. 
Charity. to their Perlons, and 
Hopes to reFifie their Miſtake, 
was the great Motive which pre- 
vailed on me to write this little 
JTra#; and 1 ſhould think my 
Pains well beſtowed, if I could 
be 'an gore to recover ſome 
of the Deceived ; for as for the 
Deccivers, 1 deſpair of doing. 
Good of them : An honesSt Mind 
7s capable of Conviction ; but thoſe 
who have ſet up a Trade to de- 
ceive, have fo intereſſed them- 


ſelves in Gain and Credit, as 


will rarely ſuffer them to condeſ- 
cend to ſo much Self-demial, as to 
conply with Truth that makes 


| agarnit them. 


Some perhaps will ſay that this 


 Subjed hath been wrote on before ;, 


and I would willingly know what 
Subje&# hath not been wrote on be- 
fore ++ Many, indeed, have beer 
very bufre in this Matter 5 and. 
ſome who have wrote. with the 

greateit- 
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| gp Confidence in Words , 
have ſhewed the \greates} Weak- 
neſs of Argument ;, and ſeveral F 
have ſcarce had Patience to read, 
as being, in my Apprehenſtor, 
»mch fitter to. confound, than to 
fatishe any Man. Of all that 
have fell into my Hands, none 
feem to me written with greater 
Perſpicuity, and Strength of Ar- 
anment, than that Speech of \'Do- 
Hor Prideaux, then Maſter of 
the | Chair in Oxon, afterwards 
Bahop of Worceſter 5 and. the 
Letter and Anſwer to Mr. By- 
field, by our learned Brerewood : 
But: they having not to do with 
Men who  ſtriffly 'infited ' on 
the Day of the Jewiſh Sabbath, 
ronched but lightly on that Argu- 
eument ; and as new Errours a- 
iſe, or old ones are revived, fo 
they w#1n3k be wrote again5t afrcſh, 
with Arenments adapted. to. the 
Times, Perſons, Matter, and: 
Manner of Handling, which Þ 


have 
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to the Reader. 
have herein endeavoured ; and if 
I have failed, it may ſtir up ſome 
abler Pen to 4s it better 5 and it + 
wil] be ſome Satisfuition to me, if 
1 ſhould occaſronaily do ſome good 
that way, if none really in this. 

1 know many Men in theſe 
Days yelijh nothing but what is 
learned, and therefore will  ex- 
ped that this ſmall Treatiſe ſhould 
be ſtuffed with a World of Autho-- 
rities, and will wonder when 
they ſhall ſee not one Citation,” 
except from, holy Sctipturez and - 
yet 'perhaps I conld' have produ- 
ced as many as ſome of thoſe who 
; will be moit apt to find' fault for 
| want of them; but indeed, Þ have" 
' znduſtriouſly avoided them, as not 
agreeable to my' Deſrgn 5; 'for my | 
b Intention "was not to- write "to the" 
' Wiſe and Learned, but to the 
Weak and: Miſ-led 5 to ſuch as 
have honeſt Hearts, but want- 
diſtinguiſhing Heads 5 and dif- 

',  cera not clearly the difterent Diſ- 
penſations 
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penſations of God to Mankind, 


and the different Obligations 
thence ceaſing or ariſing « And 
theſe poor Men unhappily have 
Iittle regard for Fathers, or 
Councils, or the Judgment of 
learned Authors, but are rather 
prejudiced againit them, and yet 
. at the ſame time have a great Ve- 


eration for the holy Scriptures ;, 


and therefore in this Caſe I 
thought it mot proper to imitate 
St. Paul, who became all Things 
_ to. all Men, that if paſhble he 


might -gam ſome: And accord-. 
ingly, FE have dealt with them in. 


thetrr own. Way, aud managed 
their own Weapons: yet ſo as 
that Þ have not Geoled out. any 

rticular Perfons, er ( that 1 
34 of ) uſed any provoking 
Language z but have examimed 
only the Cauſe it ſelf, and endea- 
vonred to ſet that in a true Light ; 
and therefore, if I have not pleaſ- 
ed. them, I hope they will be ſer 
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ſible that T have no it! Will to- 


wards then. 

1 know not whether we are fal- 
lex into a more (ctibling or more 
cenſorious Age, wherein was ne- 
ver more Writing, and mever 
leſs Encouragement : Al20F eve- 
ry Man 3s forward to be in Print, 
and every Man is ready to damn 
it as ſoo: as it peeps abroad ; and 
1 ſhould be a very vain Man, if 
1 ſhould expe fuirer Ruarter 
than others. But if I have the 
good hap to diſentangle ſome of 
thoſe poor deluded Perſons froze 
their Errours, for whoſe Good I 
defrencd this, I value not all the 
Cenſures of our {uperwite Cri- 
ticks. I thank God, I am-con- 
ſcious to my ſelf of my own Sin- 
cerity ;, and to the beif of my 
Cuderflanding, I have ſet down 
plain Truth, without Keſpe of 
Perſons, and if my Pains be not 
worth Thanks, wy good Will 

may 


The Epiſtle, &c. 
z2ay deſerve Pardon ; who, if I 
have miſſed of my Aim, have | 
get endeavoured to do ſome Ser- | 
vices and ant : 


Yours in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
[( 
S. GrASCOME, | P 
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Ar Enquiry whether there was 


any fix d Weekly Sabbath 
before the Time of Moles. 


S Man was created for 
the Glory of God, to 
ereater- and itronger 
Oblig 4t1ons cannot be. 

chan thoſe laid on him to be du- 

ly ſubſervient to that End. His 

Very Being, and every Moment's 

] Con- 
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Continuance in that Being, the 
Supports and Comforts of his Be- 
ing, himſelf ana all he enjoys, 
flow all entirely trom the Kind- | 
neſs, Goodnels and Bounty of his ' 
Maker, without whom he not | 
only could have nothing? bur 
would even refolve into his firſt 
Nothing. But as 1t all this, which ; 
all the World beſide cannot be- 

ſrow, were not enough, he hath | 
promiſed more, greater and bet- | 
ter T hings.to thoſe who d 11gent- 
1y and fa; :thfully ſeek and lerve | 
him; even the raiſing again _ | 
glorifying their frail Podics, th 
perpetuating their Being, the ah- 
c1tion of ſuch pure, fall and'un- | 
interrupted Joys, as know no | 
Mixture of Alloy, Sorrow, or | 
[Trouble ;, together with the En- 

joyment of God himntelt, the 
moſt perfect Being; and. all this ; 
to all Eternity. Sy char Man ne- | 
ver 1o truly ferves hiraſelf, and 
his own Intereſt, as in {t rving | 


his God. y 
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of the SABBATH. 


If any Izgratitude could be fo 
great, or ſtrong, as to break tho- 
rough all theſe Obligations, yet 
one would think that even Folly 
it ſelf would not; for did not 


we ſee it with our Eyes, did not 


Experience riſe up beyond all 
Contradiction againſt Argnmert, 
certainly Reaſoz would think it 
ſelf impoſed upon to believe that 
any Man could be ſo prodigious 
and inveterate ann Enemy to him- 
ſelf, as from time to time per- 
verlly to reject all he could hope 
or wiſh tor. But to-cure Man of 
this deſparate Malady, and at 
once to ſecure him both to his 


Duty, and his Happineſs, God 


hath (as I may ſay ) in Mercy 


denounced the Vengeance of E- 


verlaſting Fire, unſpeakable and 
endleſs Torments, as the juſt Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe, who by dil- 
honouring their Maker, bid de- 
fiance to their own Bliſs. For 
though no Puniſhment can be 

| S 2 =—_ 
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too {ſevere for thoſe who thus af- 


front an Infinite and infinitely 
gracious God, and court their 
own Miſery and Ruin z, yet that 
God who delights not in the 


Death of a Sinner, hath ordain- . 


ed, and in ordaining hath fore- 
warned us of this endleſs and in- 
tolerable State of the Damned ; 
not that Men might tall into it, 
but that they might take care 
to avoid It ; and Jn avoiding it, 
be happy. "And when Life and 
Death, Eternal Happineſs and 
Everlaſting Miſery, and an un- 
avoidable Neceſlity of coming 
into one or other of theſe two 
States are fet before a Man, one 
would think there ſhoald need 
little Conſtderation to determine 
his Chorce, or any tarther Motive 
to ſpur him to his Dxty. 
Since therefore Man is under 
a Necellity to be dutiful to his 
God, if he would either arrive 
at Happineſs, or clcape Eternal 
Maſcry, 
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of” the SABBATH. I 
Miſery, the next Enquiry ir 
courſe will be, How we may ſo 
ſerve him, that our Service may 
| be acceptable to him? How we 

may ſo glorifie him, as not to 
diſhonour him ? For when Men 
will be wife over-much, and pre- 
fkcribe to God, rather than accept 
Preſcriptions fron: him ; when 
they will calculate their Duties 
tor their Humours, little Inte- 
reſts, Di{z1tts, Ambition, or the 
hke, we ſee by woful Experience 
that they have converted their 
very Re/i5i92 into a [ajance, and 
made wit they accounted their 
Duty to become their 5:7. But 
to prevent this Miſchief alſo, it 
hath pleaſed the All-wife and 
. Gracious God to reveal his Mind 
| and Will in this matter ſo fully 
| and clearly, that none need want 
| ſufficient Directions how to or-: 
der themſelves in every State, 
Condition and Relation of Lite, 
and manage all the Actions of it 
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to his Glory. But becauſe it is 
not my Bulineſs at this time to 
run thorough ſo large a Field, I 

ſhall only inſtance in one thing, 

which God hath laid as a com- 
mon Duty upon all ; and that's, 
his Publick Worſhip. T herein we 
acknowledge him to be Sove- 
reign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
of all Mankind, and particularly 
of our ſelves; and that we and all 
ought to live in Subjection and 
Obedience to him. In our Pray- 
ers, Praiſes and Thankſgivings 
we own to the World our entire 
ependance upon him, our ab{o- 
Iate Submiſhon to him, and that 
we'receive all our good Things 

from lim ; and that to do this, 
1s no lets the Duty of others, than 
our ſelves. In hearing of his ho- 


iy Word, we do as it were con- 


fe in the Face of the World, 
that of him we ought to learn 
our Duty, and take his Revela- 


tions tor our Rule. In participa- 
ting 


Ks. —_— we 
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ting of the holy Myſteries, we 
do profeſs our Faith and Incor- 
» poration into the Myſtical Body 
| of Chriſt, from whence we de-- 
rive thoſe Supplies and Benefits, 
which are not clſewhere to be 
expected. And theſe things God 
hach to required of us, that he 
interprets the Negle& thereof to 
be a being aſhamed of him ; yea, 
even a denying of him. Hence 
our Saviour tells us, that thoſe Mark 8.32, 
who are aſhamed of him, or dc- "—— wu 
| 23 him before Men, he will be” 
| aſhamed of them, and der +; them 
before his Father whicls iS IN 
Heaven. Seeing we recerve all- 
from God, and owe all to him, 
the leaſt, certainly, we can do 1s, 
trecly and openly to acknow- 
ledge itz and yet, as little as this 
1s, it 1$ "that whereby we moſt 
apparently give Glory to him, 
| and ſet forth his Infinite Power 
| and Goodneſs: So that could all 
our Time be thus ſpent in mag- 
B 4 pifying 
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nifying his great and glorious - 
| Name, it would be little 1n re- | 


ſpect of what we owe to him. 
But ſuch 1s the Nature of Man, 
eſpecially ſince his Fall, -that 
much of our Time 1s ſpent in 
queſt of Supplies for our Neceſli- 
Lies, much 1n diſcharge of our 
Duty towards others, or -di{- 
patching our Afﬀairs with them : 
And therefore, that God (to 
whom we owe all ) may not be 
robbed of his Share, it 1s nece(- 
{ary that {uch a certain Portion 
be ſet apart for his Service, that 
we fail not to make a due Ac- 
knowledginent of his Sovereigr.- 
ry over us, and our Subjcction to 
him. And if this be not done, 
and duly obſerved, ſuch an A- 
verſion to Divine Vatters hath 
ſeized our corrupt Natures, that 
we ſhall be very apt from time 
to time to incroach more upon 
God's Share, tilt we have left 
him none at all, and fo to live 
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of the SABBATH. 


as without God 1n the World ; 
from whence nothing can bee ex 
pected but a Curle upon our pre- 
{ent Bleflings, and Eternal Dam- 
nation hereafter. But now, what 
proportion of Time it 1s which 
ought to be employcd in this part 
of God's Service ; and whether 
God for ſome time lefr it to the 
Diſcretion of Man, to try how 
liberal he would be to his:God, 
who had given him all; or. 
whether God did ſer out ſuch a 
Portion of Time which he would 
have appropriated to his publick 
Worſhip » not abridging Man 
trom making a Free-W1ll Otfer-- 
ing of what mare he could ſpare; 
and what that Time i is, and w he- 
ther always the ſame proportiorr 
of Time, and whether altcred or 
alterable, 1s. a Queſtion which 
(the more's the picy )) ſome have 
brought into Controverlie ; the 
Confid2ration of which I anr 
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Thoſe who would make the 
Jewiſh Sabbath of immutable Ob- 
ligation, though they run upon 
an Errour which endangers no 
leſs than the Overthrow of the 
whole Chriſtian Faith, yet they 
make a very ſpecious Plea, and 
{eem to lay the Foundation very 
deep, if the Ground were found ; 
but they build in a Quagmire, 
which {lips from under Them. 
They begin as low as the Crea- 
tion, urging that Text of Moſes, 
ug Aud on the Soenth Day God end- 
ed his Work which he Hee made, 
and he reſted on the Seventh Day 
from all the Work which he had 
made; and God bleſſed the Se- 
venth Day, and ſandified it, be- 
cauſe that in it he had reſted from 
all his Work which God created 
and made. Now by the Seventh 
Day in this place, 1s plainly 

meant the Seventh Day from the 
Gore ton; which in the Weekly 
Courſe was afterwards made the 
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Jewiſh Sabbath, and is the ſame 
which -we call Saturday. Nor 
do I ſee how this can = avoid- 
ed, unleſs by flying to their Hy- - 
potheſis who will not allow 1ſo 
much Time, but make ſhort 
Work of the Creation. Þut as 
this is not to xztye, but ct the 
Knot, ſo 1t would be to run into 
a ſcandalous Miſchief, and un- 
 pardonable Crime: For this 1s 
not only to tura Moſes into Fi- 
con, but to make the Reaſon 
on which the Sabbath was found-. 
ed to be falſe, and to give the d1- 
rect Lye to God himſclt, who ſo 
often urges the due Obſervation 
of the Sabbath on the Fews with 
this Reaſoii, It is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God. Nor can they 
heal cl hemiely es by ſaying, That 
whenever God ceaſed from the 
Works of, the Creation, it may 
properly: be called a Sabbath; be 
the Tine more or leis: For it iS . 


not urged barely to prove or af- 
tert 


The Scripture-Hiſtory 
ſert a Sabbath, or God's Reſting 
from the Creation ; but+ a Sab- 
bath, one Day in Sever, and par- 
ticularly that Day of the Sever. 
I (hall theretore leave thoſe Men 
to ihitr for themſelves, and ſeek 
no Help from ſuch as will be-fo 
wiſe as to know more, or better, 
than God has revealed ; eſpecial- 
ly in thoſe Matters which we can 
come to no certain Knowledge 
of, but by Revelation. ©. Be” it 
therefore freely granted, thatby 
the Seventh Day 1s here meant 
that which in ſucceeding Times 
was the Jewiſh Sabbath, and 1s 
our Saturdays And then 1t will 
alto be plain, that God did per- | 
{onally, and by himſelf, bleſs | 
and ſandifre that Day at that 
time, becauſe, he did then refe, 
and ceafe from the Works of the 
Creation. And if .it, could be 
farther proved that God did then 
fo bleſs and ſandifie theSabbath, 
as'to c{tabliſh it for a Law to 
Adam 
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Adam 1n Paradiſe, that he and 
all his Poſterity might obſerve it, 


_*1t would go a'great way to prove 
 1t obligatory upon all Mankind ; 


and ſo obligatory, as not to be 
abrogated or altered, but by the 
ſame Power that eſtabliſhed it. 
Before therefore I can proceed to 
trace the Sabbath through the 
whole Series of the Scrzptures, it 
will be-neceſlary to ſet this Text 
in a true Light; and it ts ſo 
much the more neceſlary, be- 
cauſe the miſunderſtanding -1t 
hath been a grievous Stumbling- 
block to many well-meaning 
Chriſtians. | 
The greateſt part of this Text 
15 ſo plain, that he that runs may 
read and underſtand 1t too; the 
only difticulty hes 10 theteWords, 
And God bleſſed the Seventh Day, 
and ſanGified it. Now 1t 1s ob- 
ſervable, that the Seventh Day is 
three tunes mentioned 1n this 
Text, but the Sabbath not at all, 
nor 
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nor indeed any where elſe, till it 


comes to be given as a Law. to 
the Children of 1ſraet - So that 


by the Seventh Day may be meant ' 


that particular Seventh Day next 
and immediately {ſucceeding the 


Six Days of the Creation : For 
when all things had received 


their Being and Means of Suly- 
{iſtence by the Power and Good- 
neſs of God, and theſe Benefits 
were fre{h, ſurprizing and ama- 
zing upon them, it cannot®be 
imagined but that all, eſpecially 
Angels and Man, ſhould with all 
Joy and Wonder break forth, 
and with their utmoit Vigour 


train themſelves, to ſet forth the. 


Praiſes of their Maker: So that 
not only God himſelf wasat that 
time pleaſed with, and approved 
what hehad done, but the Crea- 
ture was moſt ſenſible, and thank- 
fal for the wonderful Benefir. 
And thus that particular Seventh 
Dayſeems in a particular manner 
tO: 
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1 to be conſecrated to God's Glo- 


ry: And this Senſe will flow eaſi- 
ly,naturally and direftly from the 
Words.; but then they make lit- 


tle or nothing to inforce an Ob- 


{ſervation of the Sabbath, which 
ſome would hence infer. Now 
though this 1s true, yet I ſhall 
not inſiſt on it ; for Ido verily be- 
lieve that Moſes, in theſe Words, 
had a farther Meaning than all 
this; and it 1s agreed on all 
hands, that he here gives the 
Reaſon why God did make 
choice of the Seventh Day ra- 
ther than any other, on which 
he did fix the Sabbath : But whe- 
ther not only the Reaſor be gi- 
ven, but the I-ſ?:tutior it elf ſet 
up and declared at this time, 1s 
the great Queſtion. 

That I may not be trouble- 
ſome or tedious in running after 
trifling or little Matters, the prin- 
cipal Opinions in this Caſe are 
two; whereof, the one will 
needs 
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needs finda preſent Inſtitution in 
theſe Words; the other ſays, 
they are- ſpoken by way. of Pro- 


tepſis,, or Anticipation : The one 


{ays, that God reſting on the Se- 
venth Day from the Works of 
the Crlitinn, did then, at that 
very time, appoint and conſti- 
tute that Day to be a Sabbath to 
all Generations : The other ſays, 
That Moſes having given us a 
Relation of the Works of. the 
Creation on the Six Days, and 
God's Reſting on the Seventh, 
took occation thence to tell us 


the Reaſon why God fixed on: 


that Day for the Sabbath, which 
he appointed to the Fews in Mo- 
ſes's Time, and by th&Mediation 
of Moſes; and which, for that 
Reaſon, he might beſt know. 
Thoſe who are for an Inſtitution 
of the Sabbath at this time, rely 
ſolely on this Text fof their Evi- 
dence and Proof; yet to, as they 
arc apt to fuppoſe that the Pa- 
LrIArcns, 
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triarchs, in their Worſhip, did 
pay ſome Deterence to this Day. 


But that Suppoſition 1s utterly 


groundleſs, there being no Foot- 
ſteps of any ſuch thing in all the 
Scripture-Hiltory of the Patri- 
archs, nor any Colour to pre- 
tend that they had a Regard to 
any fixed Sabbati, The only 
Reaſon why they {uppote ſo, 1s 
their firſt Miſtake, becauſe they 
think the Sabbath to be inititu- 
ted at this time; and that there- 
tore they would not have utter- 
ly neglected God's {»ſtitytion 5 

ut 15 this prove an Errour them 
they only beat the Air, and this 


Argument vaniſhes into nothing. : 


Now that the Sabbath was not at 
this time inftituted, but only a 
Reaſon given, why that Day was 
made choice of when 1t was at- 
terwards inſtituted, will be very 
clearly evident, if we conſider 
either thoſe Reaſons which the 


Scripture ſuggeſts to us, or the 
Matter 


of 6 
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Matter of fact therein all along 
related ; ſome of which I ſhall 
lay down now, and others will 
occaſionally offer themſelves as 
we ſhall proceed in unfolding the 
whole Matter. 

Theſe Words, God bleſſed the 
Seventh Day, ad ſanGifred it, 1i 
extended to relate to any thing 
farther than that particular Se- 


venth Day unmediately follow- 


ing the Creation, are an Hittori- 


+ Cal Narration eclling us what was 


done, not when it was done. 
And therefore, if we can find 
out a certain Time, when the 
Sabbath was inſtituted, 1t is good 
Reaſon to refer theſe Words to 
that Time, as giving us the 
Reaſon why, in the Inſtitution 
of the Sabbath, God made choice 
of that Day, rather than any 
other. Now nothing 1s more 


. evident than that God inſtituted 


the Sabbath many Generations 
aiter, in the time of Moſes, from 
whom. 
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whom we have the Account both 
of the Creation and that [nſtitu- 
tion. Now when we have a cer- 
tain Time of the Sabbatical Inſti- 
tation, to leave that, and ſeek at- 
ter an uncertain, imaginary Time, 
is co deſert plainTrutk i in the open 
Field, and hunt after Errour. - So 
that" the moſt that can be made 
of theſe V/ords, in the ſtricteſt 
Interpretation, can amount to no 
more than this, 't hat God might 
then {anctifie the Seventh Day by 
eſti.ation to be made a 5 Sabbath, 
which ae actualiy pertormed 1n 


the time of Mofes, and by his. 


Mediation, who gIVES us the 
Reaſon of it. 

Farther, When the Com- 
mandment for the Sabbath was 
by God's Appointment publiſhed 
by Moſes, theſe very Words are 
repeated and inſerted in the Bo- 
dy of it, as the Reaſon of its be- 
Ing inſtituted on that Day, and 


therefore ought to be ſuppoſed 
to 
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to refer to that time : And when | 
we find no other Inſtitution of |} 
the Sabbath, and theſe Words 


particularly applied to it, and 


urged as the Reaſon of it, what 


can we think, but that it was 
mtended for that Inſtitution ? 
And if any former Inſtitution be 
fought for, then the Meoſaical 
w1ll not be the F:rf#, but the Se- 


cond, or rather a Revival-of a: 


former Inſtitation ; in which caſe 
we may reaſonably ſuppole that 
ſuch former Inftitution would 
have been taken notice of, or at 
aſt there or ſome where elſe 
hinted at: But the Moſaical In- 
{titution takes no manner of no- 
tice of any. former Inſtitution, 
but 1s plainly delivered as a new 
thing; nor 1s there any where 
the leaſt Intimation of any for- 
mer Obſervation of it, as ſhall be 
more fully declared hereafter. 
Again, If we enquire after the 
End and Deſign of hrs 
O 
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j of the Sabbath, God himielf thus 
! tells the Fews what it was; It 3s Exod. 31. 
$ aSign betwixt me and you through- 13s 
7 out all your Generations. And 
{ long after, God quickens them to 
# their Duty, remembring them of 
: the ſame thing by the Prophet ; 
' Hallow my Sabbaths, and they ſhall Ezck. 20, 
: bea Sign between me and you, that ** 
' ye may know that 1 am the Lord 
; your God. So that the Obſerva- 
F tion of the Szbbath was to be a 
Mark of their being God's pecu- 
liar People, and of their being 
under his ſpecial Protection and 
Favour, and to put a Difference 
between them and the reſt of the 
profane World. Now, how 
could this be, if the Sabbath was 
before appointed to Adam in the 
State u Innocency 2 For then it 
would have concerned him and 
all his Poſterity, and reached to 
all Mankind; and ſo could not 
! have been a Sign between God 
and thc I-aelites 7, e. that he 
was 
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was in a peculiar manner their | 


God, and they his peculiar Peo- * 
ple: For that wluch 15 common | 
to all, cannot be a diſtinguiſhing | 
Mark or Character ot one from | 


another ; and if all had the Sab- 


bath before, it could be no pecu- |: 


liar Right or Mark of the Jews ' 


then ; from whence we may rea- 
{onably conclude, that the Sab- 


bath was not inſtituted till given ! 
by Moſes, to the Children of 1 ! 


rael. 

I ſhall now for a while leave 
this ſort of Reaſoning, to run 
along with the Hiſtory, and en- 
quire after Matter of Fact, and 
try if we can trace out any ſuch 
Obſervation before the Time of 


' Moſes; and if no Sabbatizing ap- 


pear, we may conclude there was 
none at that time ; for, for a 
thing not to be, or not to ap- 
pear to be, is much the ſame 
thing as to our paſting a Judg- 
ment upon it ; eſpecially it there 
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be Reaſon to think*that there 


to be ſufficient Evidence to make 
J the thing appear, 1t there were 
I any ſuch thing at all. Now, 
" though the World ſoon degene- 
rated, and the Generality fell i 1n- 
to all lewd and abominable Pra- 
. © ,ctices, yet there were {ome all 
| alons wholtood firm to the Wor- 
| } thip of God, and in defiance of 
. | all the Provocations, Tempta- 

' tions and Abuſes of a wicked 
 & World, did openly profeſs and 

! adore his holy Name: And if 

; this certain Sabbath was not ob- 
| ſerved cither by thoſe brave He- 
| roical Men of the farſt Ages of 


God, or by any other of the Ge- 
neration-of the faithful and true 
Vw orſDipper's r of (79 2d. till the Tyme 
of Moſes, we may conclude that 
there was no 1ſuch Infiitution 
known ;z for had it been known, 
doubtleſs ; ic would not have been 
neglected, 


bh ? could not, in all-ikelihood, fail 


the World, fuled the. Sons of 
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neglected, at leaſt not by all of þ | 


them; and being the leaſt Foot- | 


ſteps of it are not to be found in ; 


their Practice, Sayings, or other- 


wiſe, it 1s reaſonable to infer | 


there was no ſuch thing ; for 
had it been inſtituted, it could 
not have eſcaped. their Know- 
ledge, for whoſe ſake it was in- 
{ſtituted ; and had they known it, 
we cannot think ſuch extraordj- 
nary Religious Perſons would fo 
unanimoutly have affronted God 
in profaning it : And therefore, 
unleſs we will condemn all thoſe 
Generations of the Juſt, we muſt 
allow the Sabbath not to be in- 
{ſtituted till the Time of Moſes. 
But to make this more plain, 
let us deſcend to Particulars, and 
make our Search from the Be- 
ginnings; theſe Words of Moſes, 
CONcerning Gou's reſting on the 
Seventh Du , and ſandifying it, 
relate to the Time immediately 
tollowing the Creation ; and 
therefore 
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: therefore, 1f any Sabbatical In- 
: {titution then obligatory on Man 
2 be intended by them, 'it muſt be 


given to Adam in Paradiſe. But 
what Reaſon could there be. to 
{et apart one Day from the reſt, 
to him, whoſe every Day's Em- 
ployment was the Worſhip, Ho- 
nour and Service of his God, 
without any Avocations from it? 


: He was ſeated in the nudſt of 


* Delight and Plenty, where all 


. things were abundantly provi- 


"Y En < 


| ded to his hand; ſothat no toil- 
ſome Labour or Fore-caſt for the 


Supply of his Neceflities. could 


! take him off, or hinder him from 


| the Exerciſe of his Duty towards 
| his Maker : And his Life was 


then a State of Innacence, where- 


{ in Sin was unknown; ſo that 


| Care, and Pains, and Sin, being 
1 then Strangers to Im, every 
| Day, for the Uſe of 1t, was a 
! Sabbath to him, and not one 
above another. Moreover, He 

| C had 
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as hence it appears that there 


The Scripture-Hiſtory 
had then a particular Famultarity 
with God, who converlſed daily 
with him ; and therefore we ! 
mult allow him not only to pay : 
a purer and more conitant Wor- | 
ſhip, but after an eſpecial man- ! 
ner to be with God there. And 


__—__ 
ng 


was no need or occaſion for a : 
particular Sabbath in Paradiſe, 1o ' 
the niceſt Reading will:not at- 
ford any Intimation that Adam 
obſerved any ſuch there. 

But the Devil will {lipin where : 
he finds the leaſt Opportunity, | 
or Advantage; for repining at, 
and envying Man's happy State, he | 
watched his Time,and gained his - 
Point, to tempt him to his Fall, x 
whereby Man corrupted his Fa- ! 
culties, -and derived that Cor- ? 
ruption to his Poſterity ; and he | 
that was created after the Image | 
of God, having now defaced that | 
Image, 1s faid to beget a Son 11 his | 
own Likeneſs, after bis onn Inge. 
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So that now the Caſe ſeemed to 
be much altered ; for he that 
before wanted nothing, now ut 
the Sweat of his Brows eats his 
Bread z the Ground being curl- 
ed for his ſake, brought forth 


Thorns and Bryars, inſtcad of 


pleaſant Fruits; ſo that much 
of his Time and Pains was rec- 
quired to till, plant and order 
it, that it might aftord him a 
Supply for his Bodily Necetlt- 
ties. And, worle than all this, 
his Nature bein g now cortupted, 
not only gave Star greater Ad- 
vantage, but he became too 
much * his OWn 1empter, being 
too inclinable of himſelf to mil- 
{pend his Time in Wickedneſs 


_and Vanity. And when; the 


Danger of Sin on the one hand, 
and Neceſſity of Labour on the 
other, either required, 'or was 
apt to ſteal away to much of his 
Time, it ſeemed very requiſite 
and convenient to ſequeſter ſome 
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part of it for the Worſhip of | 
God, leſt in proceſs of time it 


ſhould be totally negle&ed; and 
Sin get the Dominion over htm. 
And that he did fo, 1s certain; 


but whether that Time was ar- : 


bitrary or fixed, what propor- 


ak 


tion of Time was allowed; or | 
whether any certain Proporti6n | 


of Time, 1s uncertain. It 1s rea- 


{onable from the Hiſtory tocon- 


clude, that all along more or 


leſs was allotted-for that purpoſe, 
according as the Perſons were 


more religioufly inclined, and 
the Fear of God more prevailed | 
with them: But that God him- * 
{elf did as yet preſcribe any ſuch * 
Proportion of Time as Oze Day " 

$:; which all without Ex- © 
ception ſhould entirely dedicate * 
to his Worſhip, whatever other 4 
Time they might freely of their | 
own accord allow for that-Uſe, * 
"ET think doth no where appear ; ' 
neither was there as yet theſame | 
Occaſion ” 
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Occaſion for it as, there was at- 
terwards, as I preſume, will be 
made evident by the Sequel of 
this Diſcourſe. 

That Adam was a very ſ{or- 


rowful and ſincere Penitent for 


his Sin, 1s.generally agreed ; nor 


can.it be well imagined, : buc that 
the Senſe of his Fall from {o 


happy a State, into ſuch a trou- 
bleſome, dangerous and damna- 


ble Condition, ſhould wound his. 


very Soul with a deep, Sorrow, 
even to Confuſion ; and ſo much 
the more, for that God himſelf 
was the Reprover of his Crimes, 
whoſe Reprehenſions could not 


be withſtood, but ſtruck him to: 


the Heart ; and though God, 1n 
Mercy and Compaſiion, did ad- 
miniſter Comfort to his afflicted 
Mind, and enter afreſh into Co- 
venant with him, making his loſt 
Condition recoverable through 
the- Promiſe of the Meſſrs; yet 
was it Conditional, which kept 

C 3 him 
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hm ever” upon' the Gootl' Beha-' 
viour;' and doubtleſs, not only 
the 'Sehfe of his own Sin and* 
Fall, but the Injury he had'done 
hs Poſterity, made him not on- 
ly more watchful over himſelf, 
but more careful to inſtra& and 
bring up his Children in the Fear {| 
of the Lord; and accordingly, 7 
we find them cxercifed m Acts *' 
of Religions Worſhip.  Caiz 
brings of the Fruzt, of the Ground 
an Offerine unto the Lord: and 
Abel, he brings of the F:r/thzngs 


of his Flock, and of the Fat there- 
of Here are Inſtances of Wor- 
fhip, but no Inſtance; of any Sab- 


b2Þ; and, that there ſhould be 
fnſtances of Worſhip, for which 
there 1s no Precept recorded, and 


none of any Sabbath, nor any 


Complaint of the Negle& of it, 


for which fome would pretend a 
Precept, ſeems very. fttange if 
there had been any ſach' Pre- 


cept: And indeed, though there 
is 
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” 15 no; Precept recorded, yet 1t 1s: 


: reaſonable to believe that there 
} had ſome. Precept or Dire&ion 
/ been given by God concerning 
1 Sacrifice, for the Fact 1s here ac- 
; cepted and approved by God ; 
for though it 1s true that God 
had: not reſpect to. Caim, and 


_ © -his Offering, yet it was not be- 


* cauſe heditallowed the Fac, but 
; reproves the Falſencſs and Hy- 

| pocrifte of the Man, whoſe Heart 
was not right in what he did; 
for had the Fact it feif been dif- 
allowed, Abel's Offering -muſt 
' have been rejetted, as well as 
Cain's, And it 1s very probable 

/ that this was not the firſt Offer- 
ing; for we'read how, imme- 
| diately after the Fall, God made 


3X 


to Adam and his Wite Coats of cen.3.21; 


_ Skins, and cloathed them : Now 


it 1s utterly unlikely, that in ſo 


' -ſhort-'a time, 'and before the 
' Curſe upon the Earth, any Beaſts 
ſhould die of themſelves, and 

| C4 there 
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there was" no Occaſion to kill | 

any for Food, becauſe Man ate ' 
no Fleſh till after the Flood: It b 
is therefore moſt probable that : 
they were the Skins of Beaſts kil- 3 
led for Sacrifice; not for Sin- ' 
Offerings, Man having no Oc- 
caſion for that before the Fall ; 

but as Holocauſts, or Thank- | 
Offerings, in Acknowledgment 
that he received all from God, 
and owed all to him. And there- 
fore it 1s reaſonable to conclude, 
that the Precept or DireCtion for | 
Sacrifice was given to Man even 
in Paradiſe : But the Reafon 
why it 15 not recorded ſeems to 
be this; That Moſes, when he 
wrote this Hiſtory, was by the 
Command of God to preſcribe 
the Rules of all ſorts of Sacrifi- 
ces, even to the minute Circum- 
ſtances of them; and: fo there 
being no farther Uſe for any for- 
mer Precept, it was needleſs to 
rehearſe it, But if there. had 

been 
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been any. former Precept con-. 
ceraing the Sabbath, it had been 


highly needful to refreſh their 


, Memory with-it, when it had 


been ſo totally negledted. 


After the Murther of Abel, it 
pleaſed God to give Adam an- 
other Son, Seth, who trod in the 
Steps of his Brother Abel, and: 


from whom the Poſterity of the 


Faithful were continued, And 


in the Time of his Son Eros it 
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is ſaid; That ther begar Mew tg Gen.4-26, 


call upon the Name of the Lord , 
or rather, in ſtrictneſs of Read- 


ing, to have the Name of the 
Lord called upon therts, i.e. as 


it is in the Margin more agree- 
able to our Engliſh (diome, to 


call themſelves by the Name of 
the Lord ; hereby diſtinguiſhing: 
themſelves from the boyſterous 
Poſterity of Cain, who: either: 
neglected the Worſhip of: God,. 


- ot. "like their Father: Caiz, did 


UMI 


not pertorm it with a true and 
C 5 faith- 
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| elttfut Heart, but lived vitiouſ-- 
ly and profancly, as the Diſtin- 
ion is after plainly ſet down 3 
where ſhewing how the. total 
Degeneracy of Mankind was at 
laſt brought about, it is ſaid, 
flees: 1,2. That the Sons of God ſaw the 
rragnenk of Men, that they were 
far, &c., . And, though. it ap- 
cars that there was all along 
itherto, a Generation. of the 
Faithful and true Worſhippers of 
God, yet is there not the leaſt 
Intimation of any Sabbath - 

ſerved by them, Or regl, eted 
the other. It is recorded of rol 
| _ 3-23» ocþ, that he lived. Three Hu- 
+ Ba dred fexty and five Years before 
| his Tranſlation ;. and this Teſti- 
mony 3s given of him, that he 
zpalked with God; 3.c. the whole 
Courſe of. his -Life, was ſuch” a 
continued Exerciſe of Picty and 


traordinary manner pleaſing to 
God, inſomuch that he ſuffered 
him 


Devotion, . that he was in an ex- 
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hitn/ not. to-die, as other Men, 

but immediately tranſlated him 
to a more happy State. Indeed, 

the whole Scene of this Man's 
Life, for his Converſation. and 
Holineſs, may ſeem to be as one 
entire Sabbath, and I wiſh others 
could follow. the Pattern ; but 


there 1s not the leaſt Intimation 


that he or any other obſerved 
any fixed Sabbath, as remarkable 
and diſtinguiſhable from other 
Tumes. 

If we proceed now to the 
Times immediately preceding 
the Deluge, when God: was {o- 
highly provoked with the Wic- 
kednels of the Old World, that 
he reſolved to deſtroy the whole 
Race of Mankind, except Noah 
and his Family, he is pleaſed to 
tell us the Cauſes that moyed 
him to ſend this ſevere Judg- 
ment, their great and arreclaug- Gen.6. 
able 9ins, 245 Glattony, Drunken- 


nels, Laſciviouſueſs, congigyat 
© | Bar= 
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| Barbaricies, Outrages and Vio- 
4 lence 3, and that Villanies and 


Villainous Contrivances * had 
wholly. poſleſſed © their - very 
Thoughts and Hearts : But for 
Violation of the Sabbath, 'there 
3s not: the leaſt Reproof, or 
Hint. Now, ſeeing God fo ſe- 
verely reprehends the Jews for 


the profaning of his' Sabbaths, 


and at every turn takes-not ſo 
much notice of any Sin as this, 


certainly in enumerating the 
Sins of the old World, he would 
not have been altogether filent 
as to this, . if there had been 
any -Sabbath- under Precept ; 
and if there had, there can be 


no. Doubt but ſuch profligate 


Wretches as they are deſcribed 
to- be, would have. given -him 
ſufficient-Occaſion to mention” it 
with the higheſt Indignation. 
But; -m truth, that Sin, againſt 


which the Sabbath was after- 
wards deviſed and inſtituted, as 


a Bar 
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5 a Bar and Fence, 'was not then 
| t into the World ; for by 
1 reaſon of the long Lives of the 
1 Patriarchs, (Ad4az, the firſt Man, 
: living'even into the: Days of La- 
: mech, the Father of Noah,,) it 
; was not poſhble that the Tradi- 
# tion of the ſtation ſhould be 
* corrupted, and the Notion of 
7 God the Creator of all Things 


- defaced: And [this was; farther 


ſtrengthen'd by thoſe particular 
Manifeſtations which God fre- 
quently made of himſelf, to ſe- 
veral Perſons, in thoſe firſt Ages ; 
ſo that as yet there could be no 
Room for the Admiſſion of [4o- 
latry, which was the $7z which 
afterwards occaſioned the: Sqab- 
bath to be inſtituted. And hence 
I think it appears, that from A4- 
dam to the Time of the Flood, 
which 1s upwards of One Thou- 
fand and: Six . Hundred Years, 
though the Worſhip of God was 
all along carefully upheld an 
| ſome 
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ture «-Hiflry 
ſome p 
fach thin 
Sabbath, or the Obſervatiox of i it, 
was known to any. 


What hath been already faid, | 


may, I ſuppoſe, fſatisfie any im- 
partial rea onab dan, that the 
Text in Gemejts? 


tain any preſent Inſtitution, but ' 
only ſhews the Reaſon why God | 


particularly fixed on that' Day, 
when he afterwards inſtituted 
the Sabbath + So that now I 


rtic tar ar Þ amilies, . yet.no / 
10g as the keſtitution of a | 


3 


bth not con- 


might kap over the reſt of the 


Time, and go preſently to the 
Inſtitution it-{elf. But becauſe 


the Conſideration of the: inter- 


mediate 'Tjme may-- contribute 


much to the Diſcovery of the 


true Reaſon which occaſioned 


the Sabbath afterwards to be 1nſti- 


tuted, Tſhall beginagainat Nos, 


-and trace the Matter by tair and 


gentle Steps, till we come to over- | 


take. Moſes in the Wilderneſs. 


When Noah and his Family were | 


enter'd 
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| enter'd into the Ark, the 
| lienfions of ſach a dreadful Uni- 
| verſal og po as ſwept away 

- notonly all Mankzrd, but the " 
9 ry Beaſt of the Earth, arid-Fowls 


of the SAM 


of the Ain, muſt needs/ affect 
them with the deepeſt Senſe of 


/ their own Danger, and ſtir them 


up tothe mo ſerious and paſ- 


> fionate Devotion ; their Veſſel 


floating 'under them , without 
any Ground 'to-tonch. on ; the 
Heavens pouring down im 


.tuous Showers, continually beats 


ing over their Heads ; the hor- 


Tid Ontcries and Skreatns of Men, 


Women and Children: ron 
about them, finking ; and the 
fearful Roarings and ſtrange 
Noiſes of Beaſts and ' Fowl, in 
vain ſtriving to avoid the com- 
mon Deſtruction ; theſe, I ſay, 
and other diſmal Circumſtances 
of that fatal Deluge, left no 
Room for Coldneſs and Indiffe- 


_ rency, but did effectually rouze 


them | 


} 


them to ab Praiſes. of 
God for. their Eſcape, and. as 
continual Prayers that he would 


; 


\ 


ſtill preſerve:them.. Nor was it * 


a.ſbort\Time that they, were 1n 
this . Condition :. F orty Days, 
without Intermiſſion, continued 
the Fury of that frightful Storm ; 
an Hundred and Fifty Days the 
Waters-prevailed,; or, increaſed ; 

on the Seventeenth;Day of the * 
Second Month Noah enter'd in- 
to- the Ark, and the Ark reſted 
not on any Ground till the Se- 
venteenth Day of the Seventh 
Month ;-and on the Seven and 
Tweenticth Day. of the Second 
Month again, he and his Family 
went out of the Ark, and then 
ſo kalous and afraid, that they 
durſt not ſtir out till God com- 
manded- them : So that they 
were a full Year confin'd to this 


Wooden Tenement, partly. for 


tear of the Waters, partly. be- 
cauſe the Earth was not yer fit 
for 


— 
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for Habitation. Theſe things fo 
quicken'd their Thanktfulneſs 


and Devotion, that the firſt 
thing we read that Noab did 


2 after his coming out of the Ark, 


was, to build an Altar unto the 
Lord, and to take of every Clean 
Beaſt and Fowl, and:offter Burnt- 


Offerings ther&on' 5 and there 1s 


no doubt but the Remembrance 
of thoſe things ſtruck an Awe, 
more or leſs, upon all thofe Per- 
ſons all the Days of their Lives; 
though we find it did not work 
on all alike. However, neither 
in the Ark, nor out of the Ark; 
do we read of any Sabbath ob- 
ſerved or mentioned by Noah 
or his Sons z which certainly 
they would not have neglected, 
had they ever heard of any 
ſuch thing under Precept ; and 
it would have been as reaſon- 
able to have expected that to be 
mentioned as Sacrificing, which 


yet 1s not done, either here, or 
at 


+ 


Thee 7: re-FHzſtory. 


at anytime "before, from- the | 


Creation. 


It 3s:not te be doubted, but | 


that the Deluge left a ſtrong Itn- 


preſiton. on thoſe who® eicaped | 
itz and that they related; it in | 
all its terrible: Circumſtances, to | 
their Children- and Off-ſpring : % 


And-as it had the good' Effect 
upon ſome, to. keep them cloſe 
and right to the Worſhip of 
God, and .to ſeek their Prote- 


_ Ction from him ;/ 1o-1t ſtrook a 


{trange Terrour 1 in the worlt; as 
we may perceive by their Con- 
trivance in the Plain of Shiar, 
where they attempred, for their 
fature Security, tobuild a Tower 
that ſhould'reach up to Heaven ; 

ſuch ſtrange Dotages do Men 
run. intv, when not truſting to 
God,:and his Promiſes, they will 
rely upon their own Inventions - 


Yet”hitherto, though we” read | 


of great Wickedneſs, yerwe hear 
RY of any [4olatyy in the 
World ; 


NR Gros. 


UN 


| of the SABBATH. 
1e |World'; but after the Confuſion: 
- Hof Languages," when they went 
ie Jont by their Families an Colo-: 
1- nies, and fpread themſelves over 


> the Face of: the Earth, and'were 
1 $gotten out of the more imme=-. 
J 
| 


# diate Guardianſhip: and\ Care'of 
Zthe' Patriarchs,. Noah 'and his 
| Sons, 'as they ſpread and-multi- 
| plied, ſo did alfo their Devices z 
£ 7 and thoſe who before provoked 
. 7 God, now began to. forſake. and 
! renounce him, and to:make Gods 
' according to their own Humour, 
; and vain Imaginations. ' The 
: firſt Practice of Idolatry which 
| we find upon Record, was a- 
, | mong the Chaldeans ; and: eyen. 
| the Father and Grandfather 'of 
| Abraham, though not without a 
+ good Meaſure of Knowledge of, 


and Devotion towards the true 


| God, were tainted with it z 10 
prevalent | a''thing' are the Cn- 
' ſtoms of '# Country, and con- 


ſtant Converſation amongſt Sin- 
ners. 
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ners, This we learn from Jo-| 
foua, whillt: he , warns the 1-| 
raelites' from relapling into. that} 

\ſh. 24. 2. dangerous - Sin: Tour Fathers 
(ſaith- he ) dwelt onthe other 
fede of the Flood, (i. e. the Ri- 
ver Euphrates, ). in | old Time, | 
ever: Terah, the Father of Abra-# 
ham, aud the Fathey of Nachor ; | 
and they ſerved other Gods. This | 
was-in Ur of the Chaldees. The ® 
Jems, whoabound with Whim-- + 
fies-:and, Fabuloyus Inventions:, 
will.needs. have- Ur to fignifie 
Fire; the God of the Chaldeans ; © 
whom Abraham refuſing to wor- 
ſhip-.after the manner of the 
.Country,; was. forced (as they - 
fay ). to.depaxt thence. But this, | 
1s 4 groundleſs, Fichon ;. for. r 
muſt fignifie a Place,; (though 
perhaps. taking its Name: from |. 
the more celebrated;Worſhip .of 
their God-there, ). [for Hardy the ' 
Brother of Abraham died. there, : 

m.1!- and it is called the Land of bis | 

j Nativity. 


, _ 
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| Natzvity, However, the true 


Reaſon ''of their leaving ' that 


Country, was, to avoid the Pra- 
"tice of Tdolatry, and the” Tem- 


ptations to it : And though Te- 


7 rah 1s ſaid to take Abram hzs Sor, Gen. 11. 

# and Lot the Sor of Haran, hjs 3" 

| Son's Son, &c. and to go forth 
{with them from Ur El the Chak 

{ dees, to go into the 


and of Ca- 
naan ; yet it ſeems that this was 


: not ſo much from their own In- 
 chnation, as God's Direction, 
: and over-ruling Hand : For: Ne- 


hemiah tells us, that God did. 


chaſe Abraham, and brought hin Nehem.s, 


out of Ur of the Chaldees; yet® 
whether allured by the Riches 
and Pleaſures of:the Country, or 
ſtayed by the Infirmities of his 
old Father Terah, or for what 
other unknown Reaſon, 1t 1s evi- 
dent that he took up ſhort of 
his Journey's end, and dwelt m 
Haran, or Charran, till his Fa- 


- ther Terah died ; and even when 


Terahb 
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© Terab was dead he ſtirred not} 
forward, but-ftayed hankering . 
after.liis;nativeSoil, and the $6-| 
Ccicty of his FE, ricads and familiarl 
Acquaintanee,, till God again} 
gives him a peremptory Com-} 
Gen, 12. 1. mand : Get thee ont of this Coun 
try, and from thy Kindred, and 
off thy AE s Houſe, unto. al 
Land that I will ſhew thee ; which 
vaſ.s. was the Land of (C. naar, Now? 
though there may be many Rea-. 

1ſons tor the ſame thing, yet the 

_ Principal Reaſon why God com- 

mands him out of Chaldea, into 

this Country, ſeems to be this ; 

That defigning him for the F a- 

ther -of the Faithful, and from 

him to raiſe a peculiar People to 
himſelf, among whom his Name 
and true Worſhip ſhould be pre- | 
ſerved, as a Teſtimony againſt | 

an Apoſtatizing World, he re- 
moved him out of an Idolatrous | 

. Country, to, a place where the 

. Worſhip of the true God was yet | 
preſerved ; 
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wth preſerved; that not only -he 
nol wight becnurd to the true Wor- 
6-1 {hi P, but 'h1s Progeny -brought- 
ar up in it with lefs Dariger of In- 
in} fefion, for as yet Jdolatry had 
! got none, or 'no conſiderable 
] Footing jn Canaan ; for there 
5 we find Melchiſedeck, the Prieſt —_—— 
| of the moſt High God, bleſſing ** 5: 
| Abram: There we find Abime- 
w. gechKing of Gerar pleading with 
1-. God for tas Integrity, and cal- 
1c ling his People a righteous Na- omg 20, 
1- tion, and making a Covenant © 
0 with Abran: in the Name of God. 
.f And though the Cities of Sodom 
- and Gomorrha are charged with 
crying and annatural Sins, yet 
are they not ſo much as inſi nua- 


N 
0 
2. ted to be guilty of Idolatry in 
t 
D 
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any meaſure : And when the 
King of Sodom -appiy'd himſelf 
to Abram, after his Victory over 
the tour Kings, Abram treats him 
| notasan Holater, but ſpeaks to 
him in the Name of the Ee. 3. 
FC 
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' the moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of | 
Heaven and Earth. And it Mel- | 
 chiſedeck was Yer the Son of | 
Noah, (as ſome think,” and 1t'1s || + 
certain he lived into' Abram's || | 
Time, ) poſhbly the Freedom of |} | 
this Country from 1dolatry hi- || ' 
therto might, in a great- mea- . | 
ſure, be owing to his. Influence | - 
and Authority ; _ though after- | 
wards, when 1dolatry did get in * 
among(t them, it ſpread like a | * 
Plague, or general Infection, and | 
they became as abſurd, barba- * : 
rous and cruel Idolaters as any | 
Nations under Heaven. This ' * 
Land God promiſed to Abraham 
and his Seed, that his Name and | 
Worlhipſhould be there kept up, | ' 
that they ſhould be bx People, | | 
and he their God : And the more : *+ 
to en{ure him and them to him, 
he gave him the Covenant of Cir- | | 
enmciſion ,. to diſtinguiſh them | | 
from the [dalatrows Nations; and | . 
that it might be a Mark on them, | | 
. and 


j 
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and Remembrance to them, that 


| they were under a Covenart with 


God to ſerve him alone; and 


| for this Reaſon the uncircumei- 
{ ſed Perſon was to be puniſhed 
| with Death, as if he renounced 
} God and his Covenant : So that 
# Circumciſeor was deligned as a 
| Preſervative againit [dotatry. But 
| though there is nothing more 
oppolite to that kind of ldolatry 
= then in uſe, than the Obſerva- 
| tion of the Sabbath, ( as ſhall 


appear hereafter; ) yet 1s it not 


' ever {aid that Abrahan kept it, 


or that God commanded him to 
keep it, or ever blamed him for 
the Neglect of it; nor 1s 1t {0 


much 4s Once Rt; 10nd in all 


; hisStory. Hitherto therefore a 


Sabbath 1s not to be found. 
About or ncar this Time. 


(whether ſomewhat higher or 
: lower,) in all probability; lived 


Job; for the Proof of which, 
paſting by many Reaſons uſed 
D by 
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go 


Job 1. 


theſe two: Firſt, the Age he 
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by others, I ſhall only inft on 


tived to, which as it falls. ſhort 

of the Patriarchs; who lived be- 
fore, ſo it exceeds thoſe which | 
followed after; and therefore, | 


' conſidering by what Degrees the 3 


Longevity of the Patriarchs de- | 
clined, it ſeems to. be+ moſt fit- | 
ly placed here, or hereabout. 
Scarce any of the Patriarchs be- p 
fore this time began to propa- ! 
gate their Iflue till they. were | 
Thirty Years old, or more; if I! 
any began ſooner, yet the Time |. 
15 fo {mall and inconfiderable, | 
as not to be worth Notice: We |. 
may therefore allow him 'Thir- 
ty Years for that; and- if then |} 
we conſider that before: Satar 
conſpired againſt him he had 
Seven Sons and Three Daughters, 
who (as the Circumſtances-of 
the Context afford us Reaſbn to | 
believe) were all grown Men | 
and Women, we cannot well al- | 

low 
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low him leſs than Thirty Years 
upon that Account, probably it 
wigh ght. be much more; ſo that 

muſt be at leaſt Sixty Years 
old before he fell under his Trial 
and Attiictions: The preciſe time 


of his Trial perhaps is not eali- 


ly determined ; but when: God 


$4 reſcne him out of the Hands 


of-Satar, and vindicate him a- 
gxinſt the bitter Tongues of his 
Cenſorious Friends, and reſtored 
him to greater Plenty and Pro- 
ſperity than he lived 1n before, 


ST 


it 1s expreſly {aid, that afrer this Job4 42.15, 


Job Imwed an Hundred and: For- 
ty Years : Now add the Szxty to 
«$5 Hundred and Foriy, and we 
cannot allow him to have lived 
lets than Two Hundred Tears x 
but the Tradition of che Jems 
15, that he lived 1wo FHmndred 
aa Forty, which Fon as nothing 
of Tmprobability it: Now, 
below this Tims you Will {carce 
find any who attaincd to eirher 
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of theſe Ages. The other Rea- 
ſon inclining me to think thus, 
1s this, That it 15 apparent*that 
the Worſhip of the true God 
was yet preſerved inthe place 
where Job lived, not only in his 
Family, but among his Friends 
and Relations, and divers others ; 
and yet it 15 as plain that Idola- 
try began then to ſteal an, ;and 
be practiſed amongſt them for 
it 1s againſt this which Job thus 


Job 31. 26, ju{tifies himſelf ; IF 1 beheld the 


27, 28. 


Jn when it fſhined, or the Moon 
walking in Brightneſs, and my 
Heart hath been ſecretly enticed, 
or 11y Month hath kiſſed my Hand, 
this alſo were an Iniquity to be pu- 
2riſhed by the Fudge ;, for I ſhould 
bave demied the God that zs above. 
Which Words plainly relate © 
the Original Idolatry, 1n wor- 
thipping the Sum and Mooz. 
Now in this very Chapter, 
wherein Job pleads his Cauſe, 
and aflerts his Integrity and In- 
| NOCEtICE, 
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nocence, even to very minute 


Particulars, he neither alledges 


his {trict Obſervation of any par- 
ticular Sabbath, nor apologizes 
tor che Neglect of any; nor do 
his Friends, thoſe miſerable 
Comforters, who razed up eve- 
ry thing, true and falle, that 
they could imagine or deviſe 
againſc him, accutc him of any 
thing of this kind ; nor 15 there 
any Mention of the Sabbath 
throughout the whole Book, 


wich treating 11 a manner 


wholly of Worſhip and Devotion 
towards God, the Sabbath had 
never eſcaped all their Ditcour- 
{cs, 1f it had been known to 
them. If any will ſuppoſe thar 


he might be ignorant of the. 


Sabbath, as not being in the Line 
of Abraham, whether higher or 
lower ; I anſwer, F:rjt, That 


the Suppoſition 1s founded on. 


no Certainty, and the contrary 
more like to þe true, moſt of our 
D 2 . Cri 
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Criticks making him- to deſcend | 


from Abraham, at no great di- | 


{ance ; though Lrather incline *. 
to thoſe who fetch it higher, 


. making him not a Deſcendant | 


from Abraham, but of his Kin- * 
dred. But Secondly, Be 1t true | 
or falſe, it 1s nothing to the pur- | 
poſe; for if the Precept of the | 
Sabbath was given 1n Paradiſe, ' 
it would have been obligatory, 
not only to the Stock of Abra- 
ham, but all Mankind ; and the | 
Tradition of it would have been 
preſerved, where-ever the true . 
Worſhip of God had been con- | 
tinued ; which apparently was | 
in the Families of Job and his | 
Friends: Yea, this kind of Tra- 

ditions ſtuck long amongſt the | 
very iHeathens and Idolaters , | 
and were preſerved by certain | 
Sorts or SeFs of Men amongſt | 
them, tor many Ages: For if we 
ſeriouſly examine thoſe Remains 
we have of Aztient Philoſophy, 
before 


# 
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before ſuch time as. the wanton, 
luxuriant Wits of the Greeks di- 
verted it into Imzginary Hypo- 
theſes, and Formalized Syſtems; 
we {hall find them little clie than 
Traditional Fragments of the H:i- 
ſtory of the Creation. - But a- 
mongl{t profine Authors, I re- 


_ member not any thing looking 


this way, unlcis with parcicular 
reſpect to the Sabbath of the 
Jews, which they ſeldom men- 
tion without Scorn and Deri- 
ſion, a thing never offered to 
their own Traditions, which they 
always treat with _ Rewerence , 
though never ſo obſcured with 
fabulous Superſtructures, and ex- 
travagant Fanc1es. | 

Let us now return again to 
Abraham and his Poſterity , 
where we are moſt likely to find 
a' Sabbath, if there be any to be 
tound at that time. The whole 
Life of his Son Iſaac was'a con- 
tinned Courſe of Piety ; but 
| D 4 among(t 
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amongſt all his Devotions, and 


Religious Actions, there 1s not 
the leaſt inkling of any Sabbati- 


cal Obſery: ation. The Life of Ja- 


cob was ſomewhat more trouble- 
{ome ; and though Abraham, to 
fly from 1dolatry, at God's Com- 
mand left Harar, to come 1nto 
Canaun :, YE © Jacob being forced 
to leave Car. an, and fiy to Ha- 
ran, to avoid bis Brother Eſau's 
Wrath, was 1n danger to have 
brought ldelatry thence with 
him, 1mnto Canaan, at his Re- 
turn; for after his long Servi- 
tude, ' being forced at Jaſt tocon- 
vey himſ{clt away ſecretly from 
his Father-in-Law Laban, with 
iis Wives and his Cattel, he 
was very hotly perſued with no 
good Intention, 1t God had not 
prevented it; and when Labar 
overtook him, being able to 
charge him with no other Inju- 
ry done to him, he very angri- 
ly asks him, why he had folen 
is 
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his Gods 2 Now his Gods, ſuch 
as they were, were actually ſto- 
len; and though ſome think 
that Rachel ſtole them, to pre- 
vent her Father's conſulting 
which Way they were fled ; and 
others ſuppoſe ſhe did it, that 
they might be a Refuge to her 
againſt her Father's Wrath, if 
he perſued them; yet I am ra- 
ther inclined to think her De- 
fign was, that by that Means 
ſhe might be able, privately, 
and unknown to her Husband, 
to practiſe that kind of Worlhip 
' which ſhe had been brought up 
' 1n, and which by long Uſe and 
Cuſtom ſhe had a Kindneſs for : 
And if it had not been. expretly 
ſaid, that Jacob knew not that 
Rachel had ſtolen them, yet con- 
ſidering how dearly he loved 
her, any one would beheve hin 
to have been ntterly 1gnorant, 
who: thinks of Tis Ant:yer to 
| Labuin Vith whemſoevor thou =-3t- 
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findeſt thy Gods, let hint not Ive. 
However, "Laban was cheated of 
his Gods'; and they, in .requi- 
tal, began to infe& Jacob's Fa- 
 mily, and taint it with Idola- 
trous Practices : So little Good 
js to be expected from ſuch Pri- 
zes, and ſo artificial is Satan in 
ſtealing in his Worſhip among 
Men ; for afterwards we hear of | 
them again, and that they came -| 
even to Jacob's Knowledge; for 
after the Slaughter of the She- 
chemites, when he feared» the 
Country round about would fall 
upon him, he found himſelf un- 
der a Neceflity to fly to God's 
{pecial Protection, and to uſe all 
Means to procure his Favour : 
And in order hereunto, the firſt 
thing he does, 1s, to give a {trict 
Charge to his Family, to put 
away the ſtrange Grods that were 
arone them and left it ſhould 
_ be neglected, he takes care to do 
it biaelt, and then was in all 
baſte 
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haſte for going to Bethel, to 
build an Altar unto God ; 'and 
now, if ever, had been a Ti 1me 
to. exhort them to a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of the Sabbath, as. be- 
ing a Practice moſt contrary to; 
and inconſiſtent with Idolatry - 
But not a. Word of that either 
here, or in the whole Story of 
his Life: {o that we may rea- 
{onabl y ſuppoſe it to be a Thing 
. 4 Ki unknown to him. 

When Jacob and his Family 
went to live in Egypt, the Ob- 
{ſervation of a Sabbath may ſeem 
to have been a good Guard a- 
gainit the Egyptian Idolatry, and 
an . excellent Plea in Toſeph's 
Mouth to have obtain'd a e- 
parate Living for them 1n the 
Land of Gafbem « But there 1s 
not the. leaſt Mention of any 
{ach Plea- or Practice during all 
Jacob's Lite-time, and the Free- 
dom of his Po teriry there ; and 
during their Crpitvity aid Sli- 
\ «6 of 
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very, it 1s ſcarce to be expected 
for he that doubled their Tale 
of Bricks, and demied their. Al- 


lowance of Straw, and yet ſaid 


they were idle, would certainly 
never ſo far forego his Profit, 
and ccaſe from his Haughtineſs 
and Malice, as to give them en- 
tirely One Day 1n every Seven, 
wherein to do juſt nothing-at 
all; though if they had appre- 
hended themſelves to have lain 
under any fuch Obligation , 
doubtleſs as well the Deſire of 
their own Refreſhment and Eaſe, 
as of God's Glory, would have 
moved them ſadly to bewail 
their woful Condition, that they 
were not ſuffered to act accord- 
Ing to 1t : Þut there 15 no man- 
ner of Complaint upon that Ac- 
count. But there had been no 
Reaſon to blame them for Neg- 
lect of the Sabbath, which they 
knew nothing of, if they had 
not 1n a manner wholly fallen 

oft 
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off from the Worſhip of the true 
God, and in Comphlance with 
| their hard Maſters, joined with 
them in ſerving their Idols ; 
' which Joſhua direaly charges Joſh. 24. 
them with. They ſeem to have © 
had ſome Remembrance of the 
God of Abraham, Iſaac and 
Jacob, but little to mind his 
Worſhip : And when afterwards 
God, -with a {tretched-ont Arm, 
brought them out of Egypt, not- 
withſtanding all his Signs and 
Wonders, they ſtill retained a 
ſtrong Propenſity towards Ido- 
latry ; in ſo much that when Aa- 
roz, in the Abſence of Moſes, 
made them a Calf, in imitation 
of the Egyptian Apis, they almoſt 
ran mad for Joy; and never ap- 
peared fo hearty in any Act of 
Devotion towards God, as 1n 
this Fit of Idolatry towards their 
new-made Ido! ; fo hardly were 
they weaned from it. But in all 
their Journeyings, we read not 
| ot 
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of any Stop they made for the 
Obſervation of any Sabbath; nor 
_ God required any of them, 
h he went continually be- 
fore them, until they came to the 
Wilderneſs of Siz: » from which 
time to the Creation, is above 
Two Thouſand Five Hundred 
Years; but according to the 
Computation of ſome, much a- 
bove Three Thouſand ;- the 
loweſt of which Accounts con- 
tains above one half of the 
Time, from the Creation, to the 
Coming of the Meſſzas - In all 
which time, the Obſervation of 
the Sabbath feems to be a Thing 
utterly unknown, and unheard 
of. I ſuppoſe no Man doubts, 
but that the pious Patriarchs did 


allot a good Portion even of 


every Day tor the Worſhip and 
Service of God; and that, as 
tnere was Occation, they had 
extraordinary Times of Devo- 
tion and Sacritices: But that they 
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lay under any Obligatior' to ob- 
ſerve the ſame with the Moſas- 
cal Sabbath, doth ſo little appear 
from their PraCtice, or any other 
Evidence, that they ſeem utter- 
ly ignorant of any ſuch thing ; 
which could fcarce poflibly be, 
if any ſuch thing had been then 
enjoined. * 

Some there are, who, not- 
withſtanding all that has been 
ſaid, do peremptorily aflert a 
Sabbath upon one Day in Sever ; 
and particularly upon that Se- 
venth Day from the Creation, in 
its conſtant Return, to have been 
Natural and Moral, and as ſuch 
obſerv'd before theTimeofMoſes, 
though not cloathed with thoſe 
Circumſtances,nor enjoin'd under 
thoſe Penalties as the Moſazcaf 
Sabbath was. But in two T hings 
theſe Perſons ſeem to forget 
themſelves,whereby they plainly 
overthrow their own Aſlcrion : 
Firſt, That they theimiclves re- 

ICr 
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fer it to [»ſtitution, and particu- 
larly to that Act of God men- 
tioned in the fore-cited place of 
Gemeſes : But if it be by Inſtutu- 
t:077, then 1t 1s poſttrve, and con- 
ſequently not natural. Second- 
ly, They not only allow it to be 
changeable and alterable, but ex- 
pretly affirm it to be*chaxged and 
altered; and for this Aflertion 
bring Reaſons no ways contem- 
ptible. But what is Natural and 
Moral, 1s of Eternal Obligation, 
and admits not of Charge or Al- 
teration ; and thus all is unra- 
yell'd again, and their own Rea- 
{onings overthrow their prima- 
ry Aﬀertion. I muſt confeſs, 
that could they prove 1t Natural 
and Moral, 1 would give up the 
Cauſe without more ado : But 
when their own Arguments a- 
bout the ſame thing do evident- 
ly prove that it 1s not ſo, and 
their Aſtertion that it is fo 13 not 
tapportea with one good Argu- 
mcnt, 
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ment, IT mult crave their Pardon 
it I cannot comply with them. 

_ But though what 1s now ſaid 
may be a ſufficient Anſwer to 
theſe Men, yet it 1s not fo to 
thoſe unhappy Perſons who take 
a larger Stretch , affirming the 
Sabbath-Day to be Natural, Mo- 


_ ral and Qzchanzeable ;, and upon 


that Account obſerve the Seventh 
Day from the Creation, in oppo- 
{tion to the Lord's Day, or Chri- 
ſtian Sabbath : And yet even 
thete Men run upon the firſt Er- 
rour of the former; for they 
lay that Text in Gezefrs ( that 
God bleſſed the Seventh Day, and 
ſandified it ) for their Founda- 
tion, and ſo muſt refer it to 1- 
ſtitution if they ſhould be preſ- 
ſed; and even in that are not 
without ſome Miſtake. Now 
what is Natural and Moral, 1s 
agreeable to the Dictates of Na- 
tural Reaſon, and may be known, 
or atleaſt in a good meaſure diſ- 
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covered by it. Suppoſing then 
that Text in Gezeſis to have been 
unrecorded, I defire them to tell 


me, how by their own Natural | 
Reaſon they would' have tound | 
out any more Morality im the | 
_ Seventh Day, than in any of the * 

other Szx £ It here they ſhould 


have recourſe to Pzthagorean or 
Myſtical Numbers, T mait crave 


Leave to tell them, That in a | 
Matter wherein they lay an Ob- _ 


ligation on all Mankind, they 
ought to ofter ſuch Reaſons as 
may fatisfie all Mankind, and 
may be apprehended by the 
meaneſt Capacities which have 
the Uſe of Reaſon. But if here 
they be at a loſs, they muſt then 
fly to Revelation and Inſtitution, 
which agrees not with their firſt 
Aſſertion; and if they be mi(- 
taken in applying that too, ( as 
I think hath been made appear 
they are,) they will be, wotully 
out. That it is a Moral Duty 


to 
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to worſhip God, and to pay bim 
all Honour and Service, our own 
Natural Reaſon will at any time 
teach us; and our Conſciences 
accuſe us, if we negled it at fit 
Opportunities : And: when any 
part of Time 1s ſet apart for 
God's Worſhip, thereby a Rela- 
tive Holineſs 1s afhxed to it, 
which challengeth our Regard 
and Obſervance of it : But that 
any part of Time, the Fitth, 
Sixth or Seventh Day, this Mi- 
nute, or the laſt, or that which 
15 to come, hath more Holineſs 
or Morality in it, as to its own 
Nature, than any other, I could 
never yet underſtand ; or in- 
deed, that there 1s any Morali- 
ty or Holineſs at all, properly 
ſpeaking, in any part of Time 
whatſoever, 1n its own Nature. 
Thoſe therefore who will needs 
ſet up a Natural Sabbath, have 
ſtarted an Invention of their 
own, without any good Ground 
or Reaſon for it. Yet 
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Yet ſome there are who will 
ſuppoſe that the Patriarchs be- 


fore Moſes did obſerve the Sab- 
bath, or at leaſt had ſome partr- 


. cular regard to the Seventh Day : 


For (ſay they) the Tradition 
of the Creation was, dounbtlets, 
preſerved among them 5 and 
they knew that it was finifhed 
in Six Days, and that God reſt- 
ed on the Seventh ; and rtherc- 
fore certainly they would take 
particular notice of it, and ex- 
Prets Parcicatar Thankftubnels for 
it, Now there is no Queſtion 
to be made, but that they were 
thankful for it ; and ſo they 
might be at any time : But that 


their {hankfulneſs or Worſhip was 


particularly limited to the Se- 
venth Day, is not eaſily to be be- 
lieved, when there is not ſo 
much as one Inſtance of- # : Or 
if we ſhould allow them fo 
groundleſs a Suppoſition, yet it 
may be ſaid that they might 
Y | fome- 
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ſometimes do it upon the Score 
of Convenience and Choice, and 
not of Obligation ; and if they 
knew that God reſted on the Se- 
venth Day, ſo they knew alſo 
that he did ſo on the Erghth, 
Ninth and Tenth Day, and ever 
{ince, from the Works of the 
Creation ; and therefore if the 
Reſt be the Reaſon of it, they 
mult. have kept a Sabbath not 
particularly on the Severth, but 
on every Day ſince thoſe Szx 
Days ; though God did not 
then, or now, {ſo reſt, but that 
he continued the Intlux of his 
Power and Goodneſs, in the 
Prelervation of his Creatures. 
And, after all, Why may they 
not as well be. thankful for his 
Works of the Creation, as for his 
Reſting from them; and fo at 
any tune, upon Occaſton, make 
particular Choiſ2 of any Diy of 
the Six, to. render particalar 
Taanks and Praiſe for the par- 
| UC ial 
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ticular Bleflings of that Day's 
Creation,? But this they would 
fain be at; though there is no 
manner of Evidence -for -it ; 
That the Patriarchs knew- the 
Sabbath to be inſtituted at *the 
Time of God's Reſt: But this 1 
{ay they did not know ; for 
they could not know the Sab- 
bath was inſtitated before it was 
inſtituted, and it was not inſti- 
tuted till after their Time, as 
plainly appears from the Hiſto- 
ry. of its Inſtitution: And as for 
the Words of Moſes, in Czeneſes, 
they do not at all expreſs any 
former Inſtitution, but evident- 
ly-relate to the Reaſon of that 
inſtituted in his Time; and the 
moſt that can be fairly made of 
them, 1s this, That Moſes re- 
ceived and promulgated the Law 
before he wrote the Pertateuch, 
or Five Books commonly ſo cal- 
led, and thercfore- the Sabbath 
was inſtituted, and very- well 

| known, 
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| | known at that Time when he 
| | wroteof the Creation: /Now he 
| | beginning at the Creation, (as 
| was moſt reaſonable to do,) ha- 
 # ving there a fit Opportunity, ſet 
| down the Reaſon why God par- 
ticularly made choice of that 
Day, whereon to fix the Sab- 
bath, which was inſtituted and 
known. at that time when he 
| wrote, though not at the Time 
whereof he wrote. And this 
| will more plainly appear now | 
that we come to conſider the In- | 
ſtitution of the Sabbath, and the | 
Reaſon of it. | 
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CHAP. IL 


Of the Inſtitution and Obſer- 
ſervation of the Jewiſh 


Sabbath, and other  Mat- | 


ters relating thereto. 


Wavy Injuntions were by 
God laid upon the Jews, 
which, mn general, were deſign- 
ed to be as diſtinguiſhing Marks 


or CharaFers upon them, that 


. they were God's peculiar People, 


and to bind them faſt. to his 
Worſhip and Service, and to {c- 
cure: them from the Idolatrows 
Worſhip then prevailing in the 


World. Aﬀer God had con- 


manded Abram to leave his own 
Country to go into Canaan, he 
ſtrictly enjoins him the Uſe of 
Crrenmeiſron, as to all his Males ; 


Gen. 17. And this (ſaith the Lord ) ſhall 


'. 
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me. and you's Thats, It ſhould 
| diſtinguiſh them from other Peo- 

| ple, and be a Mark oof their Ob- 
 - ligation and Dedication to the , 
+} Worſhip of the true God. But 
| though God tells him, that in 
: Tac his Seed ſhould be called, Gen.er. 
} z e. the peculiar: Peqple, -and '*: 
Meſjaas ſhould flow from. his 
Loins, yet the Carcumcifron went 
along with his Son IÞmael! and 
his Poſterity, as alſo with his 
Sons by Keturahs and how long 
or;{hort a Time it had any In- 
fluence upon them, to contain 
j them within any - tolerable 
Bounds of Duty, we have no 
Certainty.. And then as to the 
Poſterity of Iſaac, we find 
his Son Jacob to be the ch9- 
| ſex Perſon, yet was Eſax Cir- 
 cunciſed.,as well as he: And 
even upon the Poſterity of Ja- 
cob, Circumciſion was not 10 ef-. 
fectual, but that in their Ez yp-® 
tian Bondage they. ſerved other 
| | E Gods. 
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Gods. When therefore God 
brought them out of Egype, with 
Defign to bring them into the 
promiſed Land; and had led 
them in the Wilderneſs, towean 
them from their 1dolatrozs Pra- 
Fices ; and wrought mighty 
Wonders, - to .convince them 


whom they ought to worſhip, | 


as.a thing more pecuhar to them 
than Circumciſion, anda ſtronger 


Preſervative againſt Idolatry than || , 


that could be, he inſtitutes the 
Sabbath, that ſo his Honour-and 
Worſhip might remain among 
Men, .and-they might be ſecured 
to continue his People. 

The firſt time we find the.Ob- þ 
ſervation of the Sabbath Day en- } 
joined, 1s in the Wilderneſs of 
$7, before they came to Mount 
y:2ar, where the: Tex Command- | 
ments were delivereds' as if it 
were purpolcly to diftinguith the 
Day, which 1s Ceremonial, and 
of Dyvine poſitive Inſtitution , 
from 
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fromthe Worſhip it ſelf, which 
is Moral; that ſo when we find 
1t aftefwards among the Tex 
Commandments, which contain 
Moral Duties, we - might know 
it to be added, the better to a(- 
certain the Practice of that 
Worſhip, which 1s Moral, and 
required by the ſame Command- 
ment ; not that it was the Icſfs 
ta: be regarded for being a Di- 
"vine poſitive Inſtitution, but ra- 
ther more carefully and cau- 


tiouſly to be obſerved by them, 


to whom the Law was given ; 
as being a higher Teſtification 
of their Submuilion and Obe- 
dience, than if the Dury had 
been ratrnral. ; | 

The Words expreſiing the In- 
ſtitation, are by way of Notice 
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to the People; 1o mrorrow 7s the Exod. 16. 


Reſt of the holy Sabbath unto the 3 


LorF: And upon the Day it 


ielf 5 To day is a Sabbath unto Veil. 25. 


the Lord, From which Words 
E 2 {ome 
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ſome will needs infer, that the 
Sabbath was known and obſery- 
ed by the Jews before, becauſe 
(lay they) it is here"{poken of 


as a known Thing. But this is a 


Force upon the Words, and a 
groſs Miſtake, for it is evidently 
ſpoken of as a mew Thing; elſe 
what means that frequent Incul- 
cation to, make the People take 
notice of it, if 1t had been fa- 
miliar to them before ?* And 
what means the coming of the 
Rulers of the Congregation to 
Moſes, to conſult him as in an 
unuſual and unknown Matter , 
when the People, by Direction, 
had gathered double che quanti- 
ty of Manna on the Sixth Day ? 
Much the like kind of Exprel- 
fon is uſed 1n the Inſtitution of 
the Paſlover;z Ard ye ſhall eat it 
in haſle, it is the Lord's Paſſover. 
From which Words, -perhaps 
{ome Men would think that the 


Tn I : 
Jews had been very well ac- 


quaintcd 
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quainted with the Paſſover be- 


fore that time ; whereas indeed, 
the Paſſover was neither known, 


nor thought of by them till thag 
time, when God made knowr 


to them. what he-would do, and 
what he would have them to 
do 1n that particular Cafe: Nor 
was the thing 1t {elit acted till 
the Night following. So that 
they are Words plainly S1ving 
notice of a new Inſtitution. A- 
gain it 1s obſervable, that upon 


{fF 


this very firſt Sabbath ſome of Mt. 


the People went out to gather 
Manna: Now it they had not 
known , and been told , that 
there ſhould be none to be 
found on that Day; yet they. 
muſt have known that they 
ought not to have gone out to 
ſeck it, if chey had been ac- 
quainted with the Law of the 
Sabbath before. But that which 
ſeems. to me to put the thing 
out of queſtion, 1s, the Caſe of 
E 3 the 
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Namb. 15. the Man who gathered Sticks" or 


the Sabbath Day ;, for when he 
was accuſed, they knew not 
what to do with him ; but were 
fain to keep Iim in "Hold, till 
they conſulted God in the Mat- 
m By which it appears plain- 
ly to be a zew 1hing, not yet 
adjuſted ; for had it been a Law 
from the Creation, it 1s fcarce 
poſible that all Men ſhould have 
been ignorant whether any Pu- 
nithment or not, and what, did 
belong to the Violation of a 
Law of ſuch ſtanding, 

That there was a Sabbath 
commanded and obſerved in 
the Wilderneſs of S7z, 1s evi- 
dent enough ; but it ſeems to be 
rather by way of Probation and 
Trial, and to prepare and fit 
them for what was to follow, 
than to lay a ſtanding and con- 
tinued Obligation : And the Ob- 
{ervation of every Seventh Day 
as a LITER ſeems then to paſs 
into 
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into a Law, binding the Jews, 
and their Poſterity, when'it was: 
promulgated from Mount Sizaz«, 

For thoſe Mey who -went out 
to gather Manna on-the Szbbath 
Day in the Wilderneſs -of Sg, 
were not puniſhed, though:God 
did ſhew himſelf highly offend-- 
ed at them; but he that gather- 
ed. Sticks. on the Sabbath,: after 
| the Fromulgation of the Law 
from. Monat $1247, was ſtoned 

to death by the whole Congre- 

gation of Iſrael. ,So that the Law 
' of the Sabbath ienfms then fit{t.to Numb. 15. 
| Have:taken place;'and be of f1ll-3” 36. 
| force, binding the Fews and their 

Poſterity, when it was delivered 
from Mount S724. 

- Two great Ends. God ſeems 
| to have had in the Inſtitution of 
' the Sabbath: Firft, That by pre- 
fixing a certain proportion. of | 
Tine, whereon his Worlhip, 
without Failure, - or any manner 
_ of Excuſe, ſhould be celebrated, 
E 4 he 
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he might thereby ſecure © the 
Continuance of 3t among Men ; 
which by reaſon of their cor- 
rupt Nature, and Backward- 
neſs to Good, might have been 
in danger to be neglected, or 
by degrees grown out of uſe, 
it the Times had been tft ito 
their own Choice or Appoint- 
ment : Not but that they might 
lawfully and laudably worſhip 
God at all other times, as they 
had Opportunity ; but that at 
that time none whatſoever might 
neglcct it. Saondly, That by 
fixing on ſuch a Time, and ſo 
'circamſtantiated , as did un- 
avoidably repreſent to their 
Thoughts and: Apprehenfions 
the true God, whom theyought 
to worſhip, he might. preſerve 
them from: being enſnared or 


tainted with that Idolatrons ' 


Worſhip whick prevailed in the 
"World, and make Idolatry and 
the Worſhip of the true God in- 


COM- 
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compatible. "This will be better 
underſtood by enquiring into the 
Idolatry of thoſe Times, which 
the Scripture frequently informs 
us to be the Worſhip of the 
| Heavenly Hoſt, the Sun, Moon 
and Stars, but c{pecially the Sur, 
| which 1s a Creature ſo glorious 
__ and Majettical in ic felf, and of 
{o univerlal Influence, Comfort 
and Benciit to Mankind, and all 
the Creatures, that when Men 
; Aareled never io little too much 
' by their Senſes, it is enough to 
dazle the Eyes of their Under- 
ſtauding, as well as of their Bo- 
dies, aid tempt them to adore it. 
. Hence God himſelf, when. he 
- forbids the making of any:man- 
. ner of Image for Worſhip, par- 
ticularly cautions iis. Feople a-- 
gain't their too tond. gazing on 
and admiing the Suz, Moor 
and Stars, and che Danger of 
ſo doings Left Ctarthh lie) thaw Deut. 4:19,- 
[ti #4 j1177C £yzes Hnrg {teauer, 
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* and when thoueeſt the Sun, and 


the Moon, 'and the Stars, even all 
the Hoſt of Heaven, ſhouldeſt be 


driven to worſhip them, - and ſerve 


them, which the Lord thy God 


hath divided unto all Nations un- 
der the whole Heaven. 1- muſt 
confeſs that I am inclinable to 
think, that even at this time the 
Egyptians, under ſome of their 
Symbols, might pay ſome kind 
of Veneration to the Nz/e-: For 
in a Country where they either 


had no Rain, or none for Good, 


a River, whoſe Head was then 
unknown, and whoſe - unac- 
countable, yet ſteady Overfiow- 
ings enriched their Country be- 
yond all others, {ſo that ' they 
ſeemed to ſtand in need 'of ng- 
thing but the Sw and Nilzs, 
nught create ſtrange Apprehen- 
fions in them, and make them 
believe that there was ſome D:- 
vinity 11 it: And hence polſlbly, 
mm ſucceeding Times, that other 
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Jort, of Ilolatry. might travel to 


rsother Natjons, amongſt 
hom: every River had its Dez- 
ty, and every Fountain was $4 


cred, © But however, for Moſes's 


Tame, and long after, the Scrip- 
ture takes no notice of any 


actual Falſe Worſhip, but that of 


the Heavenly Hoſt; a ſort of 
ldolairy, _ frſt ſtole into 


the World, and long poſleſled 
1t, - and to .which - all Nations 


werethen addicted. Now, when 


God made choice of, and elta- 
bliſhed that Day for a Subbath, 
whereon he himſelf reſted from: 


the Works of the Creation, and 


doth it in Memory: thereof, and 
makes that: the Reaſon of it, 


(, It is the Sabbath of the Lord 
2y. God, ) and. fo Shape ap 
on tlie . Obſervation of 


that almoſt every part of- 1t aid 
- naturally call to their Minds that | 
God . that made the Heavens, 


and the Earth, and all thinzs 
'SI041 


83 


-_ 


fiptire-Hiftory 


thar are therein,. it muſt neceſ- 
farfly teach them, that that God 
was only to be worſhipped, and 


not the Sun, Moon 'and Stars, 
or any Creatures whatſoever , 
which he had created. for the 
Uſe and Benefit of Man; and 
for which' they ought therefore 
to be thankful, and glorifie him, 
and not to worſhip them as 
Gods; for that were to reproach, 
and what in them lay to de- 


| throne him. So that whilſtthey 


were lincere and exact m the 
Obſervation of the Sabbath, it 
was morally ' jmpoſible that 
they ſhould fall into Idolatry ; 
tor to worſhip him as the Crea- 
tor of the Hoſt of Heaven, was 
to acknowledge them to be 1:3s 
Creatures, for the Benefit” of 
which they ought to praiſe 
him; not Gods, which they 
ought to worſhip : And to wor- 
{lip them as Gods, were to de- 
ny them to be his Creatzrres, and 

| CO) 
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to put them -1m Tiis-ſtead; and 
reject him : The Worſhip of the 
'one was X Contradiction to the 
| Worſhip of the other, and both 
| could not ſubſiſt together. To 
f this purpoſe it 1s obſervable, 
that whenever the Jews fell 
; from the Worſhip of the _true 
| God to dolatry, they initantly 
negledted the Obſervetion of his 
: Sabbath winch would have 
flown in their races, and -been 
an evident Teſtimony againſt 
them, and an undeniable Con- 
| victon of their abominable 
Practices : And theretore the 
Prophet accuſing them that they | 
| polluted God 5 Sabbaths, imme- Ezck. 20. 
di-tely tubjoins this as the Rea- ” 
fon, for their Hearts went. after 
| their Tdols. And when Amtio- 
; chus Epiphanes made it his Buſt- 
| neſs t5 deſtroy the whole Jewsſh 
Worſhir, and thereby to root ont 
all the Worſhip of the trae God 
out of the World, as a Pe 
pa 
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pal proves to | effect his Deſign, 
he cotnmands by. his Letters, 
char they ſhould be as the Sab- 
ath and Feſtival-Days : And |} 
when we are told how far his 
wicked 'Purpoſe was ſucceſsful, 
it is ſaid, that any alſo of the 
Iſraelites conſented A his Reli- 
giok, and ſacrificed unto "7's 
and then immediately follow 
and profaned the S:5bath; as if 
the one were the natural Con- | 
ſequence of the other; and. it | 
had been impoſlible. to ſeduce 
them to I[dolatry, unleſs he conld 
make them caſt off che Obſerva- 
tion of the Sabbath. Hence it 
 s,"that -we find a {tri Charge 
of, the Obſervation of the $ab- 


T MaccC.I, 
43s 


Verl. 43. 


bath, and-:the :Prohibition of 

Tdolatry, generally to go#hand 

In hand. Thus when God: had 
Levir, 26. ſaid to the; Jews, Te fall make 
i; 2. 


you no Idols, nor Graven Age; 
neither, rear you MP8 Stand ins 
Image; neither foal} you ſet up 
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{ any Image of Stone in your Land, 

| to-bow down unto #tyfor” I an 

| the Lord your God; 'the very 

| next Words are, Te ſhall keep my 

Sabbaths, and reverence my San- 

| Guary. So when the Prophet 
Ezekzel rehearſeth -God's Com- 

| mands given to them in the 

* Wilderneſs, that they - ſhould 

| not walk in the Statutes of their Exck. 20. 

Fathers , neither obſerve theip **19 

1 Judgments, nor defile themſelves 

| with their Idols; thereby refer- 

ring to what they had done in 

' Eggpr, he preſently adds, 4nd 

| hallow my Sabbaths; and they 

| ſhall be a Sign between me and 


| you, that ye may know that © 
| cam the. Lord ' your God. And 
| throughout the, whole. Law and 
| the Prophets, nothing 15 more 
| ſtrictly and frequently enjoined, 
{ than the Obſervation of .the 
| Sabbath; nothing more: Inghly 
| (blamed, or oftener prohibited, 
| "than the-polluting 1t; as If 
atc 
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Fate of the whole Worſhip of 
God- depended in a- manner up- 
on this ſingle Inſtitution, and 
the due Obſervation of it. And 
for this Reaſon, doubtleſs, it 1s 
introduced in that ſingular man- 
ner, -and a particular Mark thus 


_ fet vpon it 5 Remember the Sab- 


bath-day, &c. As 1t whillt they 
did duly obſerve that, they 
could not forget God, nor neg- 
lect his Worthipz buc if they 


did forget. that, they »would 
certainly fall away from him. |. 
It was not only a Szex betwixt | 


God and them, but their Secr- 


rity from Idolatry and Falſe 


Worſhip.” 


Hence alſo it is very obvious | 


to obſerve, that the very. Jewiſh 
Reſt it ſelf, or Ceſlation' from 
Toil and Labour, 2s confidered 
diitind irom the dire& Worſi 


on that Day, was of great Uſe, 


Signification and Efficacy, as to 
the Deſign for which it was 
Com- 
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commanded : For that Ref be- 
ing required to be punt&tually 
_ oþlerved, in Memory of God's 
Reſt or Ceflation from the 
Works of the Creation, and the 
one made the Reaſon of the 
other, the very Res? it ſelf did 


' inform them, that it was the - 


God that made Heaven and 
Earth, upon whoſe Account 
they reſted ; and that therefore 
he alone was to be worſhipped 
as God, and not the Sum, Moon 
or Stars, or any of the Crea- 
tures which he had made: And 
to re{t upon that Account, and 
to worſhip other-Gods, was to 
to give Teſtimony againſt, and 
condemn themfelves. And thvs 
we fee that the very: Re#Z it (elf 
was defined as -a Preſervative 
againſt {dolatry. 

And here it may be ſeaſon- 
ably --confidered , - with what 
Strifneſs and ExaGneſs. this 


Reft was to be obſerved, = 
0 
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ſo theReſtof God, upon which |} 
Account it was celebrated, might 
be more ſtrongly imprinted in | 
their Minds, and more power- 
fully excite them to his Wor- | 

ſhip. The general Command 

Exod. 20, 1S, Thou ſhalt do no manner of 
Work, thou, nor thy Son, nor thy 
Daughter, 8c. That is, no man- 
ner of Work which was their 
uſual Buſineſs on the other Six | 
Days, and made for their Secu- | 
lar Proftt, Benefit, or Advan- | 
tage : But it 1s not. to be. ex- | 
tended to ſuch Works as God * 
himſelf had commanded , as 
proper for his: Worſhip on that | 
Day ;; and therefore they did, ! 
without- ſ{cruple, circuamerſe on 
that Day.; and the 'Sacr#fices 
were performed in the Temple 
on that Day, in the dreſſing, | 
ordering and managing of | 
which, there was no {ſmall Toil | 
and Labour; and yet it was no: 
Breach of the Sabbath, as being a 

1 dirc& 
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| direft Acknowledgment of God, 
and þy his Command. Neither 
| was it intended againſt Works 
of Mercy and Compaſſun ; for 
| the moſt rigid Jews thought it 
{ lawful to pull the Ox or 4/s out 
" | of the Ditch on the Sabbath- 
* Day, and upon that account our 
| Saviour juſtiftes 11s healing the 
Diſcaſed on the ſame Day ; nor 
yet againſt what was really and 
| truly neceſſary; upon which 
' Score our Saviour vindicates his 
! Diſciples 1n pulling the Ears of 
/ Corn, and rubbing them-on the 
Sabbath-Day ; for Hunger 1s a 
| Diſeaſe, that brings ſpeedy 
! Death, if it have not ſeaſonable 
| Rehef: And therefore there 1s 
| no need to fay, (as ſome do, ) 
that it was done by Diſpenſa- 
| tion; for doubtleſs, our Saviour, 
'| who came to fulfil the Law, 
| would never give his Diſciples a 
| Licenſe to wolate the Sabbath 
while it was 1n torce. 


But 
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But more particularly, there 
are ſeveral things preſcribed as 
to the manner. of obſerving this 
Ref; as, Firſt, They were not 
only forbid common Labours, 
but even the dreſſing their ordi- 
nary Proviſions on: that Day. 
Therefore, on the Day before 
the Sabbath, faith Moſes, Bake 
that ye will bake to day, and ſeeth 
that ye will ſeeth ; and that which 
remains over, lay up for yau, to 
be kept until the Morning, And 
when they had obſerved his Or- 
der, on the next Day, which 
was the Sabbath, he ſays, Eat 
that to day, for to day is a Sab- | 
bath unto the Lord: 1. e. They | 
ſhonld forbear even that ſeem- 
12g neceilary Labour of drefling 
their Victuals on that Day,-in 
Memory of God's Ref?; there- 
by continually to immind them 
of that God whom they ought 
to worſhip. Hence, I ſuppolc;, 
aroſe that Miſtake among{t the 
Heathens. 
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' Heathens, who often ridiculed 

the Jews as faſting on that Day : 
But their Errour ſprang from 
their Ignorance of the Reaſon of 
their Actions; for the Sabbath 
was a principal Feſtival amon 
them ; and though they drefled 
their Proviſions the Day before, 
yet there is not a Jew to this 
Day, but he will fare better 
than ordinary on the Seventh 
Day, though he pinch for it all 
the other S$7x. Another Com- 
mand which Moſes gives in re- 
ference to this Reſt, 1s this, 4- 


bide ye every Man in his Place, Exod. 16, 


let no Man go out of his Place on © 
the Seventh Day. But here we 
muſt be careful rightly to un- 
 derſtand what 1s meant by hzs 
Place : For ſome tell of ſtrange 
Extrav2gancies that certain 
ſuperſtitious Jews have run 
into by nruj-inrerpreting this 
Command ; as 1t a Man was 
neither to lie along, ſtand, or 


wal ho 
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walk, but fit ſtill all the Sabbath- 
Day : Others did not-limit. the 
Poftures, but were no leſs fran- 
tickly zealous; aflerting that a 
Man ought to abide all the Day 
in that very place where he hap- | 
en'd to be on the Beginning of 
the Sabbath. But there was no 
ſuch thing intended: And that 
we may the more clearly under- 
ſtand what 1s here meant, 'we | 
muſt know that this Command | 
was given in the Wilderneſs, | 
where the People were encamp- 
ed about the Tabernacle; from 
whence to the fartheſt Tents, 
moſt agree to be about a Mile: 
Now from thence to the Taber- 
nacle they muſt go, becauſe 
there was a holy Convocation 
commanded to be on that Day, 
where they onght in Duty” to 
appear. - And therefore, by their 
Place here mult be meant, not 
. the Place {trictly where he ſate, 
Lay or ſtood, nor his whole Tent, 
| nor 
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nor what” was afterwards *his 
Habitationz but the Camp of Iſ- 
rael, out ofs which he might 
not go, either to gather Manna, 
er for any Servile or Secular Em- 

 ployments; but in which ke 
-| might, and muſt go from his 
Tent to the Tabernacle, for the 
| Worſhip of God. This Sf .ce is 
commonly accounted a Suvbuth- 
Day's Fourzcy, which ſome will 
have to be one, others two Miles ; 
| and ſo it might be ſaid to be 
| properly- enough,” winlſt they 
| were in the Wildericis:; But if 


| we perſue the Reaſon of the. 


Thing, which was, the Ajjow- 
| ance of Travelling from their 
Abode, to the Place of God's 
publick Worſhip; then, when 
they came to'be ſettled in the 


Land of Canaan, a Sabbath-Day's 


Forney ſeems to be all that 
Space between the furtheſt Habi- 
tation and the neareſt Synagogne, 
or Place of Divine Service: For 


to. 
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to. ine it ſeems plain, that be- | 


fide their Synagogues properly ſo 
called, they -had. their Proſex- 


chai, Oratories, or Places of 
Prayer, to which they did re- | 
ſort, where either they had .no | 


Synagogue, Or none which they 
could conveniently reach : But 


even herein is ſufficient Reſtraint | 


from Labour for all profane U- 
ſes, and a ReF in every thing but 
that Toil they took for the Ser- 
vice of God, for-whoſe Honour 


_ they reſted, and: whoſe. Service 


their Reſt directed to them. 


Another Command given the | 
Jews, with reſpe& to this Re#, | 


was this; Te ſhall kindle no Fire 
throughout your Habitations npor 
the Sabbath-Aay. T lis ſome inter- 
pret too looſely, ſome too ſtrict- 
ly: Thoſe who think this {po- 
ken with reſpect to the Taber- 


zacle, ( of which Mention next | 


follows,) that no Fire ſhoul] 


be there made on the Sabbath- 
Daz, 
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Day; to further theWork of it; 
which, fay they, "teaches us, 

that the Work of the Tabernacle 

was to give place to the Sabbath, 

| T think ſpeak little to the pur- 
| poſe; for it 1s exprelly ſpoken : 
with reſpect to their Habitations, - 
| not the Tabernacle; nor could 

| the neceſlary Sacrifices be- made 
without Fire. © But this Precept 

bath certainly a farther Deliga 

to ratifie and aſcertain that ReS# 
which was peculiar to this Day, 

by which they were put in con- 
tinual Remembrance of the 
Creator of Heaven and Eartl:, 
whom therefore they ought to 
ſerve, and not the Creature's 

for on other Feſtival Days, ( e- 

ven on the Paſſover _) whici re- 

lated not to this Ref, 1t was 
lawful for them not only to 

| kmdle Fire, but to dreſs Provi- Exod. -. 
ſons AA yet I cannot - by - 
thinkthem too ſtrait-laced, who 
would not allow fo much 2: 

F tho 
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the {triking:Fire out, of ,a-Flint ; 


Day before ,) and conſequently 
_ they might not do it for any 
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eding a Lamp with A 
little Oil, thoughwit were ,ap 
danger of going out. *I do nat 
think that it was deſigned. that | 
they-ſhould make no-Fire if the | 


Cold was ſo'vehement :as might 


endanger their Health, or 1nca- | 


pacitare; them for the-Service of | 
God; or that 1t was not lawful | 
to light a Candle to ſegto read, 

or perform any. other. holy Ot- ; 


fices, whilſt they ſat upon ſome | 


of the former part. of their Sab- 
bath, which was Night. But t | 
15 plain, that they might not | 


kindle any Fire to drels. their | 
Provilions, ( but mult do it the 


Servile, Sordid, or Secular"Uſes, 
which might ſaem to pollute 
that Res which was command- 
ed, in Memory of the: Almigh- 
ty's Reſt from the Creation, - In 
all which Things we fce how 
carcfully 
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carefully,this Re# isfteurcd;uto 
be a-conſtant Monitor. to them 
of that God; whom thoy ought 
to.ſerve.” 


1 From the Re$/ Ms the Day, _ 


let us proceed to the Service of 

As a Religious -'Worthip, 
rites Service, and publick Ac- 
knowledgment ot God was fitly 


EF intermungled with a Reſt from 


Extra-religious Labours ; ſo it 
would have ſeemed 1 incongruous 
to have reſted upon this Ac- 
count, that God. the Creator of 
Heaven reſted from his Labours, 
and not openly to have given 
Praiſe and Glory - to him, and 


profeſs themſelves to be his Ser- © 
yants; eſpecially when the De- 


fign of tha: ReF was to admo- 
niſh'them that they ought to be 
fo, and to engage chem to be fo. 
Hence we find the Re5# and the 
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Worſhip joined together ; The Se-Levit, 23.3, 


venth Day 3s a Sabbath. of Ref, 


an holy Convocation. Upon what 


F 2 Account 
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Accountthey reſted. they them- 
ſelves knew, but it was not. {o 
well known to others; and by 
that the ignorant World might 


take them to be a ſluggiſh or hu- | 
mourſome People, but conld'not | 


thence know what God they 


worſhipped and adored : But by 
their holy Convocation, - and | 
their joint Conſent 1n the Wor- | 


{hip and Service therem' per- 


tormed, they did openly, .in the | 
Face of the World, profeſs 
themſelves to be Worſhippers of | - 
the' God of Iſrael, who made | 


Heaven and Earth ; and that in 
oppolition to all Falſe Gods , 
and all the Idolatrous Worſhip 
then in vogue in the: World. 
The Heart and ſecret Practices 
are known only to God, and by 
them Men cannot» judge z; but 
then is God glorified amongſt 
Men, his Honour and Sove- 
reignty aſſerted, and others in- 
vited to the right Way, when 
he 
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he 4s publickly acknowledged, 

and openly worſhipped and ſerv- 
ed in a Way becoming the Ma- 
jelty of Heaven and Earth : And 
to with-hold this publick Wor- 
thip, 1s, at leaſt, to profeſs our 
{elves aſhamed of him, and, 1n 
eftect; to renounce and deny him. 

Hence {aith our Saviour, in the 
Gpipd, Whoſoever ſhall be aſha- Mark. 38. 
mea of me, and of my Words, in 

this adulterous and fmnful Genera- 


. tion ;, of him alſo ſhall the Son of 


Man be aſhamed, when he cometh 

in the Glory of his Father, with 

the holy Angels. And what 

11 St. Mark I © called being aſha- 

med of him, 1n St. Matthew is 

called denying of him: Whoſo- Matth.10. 
ever (faith our Saviour ) ſhal}35 
deny me before Men, him will. I 

alſo 8s before hy Father which 

is in Heaven. Upon this Ac- 

count 1t 1s, that the Authour to 

the Hebrews exhorts us not tO Heb. 10.25. 


forſake the aſſembling of our ſelves 
F 2 together. 


Numb. 22, 
Q, 10. 
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foget, ber. Hence alſo this Exter- 
nal Profeſſion is made-ncceftary 


. to our acquiring Happineſs ; For - 


(ſaith St. Paul ) with the Heart 
Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, 
and with the Mouth GConfeſſuon is 
made unto Salvation. © And when 
this is done unanimouſly and _ 
lemnly in publick Worſhip, 1 
proclaims God's Name .to ho 
World, gives greater Glory-.to 
him, and highly recommends 4t 
to the reſt of Mankind. 

But to return to the Law: 
Another Part of the Service or 
Worſhip of that Day, was, the 
particular Sacrifice thereon to be 
performed, which jmmedrately 
after the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Daily Sacrifice, we find thus pre- 
ſcribed, And on the Sgbbath-Day, 
tro Lambs of the firſ# Year, rf 
out Spot, and two 1 nth Deals of 


Flower for a Meat-Offering,' mins- 
led with Oil, and hs Drink- Of 


fering thereof. 1 his is the Burnt- 


Uffering 
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Offering «of every Savbath, beſide 
the continual, Burnt-Offcring, and 
his DrikkeOfferin. "W herein as 
 weplaily fe? that the Jews wer 
required to wort? God, even 
with -their Subftance, in a more 
plentiful manner on that Day 
than at other tunes ;-fo we may 
here learn, (that 1 ma y obſerve 
that How 'by the-by, )* [char' the 
Jewiſh Sabbath is now " rovatith 
or rather expired + For if that 
Sabbath were now- 1n force, the 
Services Wherewith it was com- 
' manded_ to be continually ob- 
ſerved, muſt alſo be in force ; 
but no Chriſtian now will allow 
of thoſe Sacrifices, and there- 
fore ought not-to inſift on thar 
Sabbath. Nor 1s it to any pur- 
poſe * to: Mledge, that Serifre es 
were tied tothe Templ e at Jer H- 
 falem, and that it 18 now in the 
Hards of Unbclicvers ; and that 
the Fews themſelves, when de- 
barred from the Temple, were 
4 not 
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not bound' to facrificez for.as 
we are Chriſtians, we do affirm 
that Temple-Worſhip, it ſelf to 
have ceafed ; and rhat though 
Jernſalem and the Temple were 
in our Hands, and entirely in 
our power, yet we ought not to 
{acritice;; for ſo to do, were to 
acknowledge the Law of Moſes 
to be ſtill in force, and gonſc- 
quently that the Meſſi 145 Was not 
yet come; which were to over- 
throw the whole Occonomy of 
the Goſpel, and Salvation. by 
Chriſt ; Thi is the Argumerit 
St. Paul frequently preſteth a- 
gainſt the Judaizing Chriſtians 
of Iis Time; who urged the 
Necellity of obſerving the Law 
; Moſes; and which I may 
have Occaſion to uſe,” and more 
fully explain hereafter. 

We have confidered. how this 
9abbath ought to be. obſerved. , 
and it may vow be to our pur- 


poſe to conſider on whom the 
| Oblica- 
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Obligation lay, thns to obſerve 
it: And we find that it ex- 
tended to all Fews, of what 
Rank, Quality or Condition ſfo- 
ever 5 not only tO Governors, 
Rulers, and Maſters of Families, 
but even to Childrex and Ser-- 
vants ;, and ſo far as concerned. 
the Reſt of the Sabbath, even to. 
the Stranger that was within 
their Gates; yea, even to- their 
very Cattel, By the, Stranger 
within their Gates,.T take to be 
meant, not only their two ſorts 
| of Proſelztes, {ſuch as had either 
ſubmitted to their whole Law, 
and embody'd themſelves with 
| them; or elſe were Favourers 


| of their Religion, but not whol-- 


ly com? up to them ; but even 

| aff Strangers: Whatſocver, who: 

| came thither by way of Travel; 

| or Trade, or any manner of 

| Buſineſs. Theſe, wiule they 

| | had' the Government in their: 
_ | own. Hands, they. did conſtrain; 
F 5 tO; 


LIMI 


[0g 


I © 


Fe 


re-Hiſtory 

to ref on that Day, though 
they did not admit them to 
their Worſhip; for to have ſut- 
fered them to do otherwiſe, 
had been to have made them a 
Scandal and Snare to the Fews - 
For-asS their r very Looſneſs had 
been ofientive to ſich” as were 
zealous of God's Honour, fo to 
have permitted them at that 
time to trade or, barter, had 
been to .ercourage A ſtrong 
Temptation to thc Jews, who 
were a People much addicted to 
their Worldly Advantages, to 
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profane their own Sabbath for-| 


Gain. They could not, indeed, 
heln this when they were under 
the Government of Strangers ; 
but the Command | being ex- 


tended to no * other Strangers | 
but fſach as were within their | 


Gates, under their Protection, 
and confequently in their Power, 
and at their Command, it 1s 


plain that it was not meant taf 


other 
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other Strangers, but only «for . 
the Commonwealth of the Jews, 


and thoſe who. were amongſt 
them, and therefore mult {tand 
and fall with them ; that 1s, laſt 
and continue -while that Dit- 
penſation laſted., and was in 


|. force, and ceaſe when that cea(- 


ed; and that being now ceaſed, 
we mult conclude- their Sabbath 
to be ſo too. | 

But belides God's Reſting .on 
the Seventh Day from the Works 
of the Creation, there 1s another 
Reaſon given for the Fewifh Reft ; 
and that 1s, That that God who 


made Heaven and Earth, had 
-allo with a {tretched-out Arm, 
and with Signs and Wonders, 


delivered them out of Egypt, 
where they lived in miſerable 
Slavery, and had brought them 
into a State of Liberty, Eaſe 
and Comfort z and. therefore, 1n- 
Memory of that wonderful De- 
liverance, and Thankfulne\s tor” 
it, 
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it, they ſhould not only” reſt 
themſelves ;. but permit... even 
their Servants ſo to do, as re- 


© Deut.5.14, membring that they themſelves 
= 


were Servants: in the Land of E- 
gypt. Now this Reaſon being 
peculiar to the Jews, and to no 
other People, it is an Argument 
that the Sabbath, was pectiharly 
intended for the Jews, and not 
ior others ; as indeed, 1t was to 
di{tingwiſh chem from others. 
Now though this. Command 
did extend to all the Fews, yet 
20t to all alike : The Obliga- 


tion lay much ſtronger upon 
thoſe who (as we ſay) were. 
ſai juris, Dilpolers of their own 
Actions, than upon thoſe who. 
were under the Command. and 


Dominzon of others ;- nay , 
where any, contrary ro their 
own Will and Delire, - were 
compelled by a prevailing Power 
to labour on the Sabbath, the 
Ree of Reſt ſeems lO 
ceale, 


ceale, "at "leaſt ſo far as to the 
making them liable-to any Pu- 
niſhment or Blame; though it 
1s much otherwiſe as to them 
| -who enforced it. It were a ve- 
C ry hard Caſe, uf a Servant, who 
| would: reſt with. all his Heart, 
and be thankful to his Maſter 
# for it, ſhould be run all along. 
| upon this Dz/ezma, that he muſt 
either incur the- Wrath of God 
| if he did labour, or ſuffer all 
the ill» Uſages and Cruelties 
| which a hard-hearted Maſter 
| could inflict upon him if he did 
| not labour. And therefore we 
| ſee that a wite and merciful 
| God hath fo ordered the Mat- 
| ter, that though the Eaſe be-- 
longs to the Servart, yet that 
he might not be hinder'd from 
it, the Command 1s directed to 
| the Maſter, Thou, nor thy Son, 
nor thy Daughter, thy Man-Ser- 
| want, nor thy Maid-Servant, &c. 


The Command is given to thoſe 
| tO 
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to: whom theſe Sons or Servants 
did belongs.and they were.not 
only to keep the Sabbath them- 
ſelves, Rs to be Guardians ang 


of his own Wiff, 1t% US 077 
Crime ; but if the Maſter ſaw or 
ſuffered it, ut was allo hisCrizze ; 

it he rotated 1t, -1t Was. a 
double Crime ;, 14 «he enforced it, 
was ſtill a higher Crime. The 
Servant was then as a Fool or 
Inſtrument in the Hand of the 
Maſter, the Work { which 10 1t 
{elf is no Harm ) is his, but the 
Violation of the Command 1s 
the Maſter's; tor where the Per- 
ſon to whom the Command is 
direfted; and the Perſon con- 
cerned 1n the Matter directed , 
are diſtin&, the Breath of the 
Command. is always a Crime in 
him to whom the Command 1s. 
directed, but not fo always to 
the Perſon concerned only in 
tlie” 


" | 
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the Matter dire&ted®* "Thus here 


| 1t 19 commanded, #hat not-only 


Ivs Son and his Daughter, his 
Man-Servant and Maid-Servant, 
but not fo much as his Ox, or 
his Aſs, or any of his Cattel, 
{hall do any manner of Work. 


|» Now if the Aſs. had been made 


to carry a Burthen,z or the Ox 


Fyoaked and ſent to plow, none 


would accuſe». them of Sin, 

though they were certainly 
euilty who cauſed it. But per- 
haps you will tay, the Ox and 
the Afs are not Reaſonable Crea- 
tures, and therefore not capable 


. of Sin, properly {peaking : Never- 
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| 
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theleſs, they are here concerned 
in the Matter of che Command. 
But however, take this farther 


Inftance ; It 1s faid, Thou ſhalt Exca.z: 


not ſuffer a Witch to live + The * 
Witch is here deeply concerned 
in the Matter of the Command. 
but the DireCtion of it 1s to the 
Governor, Now will any Man 
| ſay, 


ſay, that upon this Command 
the Witch is bound to hang her 


ſelf, cut her own Throat, or 


ſome Way or. other make a- 
way her ſelf? It is indeed her 


Fault that ſhe is a Witch ; but it 


1s not her Fault that ſhe Tves, 


though it 1s the Governor's Fault 


that he ſuffers her to /:ve, if he 
know, and have good Evidence 
that ſhe 15 ſuch. a kind of Crea- 
tuxe. Indeed, no Servant is ſo 
entirely a Slave, but that in ma- 
ny Things, and at many Times, 


he 1s Diſpoſer of his.own Ac- 


tions; and if in ſuch Caſe he 


dard. pollute the Sabbath, it was. 
his zz ;, or if. he did freely con- 
ſent to his Maſter, commanding 
the Violation,of*it, he ſinned. 


as well as: his Maſter ; but if it 


was merely by Compulſion, and. 


with Regret and” Sorrow of 


Mind, the Work indeed is the: 


Servant's, winch, confidered in 
it ſelf, was. not unlawful ; but: 
the 
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| the Grime, is the Maſter's, to 
| whom the Command was given, 
| that it ſhould not be done at 
| ſuch a Time In this Caſe the 
' Command 1s given to the Ma- 
| ter, that his Servant ſhall not 
| work; and therefore 1s it not 
the Servant's, but the Maſter's 
Crime, if he compel him. But 
I forbear to proſecute this any 
farther , becauſe our learned 
Brerewood, moved thereto by a 
very afflicting Caſe, hath hand- 
{ Jed this Matter fo clearly and 
| fully, that he hath ſcarce lefr 
any Gleanings for. them who 
| come after him. 
| I am not ignorant that ſome, 
| whoſe Zeal out-{trips their 
Knowledge, have not very well 
_ | reliſhed this Interpretation, and 
poſſibly may not yet; but I 
| hope i may go a great way to- 
| wards qualifying them, and a- 
| bating their Heat, if they ſhall 
| pleaſe to conſider that even the 
Jews 
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Jews themſelyes; and their moſt 


zealous Aſſertors of*their' Sab- 


bath, were of this Opmuon, 

That thoſe who were 11 the Poles 
of others, and by mere Force and 
Compulſi on were conjty -ained. to 
any Labour, at other” Fimes inno- 
cent; on the Sabbath, did not 


fr's For if they had accounted” | 


it a-Sin, they ought to- have 
ſuffered "the moit - barbarous 
Cruelties , » yea even Death it 
{elf, rather than. have been 
gulty of it. Now look upon 
them m their March, as they 
were carried away Captive to 


Babylon, a more tedious 'Jour- þ 


ney than moſt I/anders are ac- 
quainted with ; had they, -then 
told their Cuatths or thoſe who 
conducted them, and peremptoc- 
rily ſtood to it, that on every 
Seventh Day they would "20 no 
farther than a Sabbath-Day's 


Journey, they would have knock-. 


ed them on the Head, without 
more 
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more-ado, and there had been! | 
an.End of them; they had ceaſ-: 
ed*to be a People, and many 
Generations palt torgottensz., And 

when they were at Babyloz, 

| they were-in the Condition of 
| Slaves, at leaft the greateſt part 

 þ of them, and that for a long 

| Time; for at the laſt Deſcent of 

| Nebuchadrezzar it 1s exprelly 

ſaid, That thoſe that had eſcaped'2 Chron. 

from the Sword, carried he away to ** © 

| Babylon, where they were Servants 

| to Gizm ana nf Sons, until: the 

| Reign of the Kingdom of Perlia. 

| And can we think that a People 

 þ who had little Knowledge, and 

 Þ no:Regard of the Sabbath, and 

'F withall, had Power of Life and 

| Death over their Slaves, would 

- þ-fuffer their Captrves, and a Peo- 

| ple they hated, to be idle, and 

| do them no. manner of Service 

| One Day 1n every Seven ? And 

| 4n their Captivity it ſeems they 

| had fo learn'd the Trick of _ 

that 
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that at their Return to'Jernſz- 
lem they turned it -to their 


Worldly Advantage, and- tra- 
ded ,,*carried Burthens', trod 


the -Wine-Prefſes, and did all 
manner of Work on the $4b- 
bath'; in which, doubtleſs, the 
Servants were moſt viſible, and 
had the greateſt Share. But 
when Nehemiah complains of 
this, and ſets bimſelf with all 
Severity to redreſs it, he ſpeaks 
not one Word to the Servarts, 
who laboured under the Hard- 
ſhips of others Power and Co- 


vetouſneſs ; but lays the Fault | 
upon the Nobles, and makes it 
all their Doings, who” ſhould | 
not: have ſuffered, much leſs | 


commanded it to have been 


done. The Servants Actions. he || 
makes to be #herr- Crime, thus; | 
What evil thing ( faith he) is |. 
this that ye do, and profane the | 
Sabbath-Day 2 Dial not your Fa-.| - 
thers thus ;, and did not our God | 
bring | 
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'1t was not only an high Crime, 


of be 'SABBATH. * m7 
n . #' Iv®, | » 4 
bring” all this Eoil upon #8, and 


pon this City £ Tet'ge bring more 
Wrath upon Wra&l, by profanine 
#he Sabbath. At was the Servants 
did the Work, but he charges 
the Fault upon the Maſters - 
And doubtleſs, when they who 
were commanded not to do any 
manner of Work themſelves on 
the Sabbath, nor ſuffer others ; 
when they to whom the Care 
of the Sabbath was committed, 
did, on the contrary, promote 
and enforce the Violation of it; 


but an open Contempt of God 


| and his Laws in them; though 
| they whom they uſed tor that 


purpoſe, as not being ,able..to 


help it, might"only be as Sat- 


ferers 1n 1t.. 5 
There 1s -one Objection of 
Moment, which I fore-ſee wall 


| . be made againſt this Branch of 


the Doctrine of the Sabbath - 


| That if under colour of Force, 


and 


and ill Uſage: * "he "Man, ity, do 
what God has forbidden, it will 
not only take-qway” all: Suffering 
for Righteouſncly, ſake, 'and- fo 
overthrow the Doctrine” of the 
CroſF; but- encourage Men to 


venture upon any Sin, and/then || | 


to clear themſelves by laying, it 
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to their, Charge Who compelled | 


thEm. to it, or w whole Power 
at leaſt it: was'fo to do. And 
this Objection ſcems to; be 
founded 


tpon .an undeniable | 


Maxim in Chriſtianity, That we || - 
F 


ought, not to, commit the lea$t Sin, 
upon the Store of any: Force, or 
ay. Pretence whatſoever. 


abſolute Force as can actually | 


make. another do the Evil, for 
that 'is. not ih the. Power of | 


Man.z but ſuch.a,; Force as can 
inflict ſuch grievous Pains and | 
_ Pumiſhments as: are not other- | 


wiſe to be avoided, but by-com- | | 


ply:ng with the : Will of him | 


By | | 
Force. I here mean; not-ſuch an 


*, 


| 
| | 
: 
{ 
{ 
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whouſeth it. Now if the A&t 
1n-this Caſe coll be charged 
with Sin i the#Perſon: fo. cir- 
@umitanciateds; not - approving, 
and under Force, it would#go a 


great way : But it being what I 


| deny;#I now..come to clear. the - 
_ Way again(t,this Objection, by 
ſhewing my Reaſons gs fo do- 
ing. £+:r5# then I ſay, that the 
Work or Labour prohibited on 
the Sabbath-Day, 1s not imply, 
| and 1n its own Nattire unlaw- 
| ful; as to dreſs the Vineyard, 
"tread the Wine-Prefies, plow 
| the Ground, carry nt the Corn, 
or, the like ; but are made,un- 
| lawful at £ ſuch a certain Time by 
| God's poſitive Command, which 


z | to diſobey, isfintul ; otherwiſe, 


the Thing it felf were no Sn; 


f k |* for of Works {finful '1n them-' 


| ſelves we {peak not; thoſe are 
| forbidden tor their own tkes, 
mot only on the Sabbath, but 
every. where, and at all Times. 
Secondly, 


i 
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Secondly, 1 ſay, that inpdlitive | 


Commands, the Thing 1s made 


ſinful in the Perſon to whom 
..the Command iSgiyen,. ando 
far forth as it-1s given to him, 


if he tranſgreſſes: But the Pre- | . 


after the ſame manner as the | 


other are; for the other, as, 
Thou ſhalt not eammnt Adultery, 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal. are given 
indifferently, ,and to all alike ; 
the Command of the Sabbath bur 


is given, principally to a Man,, 


as he is Diſpoſer of Ins own 


Adtions; and next, as he may | 


have Power and Command over 


others; Thou, mor thy Sor, nor | 


thy* Daughter, thy Man-Servant, 
nor thy Maid-Servant, thine Ox, 


ar thine Aſs. 0 that if it take: 
in the Servant {ofar as heis in his! 


own Power, yet it 1s plainly di- 
rected to the Maſter wherein he 
1s in the Maſter's Power 5 and.all 


. the Reaſon in the World for it; 
for | 


< 
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for as he could not well reſt un- 
der a troubleſome Maſter, ſoit 
was ſcarce poflible for him to 
repair to the holy Convocation, 
if his Maſter would not ſuffer 
| it. And therefore, Laſtly, T an- 
| {wer, That where the Thing is 
| fruful inits own Nature, there a 
| Man ought not to ſuffer himſelf 
| to be prevailed on to comply 
| with it by any Allurements, 
; | Terrours, Force, or Death it 
ſelf; he ought to ſuffer the 
»| worſt that can be, even” all che 
1] Evils in the World, rather than 
y [commit - Sin, But when the 
rfThing 1s not unlawful in 4 
r Þ/elf, but becomes unlawful on- 
f, Þy by a poſitive Command, in 
bo Caſe where that Command 
eacheth not lim, though it 
nay not be commendable, yet 
t 1s not ſinful: And this 1s 
e Þlainly the Caſe of the Serv. 
1 þn the Szbbath-Day, hinderd 
3 from perſuing his own good [n- 
Ir | G tentions, 
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werity of his wicked Maſter. To 


. ought not to-commit, though 
Death it felf threaten'd him:'© 


The Scriptare-Hiſtory 
tentions,' by the Power arid Se- 


make this {till more plain, I 
ſhall ſet down a double Inſtance 
in a Caſe not unlike: Suppoſe a | 
Maſter beats and abuſeth his | 
Servant, with Deſign to make | 
him ſwear falſely againſt an-Þ 
other, in a Caſe of pretended 
Debt, or ſuch like Matter ; 

though he be never ſo ill uſed, 
yet he qught never to comply 
with his Maſter's wicked De- 
fire; and if he do, (though 

never ſo wronged, ) yet he Chal 
ftand guilty of Perjury before 
God, and be convicted of it by 
Man ; it is a Crime which hd 


His Sufterings may ſomewhat 
alleviate his Crime, but canned 
take away the Sin; for it is ; be 
Sin in its own Nature, whidl *Þ 
Circumſtances cannot charge ©* 


though they may leſſer ; an ſee 
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for it he ſhall be puniſhed, not- 
withſtanding any Plea of Force. 
Now on the other hand, Sup- 
pole that the Governor of a 
Place commands, under a cer- 


| tain Penalty, all the Shops in a 
| City to be kept cloſe ſhut upon 
a certain Day, for which we 


will ſuppoſe him to have a ſpe- 
cial Cauſe, and .good Reaſon, + 
and therefore he ought to be 
obeyed ; though otherwiſe, it 
had been lawful enough to keep 
open Shop on that Day: And 
now ſ{uppole that ſame fore- 
mentioned Maſter, in a croſs-_ 
grain'd Humour, to beat his ſaid 
Servant, and not leave ill he 
force him to open his Shop, 


| contrary to the Governor's Com- 


mand. Ts not the Cafe here al- 
tered 2 When the Caſe comes to 
be enquired into, whether of 
the two do you think the Go- 
gernor would punith z the Ma- 
fter, who cauſed his Shop to be 

G2 opened, 
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opencd, in Contempt. of, Autho- 
Tity.z' or the Servant, who with- 
out any dif-reſpec to. the Go- 
_vernor, Opened the Shop. in 
Compliance with his Maſter's 
Will, to {ave his own. Kkide ? 
Doubtleſs the Governor would 
puniſh the Maſter, -and pity the 
Servart; 1f he did not add to 
the Maſter's Punithment, tor a- 
buſling the Servant. Thus we 
{ze that poſitive Commands in 
Matters otherwiſe lawful or 1n- 
difterent, bind not beyond the 
Intention of the Law-maker ; 
and therefore Force and Suffer- | re 
ing may alter the Caſe, where | py 
1c was lo intended. And that Þ de 
| {uch 1s the pretent Caſe, may | xj] 
appear from what hath been al- I w 
ready {aid ; though even in ſuch [by 
Caſe as this, no Man ovght to fon 
catch at ſach Pretenccs, or act [lo 
under-colour of them, unleſs he Jy; 
really and actually lie under [Pre 
them. up 
Con- bs : 
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Concerning the Practical: Ob- 


ſervation of The Sabbath, from 


Time to Time, among. the Jews, 


it 15 1n general obſervable, that. 
 whillt they devourly kept the 
| Sabbath, it begat in them ſuch a 


Biwerewre of "the Divime Maje- 
ſfty, and Sexſe of their Duty, 


that 1t_ not only preſerved them. 
from 1dolatry, but from all E- 


normons Crimes ; and therefore, 


among. the Prophets we Get: 


the Olbreation of that moſt 
highly extolled, and earneſtly 


recommended, and all Bleflings. 
promiſed to 1t; as if that inclu-- 
ded all other Duties, or neceſla- 
rily drew them after it. Bat 
when they neglected the Sab-: 


bath, they preſently fell, nor 
only into [dolatry, but ran head- 
long into the grofſes? and viles# 
Wickedneſs. So that when the 
Prophets ſeem defirous to draw 
up the higheſt Charge thar can 


G 3 com- 
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be againſt 1 them, 1t 1s commonly. 
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comprehended in this, That 


they polluted God's Sabbaths 
profaned hjs Sabbaths, hid their 
Eyes from his Sabbaths, and the 
like Expreſſions ; - as if they | 
would ſtick at nothing elle, 

when they once dared to do 
that. The By-turnings are fo 
many, that it is a difficult thing 
to keep the right Way; and as 
Men are apt to improve their 
Notions, {o alſo their Pradice to 
Extremes: And thus it was with 
the Children of Iſrael, they 
were very hardly, for a long 
time, brought to a due and con- 
ſtant Obſervation of the Sab-| 
bath. At firſt when it was giv- 
en they could not forbear vio- 
lating 1t by going out to gather 


Manna, even contrary to an ex- 

preſs Command : And as ſoon[ ; 

_ as It was confirmed, we read off . 
one gathering Sticks on that} 


Day; and though he was by] , 


God's ſpecial Command pub- 
lickly 
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lickly ſtoned to- Death for the 
Fact, yet even that Severity 
did not effeftually work upon. 
them ;. but. even after God had 
crained -and exerciſed them ſo 
many Years, and, as one would 
have thought, ſecured them to 
hin by a continued Series of 
Miracles ; yet even jutit then, 
when they were ready to enter 
into the promited Land , this 
Complaint is made of them, 
That they provoked him to Jea- Deur. 32. 
louſte with ſtrange Gods, with A- OP 
bominations provoked they him to 
Anger ; they ſacrificed unto De- 
wils, not to God; to Gods whom 
they knew not, to new Gods that 
came newly up, whom their Þa- 
thers feared not. It was not {0 
very. ſtrange that they ſhould 
grow negligent of the Sabbath 
in their Captivity , -(and yet 
that Sin was in a great meaſure 
the Cauſe of it, which ought 
to have made them the more to 
7 G4 
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fear it:) But it was the higheſt 
Ingratitude at. their Return, to 
bring that Sin along with them, 


and perfiſt in the Practice of it, 


as from Nehemiah we learn they 
did : But when the Noiſe of the 
Prophets, continually exclaiming 
againſt, and threatning Ven- 
gEAnce for this Sin, had awa- 


. ker.d them, and the Care of 


Rulers had reformed them, and 
their own heavy Sufferings. had 
convinced them, that ' Perſeve- 
rYance 1n that Gs would be their 
Ruin, then they ran to the- 0- 
ther Extreme, obſerving the 
Sabbath even nicely and {uper- 
{titioufly, beyond what God re- 


quired of them ; inſomuch that 


in the. Time of the Maccabees, 
when Amntiochus Epiphanes ſent 
his Forces againſt them, who 
aflaulted them on the Sabbath- 
Day, they would make no man- 
ner of Defence; and not only 
would not caſt even a Stone at 

their 
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their Adverſaries, ut would not 1 Macc. 2. 
ſo much as ſtop the Places where 3* 3” 
they lay hid ;, but cried out, 1hey 
would die in their Innocency. 
But by this Means ſuch a lamen- 
table Slaughter was made of 
them, as made the reſt be- 
think themftelves of another 
Courſe, who very feelingly ar- 
gue thus ; If we all do as onr vel. qo, 
Brethren hav? done, and fight ** 
not for our- Lives and Laws a- 
gainit the Heathen, they will now 
guickly root . ws out of the Barth. 
And then: it follows, AF that 
time therefore they decreed, ſay- 
ing, Whoſoever ſhall come to make 
Battel with us on the Sabbath- 
Day, we will freht against him; 
neither: will we die as our Bre- 
thren that were murihered in the 
ſecret Places. And accordingly, - 
we find Jonatha: very {ucceſs- 1 Macczg;: 
fully - executing this Decree a- 3* 37 - 
gainſ{t Barchides. But if this had 
not been lawful before, it was 

23 not. 
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net their Decree that could 
have made it ſo: And it the 
Law of. the Sabbath .had prohi- 
bited it, their Decree had been 


an Int erfering with God's Law, 


and in ſome meaſure a Repeal 
of it. BÞut even this Decree 
they afterwards: weaken'd .by a 
ftrait-laced Interpretation, Iimit- 
ing it to Defence, and not Of- 
fence tor which alſo they 


fſinarted by Potpe 'y and Titns Ve- 


ſpatian. Tn our Saviour's Tune 


they were ſo ſuperſtitions, and 


very jealous of doing ill, or in- 
deed any thing on the Sabbath- 


. Day, that they would. not wil- 


ltingly fufter even another to do 
good on that Day; and there- 
forc they very malicioutly quar- 
xelled with our Saviour for re- 
ſtoring Sight to the Blind, cu- 
ring the Lame, and healing the 
Sick on the Sabbath-dey But 
aur Saviour himſelf havin ſuf- 
CE and plainly confuted 
their 
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their Folly herein, I ſhall not 
farther infiſt upon it. Only, 
hence we. may. obſerve, that 
when Men are reſtrained from 
downright Wickedneſs, and o- 
pen Violation of God's Laws ; 
yet ſtill they are very apt to-en- 
tangle themſelves: in Sin and 


Folly, even in the Exerciſe of 


their Daties ; which may warn us 


to have a watchful Guard upon: 


our ſelves, and to uſe all Dili- 


gence to underſtand our Duties 


_ arightly. 


Having thus far conſidered. 


what Account the holy- Scrip- 
tures give us of the Sabbath, 
there remains-one very material 


Thing ſtill to be enquired into z. 


viz, Of what Continuance it 


was ? Whether Perpetual, or 
Temporary ? And it Tempora-- 


ry, then when and how it-de- 


termined? - Now certainly, the 
Sabbath muſt run the ſame Fate- 
with the Law, of which it was: 
a Part... 


I'3L 
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a Part. Now the Law was ei- 
theft typical of Chriſt,” or*given 
with refpe&®to him , and*his 
Coming, When therefore our 
Saviour came, and had fuliilled 
the Law in all Righteouſnels, 
and ſettled his own Ditpenſa- 
tion, or the Way of-Salvation 
by him. the Law then became 
of no Force according te that 
of the Author to the Hebrews, 
For there is verily a diſunnulling 
of the Commundment going be- 
fore, for the Weakneſs and Un- 
pr ofitabl eneſs thereof for the Law 
made nothing perfe#, but the 
bringing in of a better Hope dil, 
by the which we draw nigh unto 
od, And when: our Blefled 
Saviour, after 41s Reſurrection, 
gave his Apoſtles- their full 
Commiſſion; Go Je therefore and 
teach all Nuont 8 &c, he therem 
plainly 1nt!mated* the Abolth- 
ment of the Moſaical Law for 
(as the Autbor to the Hebrews ar- 


gues ) 
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ged, there is made' alſo of neceſſe- 
ty a Change of the Law. \ Not that 
the Law "was. by any particular 
or ſpecial A& exprelly abrogated, 
but that it expired, ceaſed any 
longer to oblige,” and yielded 
and gave way to the Evangeli- 
cal and Unchangeable Law in- 
troduced by Chriſt: For when 
a Law is made only for a pre- 
fixed Time, there needs no- 
thing more for its Abrogation, 
but the Approach of that Time, 
and then it ceateth» 1n courſe. 
Indeed, the whole Law, even 
the Commandments themſelves, 
conſidered as given 'by Moſes, 
were not obligatory to the Ger- 
tiles then 3 much” lets: to any 
fince, now that the Law it fel 
is void: For let a Lav? be never 
{o juſt and good, yet as a Law 
it only >inds them to whom 1t.1s 
given.” ; Now the Law was not 
. given to the Gentiles, but to the 
Iſraelites, 
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Iſraelites, to ſeparate them from 
the Gentiles : Had it been given 
ta them, they ſhould have been 
judged by it 5 but that it nei- 
ther was,. nor ſhould - be fo, 

Rom.2. 12, St, Pax] plainly teacheth 3 As 
14,15 many (laith he) as have fenned 
without Law:, ſhall alſo. periſh 
without Law: and as many as 
have fonned in the Law, ſhall be 
= judged by the Law. And again; 
When the Gentiles, which have 
not the Law, do by Nature the 
Things- contained in the Law ; 
theſe having .not the Law, are a 
Law unto themſelves , which ſhew 
the Work of the Law written in 
their Hearts, &c. And here the- 
Apoltle helps - us to: a -Diſtin- 
cton, and clearly. teacheth- us 
how the Moral Law, contained 
in the : Fen Commandments, 
was obligatory to the Gertiles ; 
not by virtue of their being ſer 
down by. Moſes, and given to 
the Tſraelites., but as m—_— 
aDic 
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able by the Light of Nature , 
which wonld certainly direct 
| . them to theſe Truths, if they 
did not offer Violence to it : 
And by this they could not but ” 
know the Moral Part of the 
| Fourth - Commandment , That 
God was. to be worſhipped ; 
and indeed, they did with Uni- = 
verſal Conſent acknowledge it, 
though they were wofully nuſ- 
taken in the manner of perform- 
ing it. But then as to the Day, 
or Time, I defire any Man to 
inſtruct me how he wall diſco- 
ver by the Light of Nature, or 
where he will find it written m1 
Men's Hearts, That juſt one 
Day. mn Seven, and particularly 
the exa& Seventh Day: from the 
Creation, muſt be dedicated en- 
tirely to that Worſhip. So that 
E have often wonderd what 
ſhould have moved ſome Learn- 
ed Men to run away with a 
Notion , that a. Seventh-Day- 
Yabbat þ, 
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Sabbath, even the Time it elf, 
is. Natural and Moral - Not bur 
that I very well approve -of the 
Proportion of Time upon other 
Reaſons, but I like not the San- 
dy Foundation whereon they 
build, who while. they. will 


needs. prove too much, Prov C 


Ja{t nothing at all. 
As to the Fewiſh Sabbath, to 


aſlert the Neceſtity of that, iS 


plainly to relapſe from Clre ſts 
nity, and to reiurn to FJudaiſ: MR « 

For ' where will they tind any 
Obligation to it, but in the Law 


of Moſes ?: Now the Apoitle 


Rom. 3.19. faith expreſly, that Vhat 7 himgs 


Gal. Ge Ze 


foever. the Law ſaith, it ſaith to 
them -who .are uader the. Law. 
For any Man therefore to-urge 
the Neceſlity of the Fewifh Sab- 
bath, is to profeſs himielf un- 
der the 'Law : And what St. Paul 
laid 1n the:Caſe' of! Cireumciſror, 
will be true: m the Caſe of the 
Jabbath, that he makes himſelf. a 

Debtor 
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Debtor to the whole Law. For 
where a Man acknowledgeth 
himſelf bound to any one thing 
by virtne of a Law, by virtue 
of the ſame Law he muſt own 
himſelf bound to all it requires. 
Now what 1s this, but to ſeek 
Salvation by the Law 2 Where- 
as St. Paul ſaith, that By the Gal. 2. 16. 
Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh 
be juſtified. But, which is {till 
worie, by this Practice they not 
only defeat themſelves and therr 
own Endeauvours, but what in 
them lies overthrow the Goſpel 
of Chrisf, and deſtroy the Me- 
rits of his Incarnation, Life, 
Death, and whattoever he did 
for our Salvation : For he that 
inſiſts. upon the Neceſlity of a- 
ny Legal Obſervances, muſt do 
it as taking the Law ſtill to be 
in force; and ſo mult either, 
with the Jews, deny Chriſt to 
be come 1n the Fleſh ; or elſe 


alert the, Inſufficiency of: his 
| Coming, 
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Coming, and his Dilpenſation 
for our Salvation, unleſs joined 
with, and afliſted by Legal Ob- 
{ervances; which were to make 
his Coning to be of little or no: 
Uſe, and in effect both to deny 
Salvation by him, and refed it. 
And this is that fatal Conſe- 
quence which the ſame Apoſtle 
charges. on the Practice of the 

 JudaizingChriſtians of his Time; 
_ Gal-2.21. Pop (faith he) if Righteouſneſs 
come by the Law, then Chriit 3s 
dead in vain. And again ; 
Ch. 5. V-4: Chr:3t zs become of no effet unto 
you;, whoſoever of you are juſti- 
fied by the Law, ye are fallen from 

Grace. | 
Farther ; The Jewiſh Sabbath 
. it ſelf was a Type, the Uſe of 
which ceafeth at the coming of 
the Thing typified. The Deli- 
verance of the Children of 1- 
rael out of the Egyptian Bondage 
by Moſes, which was one Thing - 
in Memory whereof their Sab- 
hath 
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bath was celebrated, was a Type 
and Pledge of our Deliverance 
from the Power of $;» and 
Death by the Coming of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Their Tex 
poral Deliverance was typical of 
our Sprritual, which Chriſt hath 
wrought. And if their ReS# 
did typifie Chriſt's Reſting in 


. the Grave that Day, that is long 


fince performed ; and therefore 
it would be abſurd now to uſe 
zt upon that Account: And if it 
did typifie the Eternal Reſt of 
the Saints 1n Heaven, it did ty- 
Pifie- that to be obtained by 
Chriſt ; and he hath now much 
better and ſtronglier aſfured us 
of it, than it was poſhible we 
could be by Types and Sha- 
dows; fo that it 1s now of no 
Uſe on that Account. Hence 
St. Pant ſaith of the Sabbath , 
and fome other Things, that 


They are a Shadow of 1hings to Col.2.17. © 


come, but the Body is of Christ. 
_ Which 
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Which is to ſay, that the Obli- 
gation and Uſe of them ceaſeth 
at his Coming. He that will 
be an Advocate for the Jewiſh 
{7ypes, I deſire -him well to con- 
fider how he will avoid being 
driven to a Neceſlity of plead- 
ing alſo for their Sacrifices ;, I 
doubt the one will draw rhe 
other after it ; -and yet I do not 
learn that there are any calling 
themſelves Chriſtzans, ſo far de- 


Inded as to offer at that; and 


therefore it 1s needleſs to loſe 
T1me in writing againirt it. 

But to what purpoſe ſhould I 
ſtragsle any longer 'about this 
Matter, when the holy Scrip- 
ture hath plainly determined 


the Caſe for the Expiration of 


the Jewiſh Sabbath £ St. Paul re- 
proving and diſputing againſt 
the Galatians, for adhering to 
the Preſcriptions of the Law of 


Gal. 4. 10, Moſes, ſaith thus; Te obſerve 


II, 


Days; and Months, and Times: : 
I am 


OV], 


LIAAL 


of the SABBATH. 


Days or Times which were (et 
apart for God's Worſhip, ac- 
cording to the Purity of Chri- 


ftianity, could not have made 


lum afraid of them ; but rather 


would have rejoiced him, in 
_ hope of their Perſeverance : 


But it 1s the Obſervation of the 
Fewiſh Feaifs, which he here 
oppoſes ; which being obſerved 
(as they did ) with an Opinion 
of Neceſlity to Salvation, was 
11conliftent with the Doctrine 
of S:/vation by Chris alone ; 


which might juſtly make him 


afraid of them. Now of theſe 
Feaits, their Sabbath was one ; 
and he ſpeaks in general, and 
excepts . none. If the Sabbath 


_ had been excepted, it being a 


Feait 1o ſolemn, and recurring 
ſo often, certainly {oine particu- 
lar Care had been taken of 1t, 

that 


4 I41 
I'am afraid of you, leff I have 

' beſtowed on you Labonr in vam. 

| To have obſerved any ſuch 
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that it might not ſeem to be 
condemned with the reſt: But 
neither here, nor elſewhere, is 


there any ſuch. Exception. But 
to put the Matter out of all 


doubt, the ſame Apoſtle expreſ- 


Col. 2.16. 


ly names the Sabbath, with the 
other Feſtivals ; Eet no Man 
therefore (ſaith he) judge you 
in Meat or Drink, (7. e. Meats 
or Drinks prohibited by the 
Law of Moſes ; ) or #n reſped of 
any holy Day, or of the New 
Moon, or of the Sabbath-Days. 
From whence I think 1t 1s. evi- 
dent, that in the Senſe and 
Judgment of the Apoſtle, the 
Obl:tgation of the Jewiſh Sabbath 
was then exprred, and Chriſtians 
were at liberty to obſerve it no 
more than another Day; not 
but that they might take Occa- 
ſion, in a particular manner to 
{ſerve and glorifie God on that 
Day ; but that they were not to 
to be cenſured or condemned as 
faulty, 


faulty, if they did not look up- 
on themſelves as under any Ob- 
ligation to obſerve it, as being 
commanded by the Law of Mo- 
ſes : The Obligation of it was 
ceaſed, and it was become to 
them as a common Day ; and 
as ſuch they might uſe it, with- 
out any Imputation of a Crime. 
It will readily be acknowledg- 
ed, nor is it any Prejudice at all 
to this Doftrine, 1f 1t be right- 
'ly confidered, that we find Chri- 
ſtians paying {ome Deterence to - 
the Sabbath for ſome time after 
the ReſarreFion and Aſcention of 
our Saviour; for the Moſazcal 
Law came from the Almighty, 
though not defigned to be ever- 
laſting; and had been atteſted 
with Signs and Wonders, and 
therefore it was not to be caſt 
off with Contempt, but decent- 
ly laid aſide; and ſome Time 
was to, be allowed to win Men 


off from their rooted Prejudices. 
But 
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Adqs 11. 
17, Oc, 


But the principal Reaſon I take 
to be this, That as our Saviour 
faith of Imſelt, that he was not 
ſent but to the loi# Sheep of the 
Houſe of Iſrael, ſo he recom- 
mended that People to the par- 
ticular Care of his Apoltles ; 
and we may obſerve them fo 
cloſely labouring with them, 
that when they were diſperſed 
upon the Perſecution, many 
would preach the Goſpel to the 
Jews only ; and there was need 


of the Expence of a Miracle to 


convince them, that Repeztance 
unto Life was granted to the Gen- 
tiles. Now the Jews, in their 
chief and firſt Care, were rigo- 
rous Obſervers of their Sabbath, 
and failed not to aflemble toge- 
ther on that Day : Where there- 


fore could the Apoſtles, or any 


others, ſo conveniently find them 


_ to preach Chriſt to them, as 


when they were met at their Sy- 
pagogues 2 Upon this Account, 
You 
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.you find (even St. Pal, the moſt 
zealous Alfertor of Chriſtian Li- 
berty againſt Jewiſh Obſervances, 
frequently. ro enter into the 
Jewiſh Synagogues on the Sb- 
bath-Day, and labour to converc 
them : Not that . he thought 
Iimfelf under any O/:z24atzon to 
keep their Sabbath, but that 
their Sabbath aftorded him an Op- 
portunity more effectually to re- 
commend the Chriſtian DoErine 
to.them, and thereby to-grve 
more Glory to God. And I be- 
lieve that you will ſcarce find 
that the Apoſtles at "any time 
Ry on the Sebbath-Day, 


ut 11 the fame place you will . 


hind. a Fewiſh Synagogue 3 as at 


their Converſion on the Subbath- 


lar to the Chriſtian Religion, 
('as- the Breaking of Bread, or 
Adminiſtration of the bleſſed 
H EF 


Day, yet that which was pecu- 
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Antioch, Theſſulonica, Corinth, @c. ans 12, 
But though they did preach for &c- 


> 


ns 


_ 24 viour bids them pray that then 
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Eucharift,') they did*not! —_— 


when the Obſtinacy of the Jews 
had utterly diſcouraged* the A- 
poſiles, and became dangerous 
to-the- converted Gentiles, 'and 
had- perfected the Schiſm,:;tthen 
all Deference' to: their «Sabbath 
was "totally laid afide : And 
though that Compliance- for a 
Time. (in Tenderneſs to the 
Jews, not out of any Confeiencc 
to the Day ) might beget a. Re- 
{tpect tor it for a Time, '1n ſome 
Places. yet that ſoon wore out, 
and the whole Church of Gol 
torbore, if they forbad not, a- 
ny Obſervation of the Jewiſh 
Sabbath + It. is certain fome 
Churches took {ſpecial Care to 
torbid it, for fear of its becon- 
INS a Snare and Temptation to 
fall aw ay to fudaiſnr. 

There 1s a flight Objetion 
which ſome offer, "Thar-our $- 


Fligit 


Ry 
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Flight be not in the Winter, mot 
PI he Sabbath-Day. But this 1s 
not ſpoken in Confarnativn of 
their Sabbath, but by way of 
Prediction of the Mzſeries that 
ſhould befall them, and which 
that very Errour concerning the 
Sabbath ſhould make fall heavier 
upon them ; for the Jews. were 
at that time "ſuperſtitious Obſer- 
vers of their Sabbath, and would 
chuſe rather to dic than to ſeem 
in the-leaſt to violate it 4yand 
upon that Account quarrelled 
and hated our Saviour; and he 
knowing their ObPtinac -y, that 
they would, not be convinced, 
and fore-ſecing and lamentin 
their Deſtra@1on, bids them pray 
that their Flight might not be on 
the Sabbath-Day, becauſe their 
Errour concerning it © would 
bring the greater DeſtrnZFion up- 
on them ; for if they obſtinate- 
ly refuſed to y farther than a 
Sabbath-Day's Fourney, Cominon- 
H 2 ly 
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ly reputed at” molt nat above 
two Miles, they mttſt unavoid- 
ably fall into the Hands of their 
Enenues, and conſequently be 
all either {lam, or made Slaves : 
winch accordmegly happen'd un- 
der Tit#s Vefpatians and they 


then paid ſutficiently for *thar 


Errour, and their Obſtinacy in 
it» Thus theſe Objetions be- 
ing anſwered, I think the forc- 
going Arguments may prove” to 
anyampartial conf{iderate Man, 
that trom and after the: Reſur- 
recton of our Saviour the: Oblt- 
gation of 'the Fewiſp Sabbath 
ceaſed to them, and to all o- 
thers, 1f it ©ever obliged any 
others. 
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: | uh Off the Lord's Day. 


- | FHE Sabbath, as a Mark 
y of Fadaiſyr, being diftni(- 
f ſed-ito. keep company with the 
1 | Law of Moſes,- if we find+ not 
- | ont ſome {tated Time which 
- | Ghriſtians are bound to conſe- 
crate or ſet apart to the Wor- 
, | wp, Honour and Servie& of 
God, we ſhall leaye them mn 
that reſpect in a worſe Cond 
= than the Fews; for one 
eaſon of God's inſtituting the 
Sabbath among the Fews, ſeems 
to; be- to. prevent that Negle&, 
and- in the End total Failure of 
his true Worfhip, which hap- 
| pen'd to the Old World, when 
— | the ſet Times of his Worſhip 
{zem. to have been left to. the 
Gratitude, Ditcretion and good 
D Inclinations of Men, which 
H 2 Were 
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were ſoon over-born by their 


Corruptions. And though Chri- 


ftians have \{tronger Motives , 
and more manifold Obligations 
to continue firm and ſtedfAt in 
_-the Worſhip of God, than ei- 
ther the Old World, or the 
Jews; yet they have the fame 
Corruptions, evil Propenfitics of 
Nature, and Variety of bewirclr- 
ing Temptations to withdraw 
them from it; and therefore the 
hke Helps and Reſtraints ſeem 
to be: noleſs neceflary for them, 
than the Jews: And according- 
Iy, upon the Expiration of the 
Fewiſh Sabbath, we find the 
Lord's Day ſet apart for the 
Chriftian Worſhip, and that cele- 
brated by Chriſtians with an unj- 
yerſal Conſent, © 
_ It were mere for oor Com- 
fort"and Advantage, religjoully 
to obſerve the Lord's Day'in the 
true, Worſhip of God, than' to 
perplex our Minds with _ 
| Spe- 


-_ 
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Speend ations, and intricate Con- 


troverſies glbout it : Bur, ſince the 


ſubtile.or perverle Wy its of Men 
have and do trouble the World 


- withythele Matters, 1t 1s'become 


requiſite and ne edful to clearithe 
Way,. as. far as. we can, from 
ghcke Diſputes, that 1o we may 
and and: comtortably.*to 
he\ Practice of our Dutzes. 

- Thefir{t and great Controver- 
fe.1s, Upon whar Authorityithe 
Qbſcryation ot'the Lord,g Day 
is founded 2: Some whgate "wy 


zealous for the Sabbath), 


y call-it; ) will have 1t to bs 
Tranſlation of the Jewifh Sab- 
bath. and perhaps they may 


——4 well,. but their Poſitions 


dangerous and i Incongruousz. for 
to make the Þord's Day-a Tranſ- 
ation of the Sabbath "ind the 
ews, were to fetch 1ts.original 
Authority from the 'Fews/h 'Dif- 
perſation's which were! a great 


"Dip aragement . to. the Copel, 
H 4 and 


gr 


and _—_ = 4h the indli- 
ning Mep to a. Retitien to Ju- 
dai, N=ither do they.corutt- 
derthat the Szbbath was © pro- 


per.to the Jews, that it waſnot 


tranflacable from them® to the 
Chriſtians, and tothe Lord*s Day: 
for as.to the Day or Time; has 
Sabbath was on the Seventh Day 


from the Creation, -or Laſt TY 


of the Week; the Lord's Day 1s 
onthe: Frr it Dey of the Week, 
beingghe FI from the Crca- 

gne reſpe&t, and the 
Firft of it. in another. Now 
Now: theſe Times,  confideringy 
their: Habitudes, are fixed and 
1mmoveable: You cannot tranſ- 
late:the Scoverth Day from" the 
| Ks ev into. the Eighth from 
taprithe Firff of #5 or if they 


w- do this as caſily as they, 


havea-Mand to it; yet-where 1s 
the? "Authority ior it ? ;or who 
was$1t that did it ? * And:thenas 

to the Seryices of the Day; nei- 
| ther 


, 
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ther» are” they» capable: of being 

trantlaced® the Chri/tigy Occo- 
nomy,as being not competible. 
to it, Hor agreeable with 1t: As 
tor the Temple-Sacrifices proper 
to® that Day, Þ ſuppoſe Tone 
will difpate it;-and as for the 
Se#vice of the Synagozne, It 15 10 
ppropriated to the fewiſh State, 
tart we were tied up to that, 
it would rather be.a Prejudice 
to Chriſtianit +3, than any Proftio- 
tton -of it: So that here g$ no- 
thing to be tran{hared. #In ſhort, 
Reaſons of Equity and Analogy 


+ | £27:in ſome Caſes be drawn. 


rom the Law, which may per-- 
fuad&* not "enforce : But, the 
StatE® of the. Goſpel 18a» more 
perfect and comnleat State than 
that of the Thy, this weak, in- 
afficient of it (e1f, and expired; : 
that of rhe/Goſpel ſtrong; tufh- - 
cient of it (eIf5* and unchange-- 
able; fo. that it needs not to - 
borrow any Authority fron the - 
TS Law / 
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Law for ſettling any Coriſtitu- 
rions proper to it;*as®being ſut- 
ficiently furniſhed with Autho- 
rity of its own. The "Jewiſh 
Sl bh therefore being ab#1iſh- 
ed Cx expiredwwith the Law, ' we 
in this Caſe are no farther" to 
conlidver it, or 1s$ Authority ; 
Bur fe fo look on the Celebray 
tion of the Lord's Day as 2 new 
Liſtitution, adapted to the Evan- 
gelreal State ; and the Authority 
for It we are to find "there, 
which i8the Thing we are now 
to enquure after. 

All except datang Chit: 
ftians, to whom Anſwers have 
been already given, do atttow- 
ledge * the Celebration of” the 
Lord's Day. to ſtand upon” Au- 
thority ſufficiently "obligatory to 
all who have given up they 
Names to Chriſt. - But whether 
that Authority be Divine or Hu- 
mane, Ecclefia{tical -6r Civil, 
there is no ſmall 'Contioverſie. 
The 


r 


J 
of 
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| The Layingdownpt,Trwh will 
be: the, Ditcover ours 
and © therefore I ſhall: -Beither 
trouble my ſelf nor others with 
a»diſtinit Examination of their 
leveral- Opinions, ,but in perſu- 
ance .of my. Deſign, ſhall con- 
tent my felt with an Enquiry at- 


ger what Grounds we findytorat 
*#n the holy Scriptures, and the 
Practice thereupon. In the mean 


time, as I do think it a very pi- 
aus and laudable Courſe tor 
Chriſtian Governors, whether Ec- 
delighical or Civil, to encon- 


m2ge and enforce any Parts of 
Uhriſtanity by Humane Laws, 
fo-om-the other hand, I appre- 


hendit to be a Thing. of very 
dangerous Conſequence to found 
. the. Obſervation of the Lord's 
Dup upon any Humane Authori- 
ty; for. if; it have no: better- a 
Support; but ſubſiſts merely- by 
yatue of that, by, the ſame Au- 


thority. the Day may be altered, 
ar 
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whiete Were tO = firg th rpark 
jt Wortbrp of God, and#*the 
: Acknowledgment of our 
feives! to be” Chriſtiaxs, ito the 
rHRAgy: Will of Man; vwhich 
ftainbyGod never intended to; 
ds: Wid- tor. this. Cauſe I. am 
unwilling to ſet the Obſervation 
of; the Lor#s Day uporr any 0- 
ther Hythorily: than What” is Dt- 
VINE. i Og TS.” - 
Bit now whien we cone to 
make a Search aiter this Autho- 
rity, * muſt be conteſled; that 
expreſs direct written Precept>we 
bave-none tor it: It any eron 
can 'thew me+ ſuch” a "hing;'»Þ 
fhall- be very” glad 'of "t; * and 
thankful form; but'for my awn 
partzgh« could never! yet find-it; 
It. remains *therefote-' that |\we 
fearch” andy; whetheraweicat 
find .any thing that tantargounts 
tO 


© 
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toyit; or comes ear” it, or is. 
otherwiſeeonvincing thiar it was 
originally. by Authority Divine : 
Ana "if there -be ſufficient 
Grotinds or Reaſons from Scrip- 
ture and Practice, ,thereupon to 
perſuade us that it was' by Di- 
reion; Order or Command® of 
.the Apoftles to all Chriſtians, in 
STi Ages, it will hardly 'be 
doubted but that they were dt- 
rected by the Spirit of God un 
what oth preſcribed of "fuclr 
ſtanding and univerſal 'Ute ; 
andherefore, that the Qbſerva- 
tion'of it proceeded from, and 
ftands by-a- Divine Authorirys 
Andawhat Mornives, Reaſonswor 
Grotinds' there are for this,” we 
ſhall how 'examine "with what 
Brevity and Clearnels we can.” 
© The: Scriptures, though-they 
recite not the Precept; or Opigina) 
Inſtitution, yet they ove US Farr 
Þitimations' of itt, and ( as 1 mav 
call thein, fuch Fro Exim- 
ples, 
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he Scriptuxe- Hiſtory 
ples,,,as may. make us-1 ealonably 
believe,hat tuchk.,a thing was 
done: And though ſeveral Texts 
feem to look: this Way., yet 
there are three which {ſpeak 
moſt directly to this Matter,: 
That . the Lord's Day, gr Day 
immediately following the. Few- 
#/þ Sabbath, is meant 1n, every, 
one of them, I ſhall take for 
granted, becauſe others have ſo 
eleared- that Matter beyond. all 
queſtion, ,that I think it not 
worth diſputing. The Jexts [ 
ſhall take in order, as they, lie : 
The Firit ſpeaks.thus  QLpor the 
farit Day 1of, the Week, .when,the 
Diſciples came together togureak 
Bread, Paul; preached, unto ther, | 
&c.... As. to,which, Words, you 
may. firſt obſerve. the Day, the 
Firſt. Day of the Week, z..e. the 
LordigaDay ;, and next,, that this 
1s mentioned.,as the. Time. when 
they; 1uſually, . atlembled:,. as a 
Time known+to them, and uſed 
7 - 


by- them ; and therefore muſt 
proceed tfom- fome Order or 
Directions: Thirdly, The Buſt- 
neſs of the Day, To break Bread, 
e.to recerve the holy -Sacra- 
ment of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood: . Whereby you ſee; that 
thobgh the Apoſtles then often 
, went mto the Synagogues. .,on 
the Sabbath-Day, laying hold of 
the Occaſion of the Meeting of 
the Jews, to preach to them tor 
their Converiion ; yet the Chri- 
ftrans ®met together on the 
Lords Day, tor the Exerciſes 
peculiar to Chriſtianity. Fourth- 
y," That this, as an uſual Time 
of th&ir meeting together, gave 
St. "Paul "the Opportunity to 
preach to them ;, for he called 
them not together, but they al- 
fembled as'of Uſe and Cuttom, 
or a Time known and*ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe. Now 
'it can hardly be jmagined how 
this could be, unleſs there had 
been 
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been: fome Order- made,” ſome 


Rule of-Directionigiven, 'which 
was known to.all. The Second 


x Cor.16.2. bong: 15* this. - Upon the Firſt 


Day of the Week let everyone of 
youUay by him-in' ſtore, as God 
hath proſpered him, &c." * Now 
though the ditect Defi ign of this 
Preceptbe the making, Proviſion 
for the Poor, and the raiſl ng a 
a Stock 1n readineſs by them up- 
on all. Occaſions for: that par- 
poſe; yet the manner of raifing 
this Provifton 1s directedﬆo, þ: y 
laying*up ſomething fof#that 
End. every *Firit Day of - the 
Week , /whieh 15. thes Lor's 
Diy:; and that as" on a*Day 
whereon Chriſtians aflembleTtor 
the Worthip and” Honour” *6f 
God, and.lo was the moſt lhike- 
ly Time to 1ncife them to.libe- 
rl ari®chearful Giving, and the 
fitteſt Time that” could be ap- 
mqag tor that” purpoſe : For 
the Fews wers - commanded 

not 
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not; to-appear before the: Lord 
empty; certainly. 1t -1S morc un- 
reaſonable for - the Chriſtian , 
whether commanded or not, to 
doſo: And the Chriſtians being 
dixccted to the conliant Practice 
ofthis : on this Day,.. without 
farcfter » Notice or Explanation, 
but/:/bare naming 1t, ts plain: 
that it. muſt needs be well known 
to them all, and conſequently 
that they muſt have had ſome 
Rule concerning it. The Third 
15-11 theſe Words, relating to 
the. Behaviour of St. Fohr on 
tuat Day ; I was-1n the Spirit ON Rev. 1. 109 
the Lord;s Day, and behind mes 
4 great Voice, 14s of a Trumpet: 
The Trumpet very. well becomes: 
theaSolemnity*ot the: Day 3 for 
amonegſt'the Fews they were ac- 
cuſtomed not only to call ſolemn 
Aſſemblies, but to recommend, 
| celebrate . and ſet: off ſolemn 


Days with the Sound of ;Irum-: 
pets: And- St. Fobrr, though' in 
oy __ Kaniſh- 
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Bamiſhment,.q where he had nei- 


nor Teſtimony of his Adtions,, 
_ yet very caretully.obſerves this | 
Day, employing himſelE m-9pi- 
ritual. Exerciſes, (for fo 1s bus 
beinoan the Spirit mott common- 
ly underſtood ;) and  God®ap- 
proves it by adding a'Solemnity 
thereto, the Sound of the'Erum- 
pet, and ſhewing farther Fa- 
vours to {o diligent” a Servant. 
C Or it thoſe Words, as ſome 
think,.'refer to the Inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt enabling StWfobn 

_ to-write the Prophecy cou = 
- «din that Book; yet being done 
on” that Day, and-waith xeſpect 
tothe 'Religious/ Exerciſes on 
that Day, whereby Men ate bet- 
ter- qualified for the Reception 
of ' the Grace 'and Favours of 
Godz*1t {till more ſtrongly. con- 
firms'our Afſertion. ) Andasin 
every. one of ' theſe :Texts- is 
plainly to be feen the Obſerva- 
t1ON 
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tion of the Lord's Day,” fo imall 
of them together weave the 
whole Butineſs of the Day; in 
the Firſt, the folemna Offices of 
the publick Worthip z in the Se- 
bond, thoſe Acts-of Compailion, 

Earicy and Gocunets, which 
upon meet: Occations, but then 


Epccially, are to be exercifed to» 


wards our Neighbours; and in 
the Third, thoſe Private Devo- 
tions, and holy Employments, 
wherein Chriſtians may exerciſe 
themſelves when either the pub- 
hetWorſhip-is over, or they are 


denied the'Ule of it. 


There are ſeveral other Cons 
fiderftions which may 1nduce*a 
modeſtChriſtian Temper to'look 
wponthe Obſervation 'of the 
Eord's Day as a Divine Infſtitu- 
tion, which I ſhall now tarther 
perſite. Indeed, the Proportion 
of Time hath been warmly (| 
am unwilling to ſay idly.) dif 
35/400 [ believe .it will be very 


difhcult 
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. dillicult for any Man, how great: 
ſoeverilais.Contidence may be;- to 
give a. natural Reafofi, why ra- 
ther One 41n Seven;#than Oneam 
Five, or One in Ten, mult of 
neceiuty be obſerved ; but. then. 
I think it would be very: unrea- 
{onable.and ungrateful in Chr:- 
ftzans,. whoſe State and Bleſlings. 
are far ſyperiour to thoſe: of the 
Jews, if they-ſhould abridge God 
- mths Particular, and allow-lefs. 
Time tor. his Worſhip than they 
did : And when God himfelt.dil 
tet a Proportion of Qne in'$yen 
'to thoſe who were once his Peo- 
ple, it Jooks like ſtrange Arro- 
nce 1n Man to think he catwa(- 
gn atitter Proportion;than'God, 
hath done: And I'think :thatvit 
ought-to: be of ſome Weight 
with us, that our Church, by 
enjoming the Fourth Command- 
ment to be; read every Lord's 
Day,. doth approve the. Propor- 
tion of One in Seven; for that 
| (he 
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the commands it not tg, be'read, 
as thaking the«Jew!ſh Sabbi 


 Hgatory, is Pkan ;- for ſhe com- 


Miands the Levitienl Law to be 
read, either as ſhewing what was 


then binding, or what Care God 


206k of his People under his ſe- 
veral Diſpenſations, or that Rea- 
{ons of Analogy and* Equity 
might be thence drawn for our 
Service, or to ſhew what better 
Things God hath done for us, 
or the like Cauſes; but 1s at the 
fame time ſo far from taking it 
tobgnow binding, that ſhelooks 


on {uch*® Practice as unlawful ; 


nor doth ſhe account any thing 
binding as purely given to the 
Fewr, unleſs other Reaſons 
enforce it : And farther, her 
Practice ſhews that the Commuarnd- 
zent-is not read in"rhat Senſe; 

for ſhe not only obſerves not that 
Day, but condemns the Obſer- 
vation”of it,” as. a Deſ*rtion of 
Chriſtianity, and Running to 


Judaiſm. 
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Tudaiſan. That Commandithere- 
ore nuſt;be-tuppolc 
inthe general, not*the legal No- 
tion of «it; 5 &, ta ſupport the 
Worſhip of God, to allow- of 
One Day 1n Seven for itz which, 
to avoid Uncertainties,/ he hath 
fixed on the Lord's Day. *But 
then-af we ſuppoſe that:Day of 
Divine Inſtitution, there 1s *an 
End of all ether Diſputes, for 
then it will ſtand by a Divine 
poſitive Right; and when God 
commands,- Obedience 1s then 
our Fart without more-adQ,” 

Let us now confider-the Rea- 
ſons for which this Day. was 
made choice of, as beſt adapted 
o'the Chriſtian Worſhep.: Now 
it is agreed on all Hands, and it 
1s evident from holy. Scripture, 
that our Blefled Saviour-.arofe 
from” the- Grave, thereby tri- 
umphing over Death and Hell, 
on the Firſt Day. of. the:Week, 
which, 1n Memory of his Reſur- 


rection, 


"> o& 


E"EJZ 
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#eFivn, is called the ws Day 


DN n-doth 
poſe his Tnca: 


Ci nations Life and 
Death; : ſo was itneceilary inor- 
der to his Altcention, and Sitting 
the Right Hand of the Fa- 
there to make Interceſiion 
R's On;this Day then . was 
not only compleated the Work 
of our Redemption, but all the 
Parts of that Myſtery have ſome 
Dependence on, or Relation'to 
what was done . on this. Day: 

Then *was the Law fulfilled ; 

then was God's Juſtice ſatisficd ; 

then was Hell and Deach 'over- 
come; then were we reconciled 
to God in Chriſt Jeſus, if we 
embrace him by Faith, and frame 


our Lives by his Rules. And 


what fitter Day for Chriſtiaz 
Worſhip, than that whereon the 
whole * Myfter -y of Chriſtzarity vras 
accompliſhed 2: What can more 
inſpire:us with Zeal and Devo- 
tion, railc« our Afections, quicken 
ur 
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our Gratitude,and more effeCtual. 
ly Þ mp! JN Us: | 


ling, as well as 2 reaſonable Ser- 


vice, than the Memory of thi 
Performapce which entitles us to 
Forgiveneſs of Sin, and Everlaſt 
1g Life; and makes us capable 
of all*thoſe invaluable Benefits 
and Bleſſings which either here 
or hereafter we hope for as Chri- 
ſtzans ? Upon this Account there- 
fore no Day could be more pro- 
per for the Criſis WA wp than 
this. 

Another Rea fon why this Day 
was made chioice of for the Chr:- 
ſtran Worſhip, was, That :there- 
on-was. the Deſcent of the"Hely 
Gho#, qualifying the Apoſtles 54 
the Converſion of the World, 
and the Recovery of Mankind 
out of that otherwiſe inevitable 
State of Perdition and Miſery ; 
in{tructing/them in all Truth ne- 
ceſlary to our Salvation, and im- 
powering and enabling them to 
teach 
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teach 1t to all others, and con- 


ferring thoſe Graces and Abilities 


which enable us to lay hold of 


_ it; For though Chriſt had per- 


ed the Work of our Redem- 

tion and Salvation 1n it ſelf ; 
yet had we been left to the Gui- 
dance of our own corrupt Un- 
derſtandings* and crooked Wills, 
and laid open to all the Wiles 
and Delufions of Satar, and not - 
aſhfſted by the Diretions and 
Graces of the Holy Spirit to lead 
us to that Salvation fo purcha- 
ſed by Chriſt, without doubt we 
ſhould ſtill have failed of obtain- 
mg it. And what could more 
powerfully excite our Zeal, D2- 
votion and Thankfulnets to A 
mighty God and our Blefſed Sa- 
viour Chriſt Jeſus, than the Me-. 
mory of theſe ineſtimable Bene- 
fits? And conſequently, What 
Time more fitly appropriated to 
the Chriſtian Worſhip, than that 


whereon theſe Blethngs and Be- 
| I . ncfits 
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nefits were firſt. communicated to 
Chriſtians 8 But though this be a 
grand additional Reaton to all of 
us, yet was it not the. primary 
Reaſon on which the Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's Day was foun- 
ded; for when the Work of our 
Redemption was fully wrought, 

_ and thereby the Jewiſþ Qecono- 
my diflolved, and the Obligation 

..of their Sabbath ceaſed, that there 
might be no Failure for want of 
a fixed Time of Worthip, foon 
after the Reſurrection, and be- : 
fore the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, we find the Chriſtzans ce- 
lebrating the Lord's Day,as a Da 
of publick Worſhip: So that the 
Inſtitution of it may be reaſon- 
ably ſuppoſed to be - amongſt 
thoſe Directions and Inſtructions 
which our Saviour gave to his 
Diſciples in thoſe Forty Days he 
was converſant with them be- 
tween his Reſurrection and Al- 
cention ; for he then commanded 

| them, 


"_ OT or Wo nn 2 OR TR BE IR, G3 


| of the SABBATH. «71 


them, that they ſhould tarry in: the Luk. 24.49, 


City of Jeraſalem ti they were en- 
aued with Power from on high. 


And 1n another place, That they aa 1.4. 


ſhould notdepartfromJeruſalem,but 
wait for the Promiſe of the Father. 
'In both which is meant, their at- 
tending there the Coming of the 
Holy Ghost : In order whereunto, 
we find them, with other Chr:- 
ſtrans, aflembled, not caſually, but 
as at a known Trme, and with a 
joint Obedience, on the Lord's 
Day; and the Acts of Chriſtian 
publick Worſhip, there expreſ- . 
ly mentioned : So that there 1s 
Reaſon to believe that the Time, 
as well as Place, might be af-. 
figned by our Saviour; and that 
they were fore-warned that the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoit ſhould 
be on the Lord's Day; which 
could not be ſo reaſonably ex- 
pected, nor folemnly performed 
at accidental Meetings. I confels, 
our Tran{lation 1s not fo clear in- 
I 2 this 
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_ +» » this Matter, inſaying thatit was 
Ads 2.1, when the Day of Pentecoſt was ful- 
[3 come: But with due Submittion 
_  Idofay, that this Rendring doth 
not reach the true and full Senſe 
of the Original, which ought ra- 
ther to be tranflated in theſe or 
ſuch like Words, When the Day o f 
Pentecolt was compleated, ende 
or fully over ; which it was when 
the Firſt Day of the Week, or 
Lord's Day began. From- all 
which it ſeems evident to mn: 
that the Obſervation of the 
Lord's Day was known before 
before the Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and conſequently known 
and preſcribed from the very 
Beginning of Chriſtianity. 

And here I think it ought not 
to be omitted, That the Obſer- 
vation of the Lord's Day is the 
Badge of our cor10n Chriſtianity; 
and 1s as mutlr a S729, Mark and 
diſtinguiſhing Charatter of us Chr 
ſtians from all others, as the 0b-' 

ſervation 
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ſeroation of the Sabbath was of 
the Jews. 1, Chriſt hath required 
_ tha we openly. confels, him be- 
foreMen: And in Obſervation of 
the Lord's. Day we'do moſt ſo- 
'Jemnly confels: him, and profeſs 
'our ſelves. tobe his Follo WCrs, 7.6 
Chriſtians...,And hereby we are 
diſtinguiſhed, not only from Jews 
and be, Who. are either 
among us, or border on us ; but 
from all others whereſoever, or 
of what,Perſuaſion ſaever : For 
none will obſerve that Day, or at 
teaſt;mot_ in Chriſtian Exerciſes, 
.butthoſewho profeſs themſelves 
| Chriſtians, but diſtinguiſh them- 


ſelves by ſome other ſolemn Ob- 


ſervation; as the Fews, . by keep- 
ing. their "Sabbath on our JSatur- 
day: > the Mahometans, by ſolem- 
nizing our Friday. And by ſuch 
Obſervations they are known 
what they are; or muſt diſco- 
.yer. what they are, if the Rea- 
'{on ' of ſuch Obſervation be 
3 asked 
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asked them: For, ask a Maho- 
zetan why he obſerves Friday ? 
and he will give you a Reaſon 
from the Precept of his Prophet, 
( as he calls him; ) and that n ſo 
.doing, he acknowledgeth himſelf 
obliged to the Obſervance and 
Profeſſ:on of the Law of Maho- 
met, that notorious Impoſtor. Ak 
a Jew why he obſerves the Sab- 
bath, which is our Saturday? and 
he will tell you that Moſes their 
Law-giver ſo commanded Yeoh 
and that thereby he-op' 

' Feſſeth himſelf to be. 

obſerve all thoſe Rites, Creewver 
and Laws which God, by Moſes, 
commanded them ; the Obliga. 
tion of which, his Blindneſs or 
Obſtinacy will not let him ſee to 
have been long ſince expired and 
diffolved. And ask a Chriſtian 
why he obſerves the Lord's Day 2 
and he mult tellyou that he doth 
'1t1n Memory of Chris's Reſyrre- 


Tion, who thereby compleated 
the 
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the Work of Redemption ; and 
that.in ſo doing we own out (elves 
tobe Chriſtians, and expect Eter- 
nal Salvation by. what he hath 
done for us, in a due Uſe of thoſe - 
Means he hath preſcribed to us: 
And this Reaſon I think may ex- . 
cite all Men, as they would pro- 
tels themſelves Chriſtians, and 
hope for the Benetits of ſo being, 
to a conſtant and diligent Obſfer- 
vation of. the Lord's Day. And 
if what hath been told me be 
true, I cannot but judge it an z-- 
 ſufferable Diſhonour and Prejudice 
to. our common _— , that 
the Idolatroxs People in ſome re- 
mote Countries obſerving fome 
of our Merchants not to obſerve 
the Lord's Day, or any Religions 
Feafts or Fafts, have judged them 
to be worſe than themſelve$even 
to be of zo Religion-at alt: For 
they could not believe them to 
be of any Religion, who did not 
own it in ſome ſolemn Obſerva- 
3.4. tion. 
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ti0u. Perhaps they might want 
Miniſters, or their Number might 
be few, or their Stay ſhort ; but 
however, they might have ho- 
noured the Lord's Day, and pro- 
felled their Chriſtianity 1n ſuch 
ſolemn Religious Exerciſes, as in 

theirprivate Capacities they were 
able to perform : And? 1 think 
there ought go be Care and Cau- 
tion that ſuch Things be not 


ſuffered, if the Information be 


found to be true. 
-.. We'have now ſeen that in'the 


-Obſervation of the Tord's. Day 
we openly profeſs our ſelves: 4 


be Chriſtians ;, that in it we cele- 
brate:the Memory of Christ's Re- 
ſurrettion, when he compleated 


ithe- Work of our Redemption; 
.as:alſo the Deſcent of the Holy 
*Gho3Z, to furniſh the Church bd 


its Members, in their ſeveral Sta- 
tions, with all Powers .and Gra- 
ces, to afiiſt and lead them in the 
Way of Truth: And farther, that 

it | 


- 
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-itwas-obſerved.in the very: car- 
:heſt Times: of the Apoſtles, 1m- 
mediately after the'Refurrection, 
and that when the great Praiſe of 
of Chriſtians was, that they conti- A®s 2: 42. 
awued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Do- 
Frine.. And why then ſhould we 
not think this to be a Do&tine of 
ÞtheApoſtles? To this may be ad- 
ded the Univerſal Practice of the 
Church of Chriſt ; for what O- 
pinion foever they might have as 
- tolome Days or Times in ſome 
articular Places, yet this wasfe- 
ceived and obſerved from the ve- 
ry Beginning, by all, in all Pla- 
ces, and in all Ages. Aid whence 
could this procced, but from our 
firſt Inſtructors 1n Chriſtianity £ 
Or how could it prevail without 
their Authority ? If therefore we 
find in Scripture the Practice al- 
lowed, but an expreſs Preceptnot 
ſet down, we may reaſonably re- 
fer it'to ſuch Practical Regimen- 
tal Inſtitutions, the. Practice 
| I 5 whereot 
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-whereof was-[ufticient .to men- 
-tion without an expreſs Precept ; 
becauſe it wasiknown to all, and 


could not. be loſt or forgotten, as 
being incumbenton all Chriſtzans, 
at all Times, and in all Places, to 
keep it up without Intermuſlion, 
for the Frofeftion of their com- 
a10nChriſtianity. And itwas the 
unanimous Opinion of all the pi- 
ous Fathers of the Church, That 
what was umverſally recerved by 
all Chriſtians, 11 all Ages and/Pla- 
ces, was at firſt dehvered tothem : 
Whichif we do not adnmnt, I fear 
we ſhall be at a Loſs many 
Things; *for.it may be uſeful not 
only upon this and the hike Ac- 
counts, but alto undeniably to 
prove the true Senſe -of many 
Texts and Precepts of Scripture, 
which wrangling Seducers per- 
vert, t& the decerving of many 
weak and well-meaning Perſons. 
As for inſtance :: Many deny Bap- 
tiſm. to Infants 5 and ſome have 
offered 


INI 
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offered at withholding the Sacra- 


” ment of the Lord's Supper from 
"Women: And though . the .ge- 
 nerality of the Precepts are e- 


nough to ſatishe any fober Man, 


and the Parity of Reaſon be- 


tween Baptiſm and Circumciſion 
fufticient to convince any ſenſible 
Man in that Point ; . yet obſtinate 
Men, who make a Trade of De-- 
luding, will not leave bawling, 
but wn{iſt upon little Quirks, and 


_ vain Niceties: But when 1t ſhall 


appear 'that thoſe truly zealous . 
PrimitiveChriſtians, who lived fo - 
near the Apoſtles Time, as beſt to 
andiſiagd their meaning, and 
were notſ{uffered to practice their .- 
Precepts in any other Senſe than - 
they were meant, did not deny .- 
their Children a Right. to Bap- 
tiſm, nor Women to the Lord's. 
Supper, but adminiſter'd Baptiſm - 
to the one, and the Lard's Sup- 
per to the other z it muſt be ac-. 


knowledged that the Precept of 
Baptiſm. 
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Baptiſm was intended to extend | 
to the.Children of Believing'Pa- 
rents;.-and that of the Lord's 
Supper to Wongn. 

i any objec? co me for this, 
that I ſeem a Favourer of Tradz- 
#1025, let him know that Fam as 
much an Enemy of thoſe new 1- 
ventions, and ſuperſtitions Devi- 
Ces, which ſome would obtrude 
upon us under: the Notion of 
{raditions, as he, or any Man 
whatſoever; and do think that 
nothing can be more dangerous 
and miſchievous to the Chriftzas 
Religion, than to ſuffer fuch No- 
velties and Abuſes to be foilted 1n 
among vs; and for that Reaſon 
thall be as ready as-any. other, 
upon juſt Occaſion, to appear a- 
gaznſt them. But If any Man | 
can produce me a Practice plain- 
ty allowed in holy Scriptures, 
highly uſcful. or neceſlary. for 
Chriſtiazs 1n all Ages, founded 
upen Reaſons peculiar to our 
Religion, 
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Religion, and embraced by all 


"Chriſtians in all Ages and Pla- 
ces, (tuch as 1s this which Icon- 
tend for,) I ſhalnever- think it 
my Butineſs to oppoſe it. - 

But perhaps ſome will ſay that 
all Inſtitutions, DireCtions and 
- Practices of the Apoſtles are not 
eternally obligatory, but accord- 
ing to the Subject-Matter or Na- 
tureof the Thing, are either tem- 
porary and mutable, or eternal 
and immntable : And for this and 
{ome other Reaſons, ſome have 
made it a Queſtion, whether the 
Day be not alterable, or the Wor- 
ſhip may not be transferred to 
another Day? As to the Worſhip 
it ſelf, it is Moral and Unehange- 
able, and to ſome Day it ought 
| tobe fixed; for toremove it from 
all Days, were to deſtroy the 
Worſhip it ſelf; and to leave it 


arbitrary, were little berter. But 


then, as it is aftxed to this or 
that particular Day, it ſtands by 
a po- 
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a poſitive Right; and how great 
{dever may be the Motives to 
prefer. one:-Day before another, 


yet what is by,poſitive Right, is 


in its own.Natlre alterable ;. for 
It is plain: that all the politive 
Laws of. the Jews were not only 
altered; but difannulled :. And 1 
ſeeno Reaſon, but that any. po- 
ſicive Law may be altered or an- 
nulled, at the Will of the Law- 
maker ; the plain Conſequence 


whereof is this, That the Obſer- 


vation of the Firſt Day of the 
Week; which we call the Lord 
Day, 1s in its own Nature altef- 
able ;. but then, whether God 


will, or Man cazx alter it, 1s an- 


other Queſtion, which more con- 
cerns us to enquire after, becauſe 


the Performance of our Duty in 
a great meaſure depends thereon. 


That God never will alter it, 
we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe; for if we look 
for that, we muſt expect new Rc- 
velations, 
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_ vElations, and new. Miracles to 
atteſt and vouch thoſe Revela- 


tions; which we ought not in 


this Matter to do becauſe we are 
under the laſt Dithe n{ation ; and 
.God hath Jeckeres that he hath. 
Fully revealed his Mind and Will 
concerning the Salvation of Man, 

and what, he requires of him im 
order thereto. And to me it alſo 
ſeems out of doubt, that neither- 
any Max, or any Body of Mex, 
.can alcer 1t : For what Man, or. 
particular Church, ſtall attempt: 
to alter what hath been received. 


down from the Apoſtles. Times, 


in all Ages, and all Churches, 
without being condemned of in-- 
tolerable Inſolence, and bold U- 


furpation upon the Rights of 0- 


thers, if not allo upon the Laws 
"ofthe Goſpel,and running all into. 


Confuſton? Andas for the whole 
Chriſtian Church, diſperſed over 
the Face of the-Earth, as Matters 
are, how is it poſlble they ſhould 
una- 
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unanimouſly agree -1n' fucly a 
thing? Orif ſuch a thing ſhould | 
be thought on, what Reaſon 
could they g1 vg for fixing on an- 
other Weekly Day tor the COMm- 
m_ Profeſſion of our Chriſtiani- 
ty, diſtinCt from all our Chriſtian 
f Foe athers:; and ſo madly dif- I 
tinguiſhing the following Chr 


ſtians from the toregoing ? Or, 


What better Reaſon can they 
ſhew to pitch upon any-.other 
Day than the Loras Day, where- 
1n we: apparently celebrate the 
Memory of. .our Saviout's Reſur- 
reF1on, and the Deſcent. of the 
Holy Ghoi?; and therein, of- all 
the ABorotes, Bleſjangs and Fi 


" DOHY'S which we either have or 


hope for as Chriſtians 2 Or if they | 
ſhould oretend to ſome Reaſons, 


_ yet would not their Authority it 


| Joitbe 
*al-Places filed With, unneceſſary 


*called:3n queſtion, and 10 


"Diſpures, and riototwRiſorders! 
The: theſe, -and- of Ir "Fea 
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winch might be given; I do think 
that the Obſervation of the 


Lord's Day ought inviolably to 


be Ge till the Conſumma- 
tron of all Things, and the Lord 


himſelf ſhall come to judge the 


Quack and the Dead. 


Concerning the Name ' or 


Names of the Day, many are 
very 'peeviſh and troubleſome : 
Some even dote upon the Word 


"| Sabbath, whilſt others are as a- 


verſe to it : And I muſt confeſs, 
that I my felf am-not very fond 


'of the Word Sabbathvin this Caſe, 


not'only 'as it i5:a Word appro- 
priated to'the Jewiſh Oeconomy, 
and never nfed in Scripture but 


 avith reference - thereunto ; but 


Alfb- becauſe thoſe who perni- 


ciouſly infiſt upon it , uſually 
AUraw their: Obligation from the 


Jewiſh Law, and Fall ſeem deſt- 


\rous thence to juſtifie their over- 


rigid, if not ſuperſtitions PraG:- 


ces and Obſervations upon it; thus 
endan- 
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endangering to lead both others 


which by Chriſtians ought to 
be carefully avoided. However, 
if we can agree upon the 1hrg, 
I will quarrel with no Man about 
Words; and if by Sabbath they 
mean no more than what ſome, 
in Contradiſtinftion. to the Jews, 
have called the Chriſtian Sab- 
bath, z. e. the Chriſtian Worſpiy 


onthe Lord's Day, conſtituted in. | 
the Chriſtian Church; I ſhall no 


more find fault with them, than. 
with ſome others, who without 
any evil Intention, may call it 
Sunday, according to our com-- 


mon Diſtin&ion. of the Days of. 


the Week 3; though I do think 


that the Lord's _ ſounds beſt: 


in a Chriſtian Mout 
As to the Exerciſes on the Day, 


_ and Marrerof its Celebration, but 


eſpecially as to Recreations, there 
have been and are ſo very great 


Heats, that it 15 odds but that he 
De” who 
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who meddles therewith ſhall feel - 


4 the one or the other, if not both 
Parties, fall foul upon his Bones, 


But having gone thus far, I ſhall 


adventure on ; and if I get a 


Knock for my Pains and Good 
Will, I ſhall take it as patiently as 
I can. And in the firſt place, 


Great Heed ought to be taken to 
the ſolemn and publick Worſhip ; 
that all who profeſs them- 


ſelves Chriſtians, eſpecially all 
thoſe whoſe Attions are-in their 


own Power. and Diſpoſal, do 


conſcientiouſly attend all along, 
and join therein with a bGo/y 
Devotion, and Chriſtian Zeal : 
And at ſuch Times, no idle Loi- 
tering up and down, no Recrea- 
tions, Sports, Worldly Buſineſs, 
or vain Actions, keeping from it, 

be allowed : 
For, being the Day is dedicated, 


-not only to the Honour and 
*Worſhip of God, but alſo-ap- 


pointed to this End, that” we 
might 


T $8Y 


The Scripture-Hiſtory 


might openly profeſs our ſclve | 


Chriſtians ;, 10 theſe or any other 
indecent Courſes, to abſtain from 


the ſolemn Worſhip, is not only 
to affront God and his Worthy, I} 
but amounts to a kind of. tact} ; 
or implicit Renunciation 'of our 

Chriſtianity, which we areipectt] 

ltarly bound at that time'publick- I, 
Jy: toprofeſs.. Iurge this the ra- 
ther, that if poſible T might rec-Þ 
tifie the Miſtake of ſome Perſons, 


whoſeemtolooknpon the Lord's] | 
{Day as little'other than a Dy of | * 
on |; 


Idlenefs, and Relaxation 


common Bulineſs;z»and not con- 
-ſidering the great Ends for which 


it wasinſtituted,; are inſenfible of 


the great Sin they run 4nto” by a 
Neglect, if not Contempt of the 
,Duties required thereon.r: 1 « 


I deny not but that-there.are 
{ſeveral Caſes -wherein-a Man may 
lawfully abfent from the publick 
Worſhip, ſo that it be never done | 
with any wilful Negled& or Slight- 


ing 


of the SABBATH. 


ing thereof. / If a Man lie dan- 


geroully fick, God who ſends the 
[mpediment, ſends the Excuſe; 


$a Man 1s not bound in ſuch Caſe 


to'run the apparent Hazard of 
his Life, which God hath intruſt- 


&d him with, thar by all lawful 


Ways he might preſerve it, t9-be 
employed in | his Service, 2nd'to 
his Glory : But it a Man's Sick- 
neſs have been the Eticfts of his 
own Wickedneſs and Dilorderli- 


nefs, he ought to look upon it as 


God* $ Judgment for his Sin, and 
aecount himſelf the Cauſe of his 
Inability to pertorm thoſe Du- 
ties which he ought; and ought 
therefore heartily to bewail it, 
and firmly refolve to be more di- 
Iigent*for the fature, If it pleaſe 
God to reſtore him : Nor ought 
every little Illneſs or Indiſpoſition 
keep us from the ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip, ſuch as we are more likely 
to find Relief from, through 
God's Mercy, in the diligent At- 
tendance 
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tendance on his Worſhip, than 


in the Neglet& of it. If a Man be 
in ſuch Places where he cannot 
communicate in the publickWor- 
ſhip without Sin, he is not bound 


to join in ſinful Communion, but 


rather to avoid it; but then he 
ought to make it up what he can, 
by doing all he is able in his pri- 
vate Capacity. If as I am going 
to the publick Worſhip, I ſhould 
ſcemy Neighbour's Houſe on fire, 
and my Help ſeem neceſſary or 
requiſite, I may ſtay and do all I 
canto quench it, and prevent my 
Neighbour's Ruin, or great Loſs. 
If I know of a Conſpiracy againſt 
a Man's Life, which 1s likely to 
take effect, if not prevented at 
that time, and it 15 in my power 
to prevent it, I think I not only 
may, but ought to omit going to 
the publick Worſhip at that time, 
that I may defeat ſuch great Miſ- 
chief and Wickedneſs. In ſhort, 
Whatſoever great Good may be 
done, 
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done, or Evil prevented, the Op- 
portunity of doing which: would 
be for ever loit, 1t not laid hold 
Fon at that time, I take to be a juſt 

[Excuſe for abſenting from the 
| Epablick Worſtip for that time. 
But then theſe Caſes are rare, and 
are far from being a Warrant to 
abſent at other Times ; neither 
ought we to make that a Reaſon 
for doing a Thing at that time, 
which may be done at another 
time ; neither ought we to ſhel- 
ter our Negle& underany falſe or 


but what are real. And yet be- 
fide {uch rare Caſes, there 1s alſo 
a. common Caſe ariſing trom the 
common Neceſſities of Mankind ; 
when ſome ſtay at home, eſpe- 
cially in great Families, either 
to provide for the reſt, who are 
at. the publick Worſhip, or elſe 
to be a Safeguard to the Houle 
and Goods in it; for the Lord's 
Day is a Feſtival, a Day of Joy 
an 


feigned Pretences, nor ſet up any * 
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and Gladneſs, wherein, Jaccord- | 
ing to our Ability, and foberly, 
we ought to cheer our ſelves, and 
comfort the Poor ; which cannot 
be, unleſs fitting Proviſion be 
made forit; and toleave a Houſe 
well furniſhed, without any Care, 
were not only a Temptatiox, but 
an Invitation to Thieves tobreak 
in and ſteal : And thoſewho thus 
ſtay away, {cemnot to ſtay with- 
without ſome -reterence to the 
publick Worſhip, they being either 
the Providers for, or the Security 
of thoſe who are at it: But then 
Care ought to be taken that ſuch 
Petſons may either be at the pub- 
lick Worſhip onepart of the Day, 
or- others may take it in Turns 
with them, as ſhall be moſt con- 
venient ; leſt in time ſuch Onuſ- 
ſton ſhould grow into an Irreligi- 
ors Temper, or. Habitual Negle@. 
As for the remaining part of * 
the Day, which 1s not taken up [\* 
in the publick Worſhip, I know 3 
not [x 
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not how it can be- better ſpent, - 


according to our Strength and 
'Ability, than in doing good to 
-others, and exercifing our fclves 
im Acts of Devotion and Piety, in 
Meditation, Reading and Prayer, 
and all ſuch Exerciſes as tend to 
the better Information of our Oz- 
derſtandings, and the quickering 
our Wiffs and AﬀeG#ions in the 
Performance of Religions Duties, 
and the begetting in us a Love to 
them ; and all this according to 
every Man's State and Condition 
of Lite: For ſome Things are 
more ſuitable to ſingle or private 
Perſons, others to thoſe who are 
Maſters or Governors of .Fami- 
lies; the one may be {wallowed 


up with his private Devotions, 
which if the other ſhould be, he 
might give Occaſion to his Fa- 
mily to neglect their Dattes, or 
(which 1s worſe) afford them Op- 


Iportunity to run Riot. A Coi- 


tentious Care, with Refpect had 
K tO 
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Matt.12. 3: Day,z, as. may. appear, from, our 


1n courſe lead every Man to what 
1s proper. to be done, in;this Caſe: 


then what are lawtul ? 


[ot that the. Jewiſh Sabbath 
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to Js State and Condition; wall 


But the oreat- .Controverſic C.1S CON- 
Cerning Works and Recreations, 
and whether any ;z and. at any, 


- As to the firſt of theſe, Iti is-0b- 


and the Lord's Day are founded 
upon different hoot ig theirs 
reſpected God's Ret from the] 
Warks of the. Creatzon 3 and that]. 
Re [t was 10/1 interwoven with.thcir 
Service, that it was, an- Eſſential 
Part of their I, orſh1p : s Was typical, 
and enjoined. them tor - ſpeed 
Reaſons, ( as; hath been already 
ſhewed ;) and was io ſtriF, that 
they looked upon the Kl/ing by 
Sacrifices and Cireumciſon,though 

both commanded by God, to be 
4n {ome ſort. a Violation of that 


I 


Saviour's Reaſoning: with the 


Jews: Bur the Lord's Day hath 
f0 
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off "the SABB'ATH: 
for its principal Reaſon, theRe- 
ſar neFton Ot our bleſſed Saviour, 
ahUſoſbemstobe founded rather 
upon A7F;on than Ref, but yer" 
upor- fuch AFi9r as is Religions 
by which Meahs a- Ref acciden- 
tally appertainsto-it, as requi- 
ring aiCeſſation from- all {uch La-1 
bours and Employments as are any 
ways difhonourable to; or incon- 
ſiſtent with the: Worſhip and Jer- 
vice: of  the-Day! '- That 'thoſe 
Works whiets aro > unlawful-athll® 
Fimnes; are mach more umnlawfll ' 
at this Time,' ſuppoſe every one 


will grant: But we are farther to 


conſider, that this1s a Day dedi- 
cated to God, and'fet apart for 
his Service; ' and therefore it is 
not to be profaned with the com-- 
mon Work "of other Days: It. 
being 4x Day, we nuilt do 'bjs 
Work; not-out* ow 5 and this 
will oblige: 15 'tO deſiſt from the 
QOſe and Exereiſe of all' gainful” 
Employments, - whereby we per- 

K 2 {ue 
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ſue our own Jztereif and. Profit, 
and not God's Glory ; and:though 
they may not be directly oppolite. 


to it-at other Times, yet they 


ſeem to be ſoat this, becauſe they 


_ are a Hindrance to God's Wor- 


{bip, and juſtle it out, and take 1ts 
place. Indeed, Ithink a greater 
Latitude ought to: be allowed to 
thoſe Employments which pro- 
vide for- the Neceſſeties of Lg. 
eſpecially with reſpect to Perſons - 
in ſuch Circumſtances, that they 
cannot: well be. otherwiſe: ſup- 
plied 3. for Chriſtiarty doth not 
teach usto be crael and 12hnmane. 
But here E would put in two Cau- 
tens 3; Feaxit, That thoſe who do 
ule fuch Employments at- ſuch 
Time, do it not- wath- reſpect to 
Profit and Worldly Intereſt; but 
be content rather to make them-. 
{elves Savers than, Garmers, as 
acting then upon a-Priaciple of 
Charity, not of. Trade, as at other 
Tames, vecardly, 'T hat the Sup- 

plies 
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plies/they- afford be for Neceſſity 
or Refreſhment, net for Diſorder 
or Rot. If any Man-be.ſo rigo- 
rous as to diſallow this, I delire 
him to- conſider when he ſends 
his Proviſions (perhaps out of a 
tcrupulous Humour of doing it: 


' by himſelf, or at home) to the 


Baker or Cook to be drefled, whe- 
ther he do not, according to this 
his Opinion, occaſion and indeed... 
tempt them toſin, and fo become” 

gulty himſelt of the Sin. for 
which he condemns others 2 If 
we confider not the Propenfities 
of Men, but the: bare Thing it 
{elf, - any. one- would think that 
the ſtrait. and middle:'Way were 
the eaſieſt, as well as the ſafeſt , 
but Experience confutes us, and 
we find that it 1s very difticult for 


. Men to forbear turning afide to 


the one or the other Extreme: 
Yet, in ſhort, though Devotiona- 
ry Acts, and ſuch as directly tend 
to the Acknowledgment and 
K 3 Wor- 
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Worſhip of God ſcent moſtipto- 


per for the Day, yet other Food 


Works are,not mproper ; and 
there may be Room for both, 

without J1njury to either; and 
therefore no ſober Men ever de 
nied' the Lawfalneſs of Works of 
Neceljuty and Mercy: on that Day: 

And hence 1t 15 obſervable; that 
our bleſſed: Saviour did many of 
his miraculoitsCures on the Fewiſh 


Sabbath, 1n-the very Face of the 


Phir iſces, who for that judged 
him a Sabbath-breaker ; but he 
ſtopped their Mouths with this 


unanfſivetable*Reaſon;' aftionglt 
others, That't 2 lanbfil to do well 


o1 the SabBath-Days" fl And: iF we 
followed the Example of our S4- 


viour in doing good; rather than 


that of the Phariſees th cenſuring 
dthers)weſhould havetheLord's 


Diy- Sobttbr" kept, my Tore! & 004 


done.” 
Tt will be a very c56kliſh Polrit 


to (diſcourſe of any Recreations: 
"10 14 on 


"s 
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on that Day's for ſome are ſevere 
tothat Extremity;*that they will 
neither allow any,nortufter them 
to be named on that Day; and 
yer (if they could have Patience 
to'hear' themſelves told of it) 
their Pra#icz ſhalt at"*the ſame 
time condemn their Opi707. TI 
haveknown ſome who have been 
ſo fcrupulous, that when the pub-- 
lick” - Worſhip was over, they- 
would;'ſ{carce ſtir out of their 
Doors, 'nor ſuffer any  othefs ; 
F, and yet would find a 'Fime. on 
V that Day to diſcourſe and contrive.. 
all their Worl4lz Affairs tor the 
Week following, - or elſe employ. 
a great part of 1t 7n cenſuring and 
reviling . their Nezghbours : and 
thereby  infe#;ng their - whole 
Family 'witly a. proud - cenforious-: 
Humour, which: 1- take, #0 be 
Time every jot-as all ſpent,” as if 
fone of 1t /had been allowed to . 
harmleſs Recreations.. For my: 
own- part, 'Þ ſhould be highly : 

pleaſed. 
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pleaſed to ſeerany Man arnve at 
chat/pitch of-Spirituality, that he 
could proceedsthe whole Day in 
4 continued Exerciſe of ſ{trit Ads 


of Devotion and Piety : But then 


L think; the better any Mans, the 
more charitable and compaſlio- 
natc he is to others; and will be 
willing to trail them on as he can, 
and as15 molt likely to make them 
better Proficients. If 'we-lay a 
ftrong Man's, Burthen wpon- a 
Ch#d, he will fink under itz*»Nor 
_ do we expect that from a young 
Ho which we do from-an 

rti3f;, nor from'every Artis a- 
like. And if we confider the Ge- 
nerality of Chriſtians, we may 


obſerve not only that the Body | 


hangs as a Clog upon the Soxl, 


but that the Sor! it (elf is not ſuf- 


ficiently qualified 'and ſtrength- 
_ ned toperſevere lang in an unin- 

terrupted Courfe of Spiritual Ex- 
erciſes ; but that in many, per- 
haps 1n the beſt, though the Sp:- 


Fit. 
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rit be willing, yet the Fleſþ ſome- 
\ | tunes 1s ſo weak as not to be able 
| to hold out; and+to force them 
; | beyond their Strength, would be 
| | to make them fart and larguid ; 
| yea, perhaps to make the Fhing 
it (elf troubleſome and loathfome 
to them, ſo that they (ball. be- 
, | ginto ſeek far all Occaſions to a- 
| | void its, and thus the over-dorrg 
| may be in danger to des all, 
+ | Upon this Account I do humbly 
- | conceive. that one  Irtermilſion 
; | and Dverſon may be as zcceſſary 
; | forthe OT po of Men, as yo 
. | Meat and Drozhk. And if we al- 
- | low any Recreations, then we 
; | ought ito. conſider the..diffcrent 
/ | Tempers, .Educations. and Con- 
ditions. of Men: That may.be-a 

4 Recreation for a Scholar, which 
iS not fo to a Plough-many and 
that may pleaſe a States-wran,. 
winch would be a Puniſhment to 
2. Jea-#2ars Nor do all Recrea- 
tions become the ſame Perſons; 
and 
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and if you will allow them Re- 
creations, you*muſt- allow'them 
ſiich as are ſuitable ts their Con-' 
ditions, or el{e'they are' none at 
all to them.” But though Fam 
not unwilling to allow of ſome 
Recreations, yet I. think they 
ought to be Iited with Rules 
and juft Cautions: As, Frrft, That 
rione whatſoever be allowed du-' 
ring the Time'of 'publick Wor- 
ſhip ; for that were to fraſtrate- 
the very-End and Defign of the 
Day, - and to ſhew'a Contemptof 
Rehgion at that time, when we 
ought openly and ſolemifly to 
make Profeſhion of our Chriſti a- 
ity. Secondly, That they be not 
over-long- and tedions ;: for Re- 
creation at ſuch Trne-ought to be 
ſabſervietit to-Devetror, that the 
Spirits being refreſhed and com- 
torted, they may return to it with 
more Vigour ; but if they eat up. 
too much Time, 'or be ſo uſed as 
to alienate the Mind from-Relt- 
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gious Exerciſes, they are no lon- 


| ger Helps, but  Hindrances, and 


{o far ought to. find no Encou- 
ragement. Thirdly, That: they 
be not {ſcandalous or injurious ; 


for in ſeeking my, own, Refreſh- 


ment,, I ought not. to trahſgrefs 
the Bounds of: Juſtice and Chari- 
ty towards others 'at any Time, 
much leſs at this, when all ought 


to confpire to give an Honour 
and Reputationtotheir Religion. 


But asI would adviſetheone Patt 
to be as/indffenſtove.as;poliible, fo 
I could wiſh the other would not 
be over-cenſoriox,. and that they 
would not expe&t Mer on Earth 
to be like Angels, but be content 
to allow ſome little to Huma- 
zity. IT would fay in this Caſe, 
as the Apoſtle did in another, 


Let not him that eateth deſpiſe Rom. 14.3- 


him that eateth not, and lect not 
him which eateth not judge hin 
that eateth,\ fdk God+heth recerved 
him. There is more Vitchiet : a: 

Wald 
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he mutual-Cenſures pafled upon. 
each other, and the Heats and 
other ill Effetts thence ariſing g, 
than-there could be in a modelt 
Uſe-of Liberty in this Caſe, if 
People would leara how mutual- 
ly'to forbear one 'another. Let 
him who aflerts.lvs Liberty, uſe 
it warily and ſparingly : And let | 
him whocanover-do others, be 
'thankful to God for his Stren 2th, 
and compaſſionate and kind to 
his Brother 'and fo-both, from 
'Time to Titge, ſhall be better fit- 
"ted for the Service of God; To 
whore be all Glory, &c. 
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